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Just one, and no more 
than one, for the road 


BENNETTO 

Correspondent 


Police chiefs are poised to call 
for tougher laws oo drink- 
driving, bringing a new “one- 
pint'' limit a step closer, 
if * The move w& increase the 
~ pressure on the Government, 
which is already facing cam- 
paigns from doctors and the 
anti-alcohol lobby to lower the 
amount that motorists can 
legally drink. 

The Independent understands 
that next week the chief con- 
stables in England and Wales 
will give the campaign fresh 
momentum by supporting a 
reduction from SOmg of alcohol 
per 100ml of blood to 50mg. 

For most drivers, 50mg would 
mean a maximum of only one 
pint of beer, or two glasses of 
wine or whisky. Offenders 
would face a minimum one-year 
ban and heavy fines. 

Last year about 600 people 
were tailed on British roads by 
motorists over the limit. 

Until now, the Government 
ft has resisted calk for a reduction, 
arguing that a change would 
have tittle effect, even though 
their own figures suggest they 
might save about 14 lives a year. 

Police chiefs in Scotland 
backed the lower 5Qmg limit in 
November, but ministers will 
find it harder to shrug off the 
views of the 43 forces in Eng- 
land and Whies. Their officers 
see the damage caused by al- 
cohol and they would have to 
enforce any change in the law. 

A police source said: “Many 


Alcohol and petrol are 
an irrflammatoiy 
mixture. Anyone who 
flicks the ignition 
after more than a 
glass of wine should 
be prosecuted, fined, 
banned from driving, 
and in the worst 
cases imprisoned 
- Leading article 
page 11 

in the police service believe the 
time has come for a change, and 
that if just one life is saved. It 
is worthwhile.’’ 

The Labour Party has 
pledged to review the drink- 
drive limit and yesterday criti- 
cised the Government’s “failure 
to reconsider the issue". 

The traffic committee of the 
Association of Chief Police 
Officers has surveyed all forces 
in England and Whies on 
whether the limit should be 
reduced. It will debate the issue 
□ext Wednesday. The Indepen- 
dent understands that while 
there is strong support for low- 
ering the level to 50mg, an al- 
ternative suggestion to lower the 
limit to zero has been ruled out 
The committee will hear that 
kwerin g the level from SOmg to 
50mg reduces the likelihood of 
an accident by up to 40 per cent 
Any decision will need to be rat- 
ified at a full council meeting. 

Chief Inspector Paul McEl- 
toy, staff officer of David 
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Country 

> 

\ 

* 

Permitted Blood 
Alcohol 

Concentrations 
{MG/100 ml) 

Punishment 

! Belgium 

50 

years. 

Max fine £1,913. 
Disqualification for 5 yeare. 
Imprisonment up to 6 six 

Denmark 

SO 


Max fine 4 per cent of drl 
vet's income. Max dis- 
qualification far one year. ' 
Imprisonment up to 2 
years. 

France 

i 

\ 

1 

50 


Max fine £386. Disqualrfi 
cations three months to fife. 
Imprisonment up to 2 
years. 

j Italy 

l 

80 


Max fine £215. Dtequalifi 
cations up to 3 months. 
Max imprisonment one 
month. 


Williams, chief constable of 
Surrey Constabulary and chair- . 
man of the AGPO traffic com- 
mittee, said: “We feel it is time 
to reconsider the levels. 

“Our stance has always been 
you should not drink and drive. 
We sttil believe that, but we are 
now looking at what effect a 
SOmg limit could have. 

“There's convincing evidence 
that a reduction would reduce 
accidents and the number of 
people who drink and drive. 
But it will not effect the real 
problem drinkers who ignore aB 
warnings.'' 

Earlier this year, forces in 
England and mles began au- 
tomatic breath tests in all traf- 
fic accidents to which a police 
officer was called. There is also 
growing support for similar 
road-side drug tests. 

The number of drink-related 
road deaths fell dramatically in 
England and Whies from 1,650 
in 1979 to 540 in 1993.Butnow 
it has started to rise 
There were 540 in 1994 am 
last year. There were 15,000 
road deaths and injuries in 
1994 in which at least one dri- 
ver was over the limit Police 
chiefs in Scotland said a re- 
duction to 50mg would have 
prevented 313 serious accidents 
between 1988 and 1993. 

Last month the British Med- 
ical Council, the all-party Par- 
liamentary Advisory Council 
for Transport Safety and Alco- 
hol Concern produced a report 
calling for the lower 50mg lev- 
el. They said a reduction in the 
blood-aloohol limit in Australia 
from SOmg to SOmg, combined 
with random breath-testing, 
had dramatically reduced drink- 
driving among both moderate 
and heavy drinkers and had cut 
the number of accidents. 

Surveys have shown there is 
public support for a lower 
drink-driving limit, the report 
said. Seven of the 15 countries 
in the European Union have 
limits of 50mg or less. 

However, the Department 
of Transport has rejected any 
change and argues that re- 
search suggests a drop to 50mg 
would prevent only about 25 
per cent of fatal drink-drive ac- 
cidents. A DoT spokesman 
said: “We have a system which 

thrusters believe we hawHiad 
enormous success in reducing 
accidents and we do not want 
to break up a winning formula.” 

The first breath tests with the 
current SOmg level were intro- 
duced in 1967. 

leading article, page 11 



Bank says 
interest rate 
must rise 


DIANE COYUE 
and COLIN BROWN 

Interest rates will have to rise 
if the Government wants to hit 
its inflation target, the Bank of 
England told Chancellor Ken- 
neth Clarke yesterday -and the 
sooner the better. 

The Bank’s starkest wanting 
so far about the need to raise 
the cost of borrowing as the 
economy forges ahead came as 
a blow to Tory hopes of the re- 
turn of the “feelgood 
with a further interest rate cut 
ahead of the election. 

Ministers hailed an ICMpoJl ' 
narrowing the gap between 
Labour and the Times as evi- 
dence of political revival fuelled 
by economic recovery. But 
Labour said the poll, in the. 
Guardian, showed Labour's 
support steady at 45 per cent - 
enough for a landslide victory 
greater than Attlee's in 1945. 

The Chancellor was accused 
by the Liberal Democrat . 
spokesman Malcolm Bruce of 
putting tiie political interests of 
the Ttay Partjrbefbre the coun- 
try. “Instead of overstimulating 
the economy now, Ken Clarke ! 
should be attempting to lock low - 
interest rates and low inflation,’' 
he said. 

There will be clashes be- 
tween Eddie George,Governor 
of the Bank of England, and Mr 
Clarke in the coming months. 


Businesses urged the Chancel- 
lor to ignore the Bank’s warn- 
ing ana leave rates well alone. 
But Treasury minister Mich- 


ael Jack played down the dif- 
ference of opinion between Mr 
Clarke and Mr George. “The 
Chancellor has always made it 
very clear that having got down 
to low levels of inflation, he is 
not going to give up that prize 
easily," he said. 

Chief economist Mervyn 
King made die Bank of Eng- 
land's views plain: “The ques- 
tion will be when to raise int- 
erest rates." However, inflation 
is likely to fall from its current 
2.8 per cent in the short term. 

He added that it would be 
preferable to raise base rates 
' sooner rather than later. “The 
longer we leave it, the further 
they will have to move." 

Asked if he thought Mr 
Clarke would agree, Mr King 
said: “I rather imagine he would 
not wish to join the club of 
Chancellors after whom exces- 
sive booms have been named." 

The Bank’s quarterly Infla- 
tion Report predicted that with 
no change in policy there is a 
worse- than-evens chance of in- 
flation staying below its 25 per 
cent target in two years* time. 

' The outlook was worse than in 
the May report because the 
Chancellor had cut a quarter 
point from base rates in June, 
against the Governor’s advice. 

Yesterday’s report also 
warned that the Government is 
iunmng too big a budget deficit 
It said high borrowing require- 
ments “cannot he reconciled 
with hitting the inflation target 
as well as maintaining a sus- 
tainable fiscal position." 

Business reactions, page 15 
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Short order: If police chiefs get their way, this wQI soon be the limit for all m o toris ts 
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Londonderry block 

A huge army and police oper- 
ation mounted in Londonderry 
to block off part of the city's 
nulls from Saturday's contro- 
versial Apprentice Boys march 
produced immediate loyalist 
anger lust night Page 2 

r , Possible life on Mars 

' Scientists and religious thinkers 
were digesting the news yes- 
terday that traces of organic 
chemicals - so tiny that thou- 
sands would fit on a fell stop - 
arc “evidence for primitive me 
on early Mars." Page 3 

Cyclists protest 

As hundreds of cyclists from 
anti-car protest group Reclaim 
the Streets added to traffic 
jams m centra] London caused 
by the Tube strike, the RAC said 
some of the problems could 
jiave been avoided through bet- 
ter co-ordination and accused 
the Government of washing its 
bands of the problem. Page 20 

How Immigrants live 

A unique picture of the lives of 
Brittain's 3.2 million immi- 
grants is provided by the biggest 
official study of its type ever 
made. Paged 


Snitch on a relative, shop a neighbour. 
Mr Lilley is pleased to take your call 



STEVE BOGGAN 

The machinery whirred and 
clicked into aciion and anoth- 
er life was about to be changed. 

“Thank you for calling the 
National Benefits Fraud Hot 
Line. This service is absolutely 
confidential My name is Simon, 
how may l help you?” 

Simon sat in a padded booth 
on the seventh floor of an 
anonymous building in the 
heart of Lancashire. He wore a 
headset, and his pen was poised 
over a list of questions for the 
latest informant anxious, is the 
Government's words, to “Beal- 
a-Cheat". 

“OK" he said. “What's the 
name of the person involved?" 
And the caller gave the name 
of a 27-year-old single mother 
of two, from Rochester in Kcul 

Despite claiming single par- 
ent benefits and family al- 
lowance, the woman, the caller 
said, in a gleeful southern ac- 
cent. also had five part-time 
jobs. Slowly, patiently, Simon 
steered the man through the 
form, extracting details of the 
woman's address, her height, 
build and hair colour, details of 
her vehide and her movements. 


even descriptions of her dothes. 

But it wasn’t until he asked 
whether the cheat had any dis- 
tinguishing features that tins al- 
ready uncomfortable process 
became thoroughly distasteful. 
“None that 1 could tell you 
about," the caller chuckled. 

The man then disclosed that 
he was the woman’s ex-husband 
and that the “five part-time 
jobs” were m fact five sesaons 
spent as a cleaner at five dif- 
ferent private addresses, one of 
which he supplied. “Erm, if 
they investigate her, win they let 
her know she was grassed on?" 
he asked shakily. 

“No," replied Simon. “This 
service is absolutely confiden- 
tial". And another case was 
opened for one of the 5,000 
maud investigators being fed by 
the voracious hot line. 

Since it opened on Monday 
at the instigation of Peter Lil- 
ley, the Secretary of State for 
Social Security, the small de- 
partment with its 62 operators 
has been deluged with calls 
about alleged fraudsters. On day 
one, more than 1,600 calls were 
received; on day two, the num- 
ber was 3,500. By 1125pm yes- 
terday, when The Independent 



was invited to listen in, a further 
790 informants had railed. 

“The response has been as- 
tonishing," said Rob, manager 
of the hot line. None of the staff 
will reveal their real names - 
they have already received 
threats, including one to fire- 
bomb tbeir office if it were iden- 
tified “We have bad people 
report benefit fraudsters and 
companies paying cash in hand 
to people on benefits. 

“In one case, we had a per- 
son report an entire street - 


names, details of benefits, the 
claimants' descriptions, their 
cm registration numbers, where 
they were working, the lot. in 
another case, someone report- 
ed an entire village.” 

And the calls kept coming - 
hardly surprising, with fraud 
rutmmgatObnayear.“Thank 
you for calling the National ...“ 
This time it was a woman with 
a London accent who wanted to 
report another single mother of 
two. The cheat, she alleged, had 
a six-year-old daughter and a 12- 
year-old son ana was wo rking 
: time at an insurance office 
: daiming income support 
and housing benefit. “She has 
a child-minckr take the little one 
to school so she can go to 
work,” the caller confided 
An address, a description 
and the fact that the woman 
lives alone were all forthcom- 
ing. At the end of the call, the 
impression was left that a score 
bad been settled. 

“You get some right duffers 
and some very calm, intelligent 
people," said Simon, 34, who, 
along with the other opera- 
tors, was given one day’s train- 
ing before “befog thrown in at 
the deep end". 


5? 


“1 used to work in retail 
sales, but 1 wanted to work for 
the Benefits Agency," he said 
“I enjoy the customer care 
element without the sales side 
of things." 

And the telephone rang 
again. This time itwasa wheezy 
woman from Bir mingham who 
wanted to inform on a 25-year- 
old man from Droitwicb. *Tve 
reported him before,” she said 
“But they' didn't do anything 
about him then.” She went on 
to provide details of his girl- 
friend and brother, who were 
also cheats. 

“The other night I went 
home with a sore finger and 
thumb from writing," said Si- 
mon. “One of the girls has got 
plasters on her thumb. We take 
down so much information and 
pass it on. It isn’t our job to 
evaluate iL 

“At the end of the day, we 
don’t know what, happens or 
whether anyone's life is ruined 
as a result If we did know, we 
would probably have night- 
mares. The supervisor here 
says we just have: to take down 
the information and then go 
home and leave the job behind, 
and that's just what we do.” 
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Mayhew orders Derry blockade 


DAVID MCKITTraCK 

Ireland correspondent 

A huge army and police oper- 
ation mounted in Londonderry 
last night to block off part of the 
city's walls from Saturday's con- 
troversial Apprentice Boys 
march produced immediate loy- 
alist anger. 

A convoy of lorries, diggers 
and earth-moving equipment, 
escorted by police and troops, 
moved into the city at 6pm to 
seal off the section of walls 
which overlooks the Catholic 
Bogside district. 

The move was ordered by the 
Secretary of State for Northern 
Ireland, Sir Patrick Mayhew, af- 
ter a day of talks fafleato agree 
a route for the march. The 
lack of agreement had in- 


Army acts after feajs of violence during Apprentice Boys’ parade 


crcased apprehension in the city 
and elsewhere of impending 
communal conflict. 

The development has not 
however defused the situation, 
since it leaves open the possi- 
bility of a re-run of the Drum- 
cree stand-off which last month 
produced tension and 
intimidation in the Province. 

Sir Patrick's decision was 
welcomed by Bogside residents 
but brought anger from Union- 
ist politicians. Dr Chris 
McGimpsey, a member of both 
the Apprentice Boys and the Ul- 
ster Unionists, accused the 
Government of bending to the 
threat of republican violence. 


He described die decision as efis- 
gracefuthut called on loyalists 
not to reactyiolently. 

Londonderry / Democratic 
Unionist councillor, Gregory 
Campbell, said it looked as if re- 

nilUlMn . • m 


: met in full, adding: “If peo- 
ple expect us simply meekly to 
accept that, then I'm afraid 
that is just not going to happen." 

Duringpreviousparadescon- 
trovenaes Sir Patrick has stressed 
that operational decisions are for 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary 
and not for him, but yesterday 
he acted undeT public order 
legislation. Tins was in response 
to RUC advice that allowing a 


parade along the city walls was 
likely to make undue demands 
on the police and army. 

Earher a group of deigymen, 
including the local Catholic 
and Chinch of Ireland bishops. 
Dr Seamus Hegarty and Dr 
James Mehaffey. together with 
senior Presbyterians, the Rev 
Robert Davey and the Rev 
David Latimer, met leaders of 
the Apprentice Boys and, later, 
representatives of the Bogside 
Residents' Association. 

Others involved in talks in- 
cluded Social and Democratic 
Labour Party leader and the 
city’s MP, John Hume, business 
leaders and senior RUC officers. 


Bogs id e residents and the 
Apprentice Beys have recently 
held talks aimed at finding an 
agreed route. When none of 
these produced agreement the 
Government imposed the ban. 
Sir Patrick said, however, that 
it could be lifted if the two sides 
reached an agreement before 
Saturday’s march- Last night Mr 
Hnmfi said he hoped this could 
yet happen, although he ac- 
cepted it would be difficult. 

The mili tary convoy which 
moved in last night carried con- 
crete bollards, razor wire and 
scaffolding. The intention was 
to create an impassable barri- 
er to keep the loyalist marchers 


away from the Bogside. _ 

Sir Patrick said last night 
“On an issue of this kind there 
is widespread condemnation 
but I believe it to be in evepr- 
body’s interests. The police 
should not have undue de- 
mands placed upon them.” 

■ Anti-terrorist detectives in 
London last night appealed for 
information about a set of keys 
to lock-up garages. The call fol- 
lowed a search of guages near 
a house in Peckham, south 
London, where last month po- 
lice recovered components for 

up to 36 bombs. 

Detectives also want to hear 
from anyone who might have 
been phoned by a man with a 
French, American or Irish ac- 
cent between 1 June and 15 July 
interested in renting a garage. 


Cyclists add to London Tube strike chaos 


Government 
accused of 
ducking its 
responsibilities. 

Louise Jury 

reports 

One of Britain’s biggest mo- 
toring organisations yesterday 
accused the Government of 
washing its hands of the chaos 
caused by the latest Tube strike. 

As hundreds of cyclists from 
anti-car protest group, Reclaim 
the Streets, added to traffic jams 
in central London, the RAC 
said some of the problems 
could have been avoided 
through belter co-ordination. 

Edmund King, the organisa- 
tion’s bead of campaigns, said: 
“We have a crisis in our capital 
We’ve had seven strikes and Lon- 
don is losing so much money, yet 
efforts aren't being coordinated. 
We have a token government 
committee for London, but 
when it comes to a strategy for 
keeping the capital moving, 
there’s a wall of silence." 

He contrasted government 
inactivity with the RAC’s efforts 
in providing a hotline for car- 
sharing, discussing extra buses 
with bus companies and issuing 
advice to callers. But a govern- 
ment spokesman rejected the 
criticism. “At the end of the day, 
the vast majority of commuters 
are getting in." Two special 
coach parks and extra car park- 
ing had been provided, he said. 

On the seventh strike day of 
the summer - the fourth in- 
volving joint action by the train 
drivers’ union Adefand the rail 
union RMT- five trains ran in- 
stead of the normal 450 on the 
Underground yesterday. 

As commuters faced the now 
familiar struggle across the cap- 
ital by car, bus, foot and bicy- 
cle, about 500 cyclists from 
Reclaim the Streets converged 



SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


Collision course: A confrontation between a taxi driver and a cyclist from the Reclaim the Streets pressure group yesterday. About 500 
cyclists had congregated in central London to highlight the capital's increasing traffic congestion Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


on Trafalgar Square before 
moving on to Parliament 
Square. Fifty protesters then 
stormed London Under- 
ground's headquarters, where a 
dozen reached the offices of Ra- 
rer Ford, foe chairman, who dis- 
cussed Tube policy with them. 
There were 13 arrests during 
the morning, for breach of foe 
peace, theft, criminal damage 
and assaulting a police officer. 


Mr King condemned foe cy- 
clists as irresponsible. “When 
people are doing their utmost to 
get to work, groups who delib- 
erately block foe traffic are 
shooting themselves in the foot" 
But Paul Piper, 31, who was 
cycling to work at an oil com- 
pany, said foe strike highlight- 
ed how much congestion there 
could be on the roads and foe 
need for a proper public trans- 


port systenL Philip Southam, 36, 
who works in government se- 
curity, said: “Get foe cars out 
of foe city and have more walk 
and cycleways.” 

A London Underground 
spokesman said foe company 
wanted to go to arbitration 
through foe wages board be- 
cause it saw no point in re- 
turning to Acas where attempts 
at conciliation had failed. An 


RMT spokesman countered 
that foe union had received no 
details from LU about arbitra- 
tion and stressed the strength of 
feeling behind foe stoppage. 
“The message to management 
is that they have to come back 
to foe negotiating table. We 
could negotiate our way 
through this this afternoon." 

Following union claims ear- 
lier this week of political point- 


scoring, Tbxy chair m an Brian 
Mawfamney accused “militant 
trade unionists" of trying to 
hold London to ransom. Party 
vice-chairman Charles Hendry 
called for information on foe 
whereabouts of Labour’s deputy 
leader, John Prescott, who is 
sponsored by the RMT “While 
people struggled into work this 
morning, foe strike commander 
is nowhere to be seen.” 
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UNIT TRUST!. 


The Direct Line Tracker PEP. 

There are so many PEPs about it's almost impossible to know which one 
to buy. Well, at Direct Line we have just launched our new Tracker PEP 
which invests in 100 of the UK's largest companies. 

Unlike most bank and building society savings accounts, you pay no 
tax on the money you make. ’Kbu can start this investment with a 
minimum lump sum of £500 or make regular monthly investments from 
£30, up to the maximum of £6,000 a year. 

Why not call us now quoting reference 3INB. 

0161 832 7737 01 13 259 7737 

eiiveac rm — 

0117 945 7737 . 0141 889 7737 012! 7U 7737 

CALL ANY TIME 8AM TO BPM MONDAY TO FRIDAY AND 9AM TO 2PM SATURDAY. 




Alx>rtion doctor faces 
‘confidentiality’ inquiry 


GLENDA COOPER and 
CO UN BROWN 

Chief Political Correspondent 

The doctor who agreed to abort 
a Me of a healthy pair of twins is 
to face a health authority inquiry 
into whether he breached hispa- 
tienfs confidentiality in revealing 
details of the case to the media. 

Senior managers at Queen 
Charlotte's Hospital, west Lon- 
don will question Phillip Ben- 
nett, professor of obstetrics and 
gynaecology, who told a Sunday 
newspaper that he had agreed 
to terminate one foetus be- 
cause their mother, a 28-year- 
old single parent, felt that she 
could not cope with two babies. 

The hospital found itself at 
the centre of a debate on se- 
lective abortion as “pro-life’* or- 
ganisations mounted . a 
campaign to save foe foetus. 
Three days after foe story broke 
Lhe hospital confirmed that foe 
woman bad already had the 
abortion. 

By that time the Society for 
the Protection of foe Unborn 
Child had secured a temporary 
High Court injunction to stop 


the abortion going ahead. 

Yesterday Spue dropped its 
legal action but life, another 
“pro-fife" organisation, was aim- 
ing to step up its campaign for 
clarifi c ation of abortion law. 

A Hammersmith Hospitals 
NHS This! spokeswoman said 
foe hospital wanted to see what 
“lessons could be learnt” from 
foe last few days. “We will 
clearly have a review and ex- 
amine foe issues involvetLThk 
will involve senior managers 
who during foe course of foe re- 
view will ask Professor Bennett 
to explain himself." 

She stressed however that 
there was no suggestion of any 
“witch-hunt". Professor Bennett 
was reported to have said that foe 
information about the termina- 
tion was released accidentally. 

Meanwhile at Westminster 
some senior Conservative MPs 
called for the 1967 Abortion Act 
to be tightened, raising fears 
that abortion could become an 
emotive election issue. 

Dame Jill Knight, an officer 
of foe Tory backbench 1922 
Committee, said the law need- 
ed to be tightened to stop abor- 


tions being carried out for so- 
cial reasons. "What is happen- 
ing today is not what was 
intended of those who voted for 
the Act,” she told BBC Radio. 
“They did not intend that it 
should be used simply when foe 
woman did not want the child. 
There had to be a good reason." 

Sir David Steel, who intro- 
duced foe 1967 Act as a private 
members’ Bill, warned that 
“pro-life" groups were intent on 
changing the law by raising 
emotive cases such as foe twin 
abortion case. 

“People opposed to all abor- 
tion are prepared to use high- 
ly tinnsnal and marginal cases 
to convince others to abolish le- . 
gal abortion. The law requires 
two doctors to agree," said Sir 
David, and he did not believe- 
it needed riiangmg 
■ Archbishop of Westminster, 
Cardinal Basu Hume, said yes- 
terday there was a case for at 
lowing all 60,000 stored frozen 
embryos todie. He admitted foe. 
loss of deliberately created hu- 
man life was “repugnant” but 
believed this was foe “least 
worse” solution to bad laws. 


Gatwick trains fight for custom 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

The first real battle between 
rival train operators after pri- 
vatisation begins today when 
Network SonthCentral (NSC) 
tries to hire customers away 
from the Gatwick Express. 

The London Victoria- 
Gatwick route is one of the few 
where parallel services are run 
by different operators, 

NSC runs four trains an 
hour, taking 33 minutes for the 
journey and charging £7.50; 
Gatwick Express lal^ three 


minutes less but charges £8JML 
NSC’s advertising campaign 
aims to show that Ms service is 
cheaper and stops at Clapbam 
Junction and East Croydon, 
while Gatwick Express is non- 
stop. It also runs all-night ser- 
vices, while Gatwick Express 
stops at midnight- Both com- 
panies were privatised recent- 
ly: NSC was taken over by the 
French CGEA multinational, 
whik Gatwick Express is nm by 
the National Express coach 
company 

Under British Rail, the ser- 


vices were not allowed to com- 
pete: commuters were expected 
to use NSC, while Gatwick 
Express was Intended for air- 
port users. Gatwick Express 
claimed to have 80 per cent of 
the Vktoria-Gatwick market 


J ohn Redwood’s supporters made ft dear vesten^y 
the former Cabinet minster will not be silenced, m 
by Tbiy MPs and the former Eweign 
Lrad Ho^Hc hS no mtention of bemghram 
dead" one of Mr Redwood's friends saicl 

Se foe TbryjW led by Mr Redwood 

“Their tactics arc well-known. Slice by slice, they will 
seek to destroy John Majors room for ^«uvk and so to 
convert the Conservatives into an ^ti-EMU pmly. We 
cannot and must not allow that to happeru he a d. 

Lord Howe’s warning in the Financial Times followed a 
seriesof attacks by Tbiy MPS, includiig a call to “shut up” 
from Sir Julian Critchley after Mr Redwood spoke out 
during a tour of the United States- But those close to Mr 
Redwood said last night that he intends to cany on 
cam paig ning for election victoiy with radical polra^^ohn 
^Sds^aks for foe heart and soul of foe Conservative 

Party while he takes apart the contradictmiK of new Labour. 
That is where his agenda lies," said one. Coan Brown 

The Royal Yacht Britannia sailed out of Cowe* 

I yesterday officially for foe last tnne anud signals from 
Whitehall that it could be rescued by John Major. Ministerial 
sources said the Cabinet will have to reach a decision on a 
possible replacement next month, but foe Prune Minister 
Favours extending its life until a mrsvyacht is built. 

The vessel’s future has involved intense negotiations _ 
between three key Whitehall departments, since the Ministry 
of Defence announced it was to oe decommiMooed because 
of its age. The MoD said it needed a £17m rent, but 
supporters of Britannia say that estimate is inflated. Ian 
Lan& President of the Board of frade, is “enthuswsbc 
about replacing it with a modern royal yacht which would be 
used to boost exports abroad. The Secretary of State for 
Defence, Michael Portillo, would support it providing it did 
not fall on his budget. Michael Heseitinc, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, could decide foe issue; his friends say he was won 
round by the yacht’s success in helping foe export drive when 
it was moored in foe Cape, in South Africa. Cohn Brawn 

in inquest into the death of Brian Douglas, who died 
/\after being arrested by police using a new American- 
style baton reopens this morning after the jury failed to 
reach a verdict yesterday. Sir Montague Levine, coroner for 
Southwark, south London, told jurors they could return one 
of three verdicts - unlawful killing, misadventure or an open 
verdict - on the death of Douglas, 33, a boxing promoter, 
who died from a fractured skull and internal bleeding lost 
May after being hit with a baton by Constable Mark Tuffey. 
Sir Montague said: “Members of the jury, you should not 
return a verdict of unlawful killin g unless you are sure that 
either PC TUffey intended to kill Brian Douglas or cause 
him serious harm or PC TUffey used unlawful violence upon 
Brian Douglas without such intention." 

The three-week long case at Southwark Crown Court 
involves the first death to be associated with foe baton since 
it was adopted by police. Charge Bains 


A challenge to the feudal rights of the Queen on the 
tmy (Chann el Island of Sark will begin with a secret court 
hearing tomorrow. The multi-milBonaire Barclay brothers 
have diallenged the rights of foe Seigneur of Sark, the 
Queen's representative. The brothers own foe island of 
Brechou, which traditionally owes feudal dues to Sark, and 
claim Brechou is a separate entity in feudal terms, 

• The- Crown wants to be considered as a co-defendant in 
foe case. The Royal Court of Guernsey will sit in camera 
tomorrow to decide whether the Crown's wishes should be 
granted. John Lyle ■ 


TWo men were killed when an explosion rocked an 
I adhesives factory and fire swept through the building 
yesterday. Colleagues tried to rescue foe two trapped men 
but had to flee the blaze. A fire service rescue squad later 
retrieved the bodies. 

Up to 200 people were evacuated from buildings around 
the Scottish Adhesives factory in the Saracen district of 
Glasgow because of foe risk of fumes from foe blaze. The 
cause of the fire, believed to have started in an area where 
foe two men would have been loading a mixing vessel with 
solvents, was not immediately known but suspicious 
circumstances were ruled out. 


orderly was told he could face a prison 

ntence yesterday after he was found guilty of plotting 
with a nursing sister to tamper with a blood sample to avoid 
paying maintenance for his child by afonner lover^The 
fudges warning to Timothy Andexson»^qpmcg>ttig foe, . 
jury at Maidstone Crown Court in Kent convicted fnm of : . 
perverting the course of justice. : ^ i ; 

Anderson's girlfriend Elizabeth Mffis, 33, hadattaaged: . 
for a doctor at Medway Hospital in GflEngham, Kent, where 
they both worked to take a blood sample from Airderson for 
DNA testing to decide patenuty ofapdbdminNbvexijher^ 
1993. But Mills switched foe blood with somebody tdse’s '>•" 
before sending it to be tested, Andersod and MDfcw&b 
admitted foe charge, wfll be sentenced oa30Xe 

: ' .... 1 

C hester Zoo said a chimpanzee was . 

attacking a keeper on Monday. Gi oria - wh o _ 
the zoo for IQ years - escape. from foe Hump 
foe keepere’ kitchen, where staff triMto stimhePj^W^a^ dart 
gun. She then attacked * keeper and.wasput dowwy Other 
staff, a spokeswoman said yesterday. “This hasneyej? 
happened before in the zoo'shistory. We obviously have 
well-rehearsed procedures.to go through in foe case of 
escape and foe keener fried to dart her but unfortunately 
this didn’t work quickly enough.” The public were in no 
Hivnggr during foe in cident, the spokeswoman said. 


N; 


lorth Wales’s last deep coal pit is to dose. RJB 

Mining, foe owners of foe Point of Ayr colfiery near 

pit would be offered transfers to collieries the company runs? 
m foe Midlands and Yorkshire. A spokesman said Point of 
Ayr was the smallest and least productive of the 17 collieries'' 
^ JC - : ~ l - RJB bought when British Coal was privatised in 1994- v 


njecord attendances at Kew Gardens last week were. 
■ mdrawn by the blooming of lhe Titan Aram - foe world’ 
largest flower. The lOft-high plant, last seen in flower 33 
yearn ago, attracted crowds to Kew in south-west London I 
see it and stiff foe overwhelming odour - variously desetit 
as being like rotten flesh, fish, and burnt sugar. It was anft 

• m 30 10 August **, but during that time near 

49.000 visitors were admitted to the botanical gardens. ~ 


NSC disputes this. 

In theory this type of com- 
petition was the spnr for the pri- 
vatisation .programme bat in 
fact there are few foies where 
different operators nm ser- 
vices cheek-by-jowl 

French takeover, page IS 
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Martian meteorite: Scientists have-found ‘startling’ evidence to suggest life beyond Earth, but not everyone is over the moon 

Mars find puts life back into space race 


CHARLES ARTHUR 

Science Editor 

Scientists and religious thinkers 
were digesting the news yes- 
terday that traces of organic 
chemicals - so tiny that thou- 
sands would fit on a full stop - 
are “evidence for primitive Life 
on early Mars" 

T]ie news might lead to a 
fonding boost for space trips to 
Mars, and possibly to interna- 
tional efforts to bring back 
ramples from the planet. But re- 
ligious commentators suggest- 


ed that (he news would watt* so 
difference to their beliefs. . 

The remains were found in a 
meteorite and appear to be 
molecules known as PAHs 
(polycyclic aromatic hydrocar- 
bons), which couid have been 
made by primitive bacteria and 
single-celled organisms. These 
might have existed b illio ns of 
years ago beneath the surface 
of Mars. PAHs are found on 
Earth in fbssQ sediments, where 
they are formed by bacteria.' 

The discovery was made by 
a (earn of six sdentists at the US 


Will space 
yield up its 
mysteries? 


side the four-billion-year-old 
rock. “Wfe don’t Haim that we 
have conclusively proven [life on 
Mars}.” said one of the scien- 
tists, Everett Gibson, at a press 
conference in Washington. “We 
are putting this evidence out to 
the scientific community for 
other investigators to verify, 
enhance, attack - disprove if 
they can - as part of the scien- 
tific process.*^ 

The work will -be published 
next week in the academic jour- 


nal Science. It built on earlier 
work by a team at the Open 
University in Milton Keynes, 
Buckmghamshire. “We have 
been working on- this mete- 
orite, and did some work with 
the Nasa authors," said Colin 

P fl ling er, professorof planetary 

sciences yesterday. 

The largest fossil is less than 
a. hundredth of the width of a 
human hair, and most are about 
a thousandth of that size. Some; 
are egg-shaped, and others 
tubular, but the team said that 
they are “strikingly simil ar” to 


those from tiny bacteria found 
on Earth. 

The new research could ac- 
celerate plans for a manned 
spaceflight to Mars, and attract 
funds that Nasa and indepen- 
dent groups say are needea for 
thorough exploration. Nasa al- 
ready plans a $I50m (£97m) zip 
by an automated spacecraft, 
(hie to lift off this November, to 
land on the planet next July. 

Nasa’s administrator Daniel 
Goldin called foe discovery 
“startling”. He recently sug- 
gested that samples should be 


brought back from the planet by 
2003. 

The research does not give 
any indication of whether any 
life has survived on Mars, or 
whether it has evolved. If there 
is fife there, it is probably deep 
underground - perhaps up to 
1,000 metres below foe surface, 
which is bombarded with harsh 
ultraviolet rays and has an av- 
erage temperature of -23 C 
“We are not talking about tit- 
tle green men,” said Mr Goldin. 

However, a number of sci- 
entists were wary of welcoming 


the news in advance of the pa- 
per’s publication. Christian dc 
Duvc, a Belgian scientist who is 
a Nobel laureate and an expert 
on life in foe Universe, said yes- 
terday: “Obviously this is ex- 
tremely exciting news, bul I 
don’t like to comment without 
having more information.” 
Among religious groups, re- 
actions to foe suggestion of 
life on another planet were 
mixed. A spokesman for the 
Catholic Church said: “There is 
no proof yet but if there were, 
then h would cause some sort 


of rethink.” A Church of Eng- 
land spokesman said: J Wc be- 
lieve that God created the 
whole universe so 1 don't think 
there could be a problem.” _ 
Other scientists - including 
some at Nasa - cast doubt on 
foe findings. Jack Farmer, a ge- 
ologist and paleobiologist of the 
Exobiology Branch of Nasa’s 
Ames Research Center in Cal- 
ifornia, said, “If that’s the evi- 
dence, 1 don’t believe it ... 
PAHs have no direct relation- 
ship to biology. They are not an 
indicator.” 


How do we know the mete- 
prite came from Mars? 
jThe unusual balance of various 
elements in the meteorite 
(called ALH84001) indicates 
that it was not formed on Earth. 
Also, it must have spent some 
time in space because it con tains 
radioactive versions of common 
elements not found on Earth. 

When did it arrive on Earth? 

About 13,000 years ago, after 
being thrown into space from 
Mars by a major asteroid impact 
about 15 million years ago. 

What exactly have the Nasa 
scientists found? 

The rock contains tiny fractures, 
thought to have occurred when 
it was on Mars. These fractures 
contain dear signs of molecules 
known as PAHs (polycyclic aro- 
matic hydrocarbons) - foe first 
such molecules ever seen in a 
Martian rock. Scientists reckon 
that RAHs are formed either in- 
side stare or by living organisms 
such as bacteria. Many have 
been found in Earth sediments. 

Why weren’t these signs 
found earlier? 

ALH84QQLwas discovered in,, 
1984, bu t not recognised as be- 
ing from Mars until 1994. It is 
one of only f2Martianiuete- 
nrites known. “'njreeyearaisn’t . 
a long time to find- something 
like this,” said Jamie Gflmour, 
research fellow in earth sciences 
at Manchester University. 

Is everyone convinced this is 

evidence of life on Mars? 
Many are holding hack until 
they know more. The scientif- 
ic paper is not due to be pub- 
lished until next week. Carl 
Sagan, the US astronomer, said 
foe finding s “are not evidence 
of life". John KeTridge. a plan- 
etary scientist at foe Universi- 
ty of California, San Diego, said 
“The conclusion is at best pre- 
mature and more probably 


wrong. The PAHs are just not 
a reliable biomarker. ” 

Could the “Mars life” actually 
have come from Earth? 

The possibility that foe mete- 
orite was contaminated with 
Earth organisms was a major 
question for foe Nasa scientists. 
They provide a number of rea- 
sons refuting it The key one is 
that foe PAHs were more nu- 
merous towards the centre of 
foe meteorite than outside it. 

Could this just be a publici- 
ty drive by Nasa to attract 
fimefirg for Mars missions? 
Possibly, but it’s unlikely. Nasa 
said recently that it lacks the 
funds to realise plans to launch 
a spacecraft to Mars every two 
years. Before foe latest results 
were publicised, an independent 
committee warned that foe hunt 
for fossfl life on the planet would 
require extra funding. And Nasa 
administrator Daniel Goldin has 
called on Nasa to bring back a 
sample from Mars by 2003.. 

But while foe new research 
will make it hard for politicians 
to refuse requests for exploration 
funding, two factors suggest the 



They came from outer space: The fictional faces of our galactic 'neighbours’ may have altered over the 


but there is no change in our fascination with alien Fife-forms 


findings are credible. Fust, foe 
srienhsts involved would face 
ridicule if their cast; is overstat- 
ed Secondly, Science, masanne 
rtd^^lhei^MjfcwiD.bepub- 
lished —has a rigorous checking 
system by which independent sci- 
entists review foe work. If they 
thought it was faked, they would 
have rejected foe paper. • 

What life might exist now on 
Mars? 

Any life now- on Mars is prob- 
ably in suspended animation - 
frozen in foe polar regions (of 
carbon dioxide) or in under- 
ground, frozen water. Possibly 
there is something still alive 
closer to the core of Mais-but 
that is only conjecture. 

Charles Arthur 


Wild flights of fantasy on the final frontier 


i^Einro iPdnAM ' "'•• • 

l£V3iifadexpf0ur fascination 
ytfh jhe possibility that we are 
tiot'aibne in theTmiverse that 
the discover of the fossil of a 
single-cell organism that may 
have lived and died on Mars sev- 
eral mfllkm years ago is the stuff 
of front-page splashes. 

If that’s foe company we've 
got through all eternity, one is 
entitled to say, if s a pretty mi- 
nor mitigation of our loneliness. 
But it wffl ensure that the search 
for larger , perhaps more com- 
pamooabieBfefaniis, will be car- 
ried bn more avidly than before. 

Why does it matter so much? 
Why is it that practically all of 
us, however sceptical or con- 
sciously indifferent, experience 


a flutter' of excitement at the’ 
thought of extraterrestial life? 

/It is over 100 years since three 
men in New Mexico watched 
aghast as a agar-shaped craft 
hovered above them, while foe 
10 occupants laughed and 
shouted incomprehensibly, then 
threw several objects overboard 
- a flower, a piece of paper with 
oriental-type writing on it, a cu- 
rious cup - before flying away. 
The objects, as happens with te- 
dious regularity m such cases, 
were later removed by a mys- 
terious stranger. But a modern 
obsession had been born. 

In 1898, HG Wells published 
The War of the Worlds-, eight 
years later the American as- 
tronomer Perrival Lowell pub- 
lished his theory that the surface 


of Mars was veined with canals 
which foe Martians had con- 
structed to irrigate their plan- 
et with water from foe polar 
ice-caps. The parallel projects, 
foe literary and the scientific, 
were off the starling blocks. 

It was exactly foe sort of 
imaginative adventure that the 
20th century required. In hu- 
manity's infancy, heaven lay all 
about us: what we knew was so 
infinitesimal, what we could 
only dream about so vast, that 
the imagination was abundant- 
ly nouri^ied Above were angels 
and ar change ls and all the com- 
pany of heaven; across foe sea 
beyond Finisterre and foe ulti- 
ma Thule were lands unknown, 
full of inconceivable creatures 
and men with heads below their 


shoulders. When night fell, foe 
dark was populated by ghosts. 
Even in a universe governed by 
the God of the Christians, there 
was plenty of room for enjoy- 
ably alarming speculation. 

With foe maturing of knowl- 
edge in foe 18fo and 19th cen- 
turies. however, shades of the 
prison door fell across human- 
ity’s dreaming. There is a para- 
dox here: the more breath- 
taking foe discoveries and the- 
ories of the intefleaual pioneers, 
foe more arid, in consequence, 
grew the landscape of foe pop- 
ular imagination. 

Humanity evolved from the 
apes, and foe rest of “creation” 
came about in the same way ? 
Bang went God, and the angels 
and archangels with Him. Char- 


acter was formed through sex- 
ual experiences in infancy? 
That put paid to foe soul, and 
doubtless to ghosts as well. 
History was a process of endless 
struggle between social classes? 
So much far the great heroes, 
foe supermen of histoiy. 

Meanwhile modern naviga- 
tion and transport ensued that 
no significant stone on the 
planet was left unturned, no na- 
tion or tribe undiscovered or un- 
documented. There was vety 
little left to dream about. 

But just when it seemed that 
things had got about as factual 
and mechanical and circum- 
scribed as they possibly could, 
the human mind executed an 
amazing double somersault, 
and with one leap it was free. 


God may be dead, and foe 
Earth as good as, but with foe 
advent of manned flight, sud- 
denly there was a vast new 
frontier to dream about. 

There seems no reason to 
suppose that our fondness for 
dreaming about outer space 
and encountering its denizens 
will slacken now that a grain of 
truth has apparently been dis- 
covered in all foe speculation: 
like the grit in an oyster, it can 
only encourage them. 

Likewise, it is unlikely to 
shake the religious belief of 
those whose faith has survived 
the assaults of science. In any 
case, belief in God and in aliens 
seems to coexist quite easily: a 
majority of Americans, for ’ex- 
ample, believes firmly In both. 
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Britain’s chuddie-chewing youngsters have a stonking time 

O t/ O Michael Proffitt from Osfi 


Promiscuous girls described as 
- steppers”, bores labelled “ano- 
raks and hard-working pupils 
dubbed -boffins" may soon be 
officially defined in the Oxford 
Dictionary. 

The latest what’s- in-and- 
w hat’s-out survey of secondary 
school parlance, conducted by 


Dillons Bookstore and Oxford 
Dictionaries, has discovered a 
whole new lan guage. 

The sample of 600 pupils has 
thrown up “babe”, an attractive 
hoy or gui, “geek", an unap- 
pealing boring person, and 
“hardo 5 *, someone who thinks 
he is tou gh 


The words will be now be 
considered for inclusion in the 
latest Oxford Dictionary , recog- 
nised as defining modem Eng- 
lish. Other words creeping into 
the schoolspeak of 11- to 18- 
year-olds include “fit” - a slim, 
attractive girl or boy; “biF - a 
cigarette; “cringey" - embar- 


rassingly unfashionable; and 
“cod" - admirable or good. 

“Shrapnel" is used among the 
young to describe loose change, 
“pukka" means wmifflftri an d 
styfiA, “rooted" means horrible- 
looking and a “triphead" is 
someone who makes no sense. 

If you are going on a “blat”, 


thaf s a short bicycle ride; if yon 
want some “dnrndie" ifschew- 
inggtun; and a “dappy” is an un- 
in tefllgeni, sad person. 

A “rooka" is a spot of pus> 
“pants” is creeping in as a 
swear word, and uyou have had 
a “stonking" time at a party, it 
has been excellent. 


Regional variations made a 
strong showing in the survey. 
Youngsters in north-east Eng- 
land would think anyone using 
the words “cringey”, “geek" or 
“pukka" was a real “anorak". 

“BovT - meaning boyfriend 


Lancashire, but is acceptable 

elsewhere in the - 

A “wuss" - wimp, or feeble 
person - is falling out of use m 

• U..+ nr etill ITSfid StTOHS - 
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Midtael Proffitt from Oxford 
Dictionaries would 
drawn on whfoh words ;Woo Id he 
included in the new dictionary. 

“It is impossible to tcU which 
words wiU last it ism dm na- 
ture of fashion that what is m- 
dispensable one year may. he 
rejected the next," he said- 




Cheap deals: Last-minute giveaways scarce as tour companies vow not to repeat last summer’s suicidal discounts 


Package 
holiday 
bargains 
sell out 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Anyone looking to match 1995’s 
last-minute package holiday 
giveaways could be left kicking 
their heels at home, according 
to two of Britain's largest tour 
opera torn. 

Airtours and Thomson be- 
lieve that a combination of dis- 
counts for early bookers and a 
sharp fall in the number of hol- 
idays on offer has foiled the bar- 
gain hunters. 

Harry Coe, the finance di- 
rector at Airtours, said that low- 
er capacity had led to fewer 
bookings -down 16 per cent on 
last year - but that it had also 
put an end to the suicidal dis- 
counts that had stung the in- 
dustry last summer. 

“If you walked down the 
high street last 
weekend and 
looked at the 
prices being de- 
manded for de- 
partures in 
August, you'd 
have seen prices 
were £60 higher 
than was the 
case at the same 
time last year/’ 

A typical ex- 
ample was a 
fortnight on the 
Costa Brava, on 

street m S than last year 1 

agents for more 
torn £300, com- 


'If you walked 
down the 
high street 
you’d see 
prices were 
£60 higher 


pared with an original brochure 
price of £350. Last year the 
same booking might have been 
as little as £225, said Mr Coe. 

Thomson claimed to have 
given only half as many dis- 
counts this year as in 1995, with 
much smaller price reductions. 

In recent years the holiday 
market has been dogged by 
job insecurity, hot summers at 
home and an increasing weari- 
ness with tacky, over-devel- 
oped holiday destinations. Now 
more upmarket holidays, in- 
cluding long-haol trips and 
cruises, are the most buoyant 
area of the market. 

Tour operators are still lick- 
ing their wounds from a disas- 
trous 1995, when 10 million 
holidays failed to find enough 
buyers. 

By August last year the likes 
of Airtours, First Choice and 
Thomson were giving away 
breaks at prices that barely 
covered aircraft charter and 
hotel block- booking. 

Profits at leading companies 
plunged and they vowed last au- 
tumn not to make the same mis- 
take again. This summer, 
capacity has been cut to &5 mil- 
lion holidays. Mr Coe said it 


means customers have found it 
increasingly difficult to buy the 
holiday they want. As a result 
of smaller discounts, many are 
plum p in g to pay foil price for 
a named hotel they can see pic- 
tures of rather than take a 
chance on an unnamed venue 
for a saving of maybe only £40. 

The tone was set for this sum- 
mer when Thomson introduced 
“fluid pricing" las t autumn. It 
rewarded early booking? with 
discounts and promised higher 
prices as summer approached. 
The threat to holidaymakers 
was that hanging on would in- 
crease the cost rather than 
throw up the bargains they had 
come to expect 

A spokesman at Thomson 
said: “It was such an obvious 
idea, it is amazing really that no 
one had thought of it before." 

Airtours 
added a new 
twist to the cut- 
throat battle for 
a share of the 
package market 
this season when 
it launched its 
summer 1997 
brochures at the 
beginning of 
July, before 
many holiday- 
makers bad left 
for this year’s 
trip. The move 
caused a furore 
in the travel 
business, with 
•" agents com- 
plaining they were being forced 
to sell holidays for three seasons 
at the same time. 

Yesterday, however, Airtours 
claimed the tactic had been an 
overwhelming success, giving it 
50 per cent of the holidays so 
far sold for next year. 

The spokeswoman for 
Thomson said the claim was 
meaningless, as it had only 
launched its own 1997 holi- 
days last week. She said Tbom- 
son had sold more holidays in 
three days than Airtours man- 
aged in the whole of July. Mr 
Coe said it was too eaity to sug- 
gest a return of the feel-good 
factor to the holiday market. 
But he said more cosdy holidays, 
including trips and cruises to far- 
away destinations, were the 
most expansive are! of the 
market. 

Analysts said the holiday 
companies appeared to have 
made a better fist of matching 

supply and demand this year but 
they questioned whether the in- 
dustry had really cured itself of 
its volatility. Rising profits, they 
said, would lead inevitably lead 
to more capacity, increasing 
competition and the return of 
the last-minute bargain. 


Sea view: The beach at Deauville, Normandy, is prepared for the new season which begins this weekend. Despite a fall in holiday bookings in 


have decreased and the long-haul flight market has expanded 


Photograph: Brian Harris 


Dangerous pools, faulty lifts and fire 
risks still hallmark of Costa Deathtrap 


MICHAEL STREETER 

Some holiday hotels abroad 
are a potential deathtrap, with 
only one out of 39 recently 
injected reaching a satisfactory 
overall level, according to a sur- 
vey by the Consumers’ 
Association . 

Most disturbing of all, the 
findings were slightly worse 
than in the association’s last sur- 
vey four years ago, when legis- 
lation came m to make tour 
operators legally responsible 
for the safety of the hotels that 
they use. 

The report found serious 
safety flaws in swimming pools, 
fire precautions, children’s play 
areas, lifts and balconies in two 
favourite destinations for 
Britons, Turkey and Grai 

Canaria. 

Kim Winter, acting deputj 
editor of the Consumers’ As 
sodsskm'sHoGday Which? mag 
urine that contains the repor 
said: “Following our last mmo; 
survey there is very little dif 
ference, the same old problem! 
keep cropping up. 

“There seems to be somi 
breakdown in how tour opera 


tors are keeping the hotels up 
to scratch." 

She added: “Some of these 
hotels are death traps - how 
many people must be maimed 
or killed before tour operators 
will take their responsibilities 
seriously?" 

Among the findings were 
that nine out of 19 pools in- 
spected at hotels in Gran Ca- 
naria were dangerous; three 
Turkish hotels had dangerous 
pools and 11 had pools winch 
rated as poor. 

Seven out of 20 Turkish ho- 
tels had fire safety problems and 
only four out of 16 hotels in 
Turkey were found to have sat- 
isfactory lifts. 

One hotel in Puerto Rico, 
Gran Canaria, had no fire alarm 


at all. A member of staff 
allegedly told inspectors: “If 
there’s a fire, we snout.” 

Other problems mdoded ho- 
tel corridors - one of them 48 
metres long - with dead ends. 

The one hotel which passed 
all inspections was the Sol 
Futya, m Side, Turkey, used by 
Thomson, First Choice ana 
Sanworld. 

In the previous survey carried 
out four years ago, only four 
hotels out of 42 were found to 
be satisfactory - slightly better 
than this year’s inspections, 
which had been carried out in 
June and July. 

The Federa tion cxfToox Op- 
erators (FTG), which represents 
most of the largest holiday 
firms, said it was “nonsense" to 


paint a pjctime of Hole or no 
improvement in hotel safety 
standards. A spokesman said: 
“We feel that the language and 
tone of this report is unfortu- 
nate and shrill, and we regret 
that." 

He said that companies bad 
made huge efforts on improv- 
ing safety standards, including 
producing an educational video 
for hotel owners, and staging 
road shows in different resorts 
about hotel safety. 

Keith Betton, head of cor- 
porate affairs at the Assodatfor 
of British -Travel Agents 
(AJBTA), which also represents 
tour operators, said: “We are 
surprised to see these results, 
bearing in Tmnd the fact that 
touroperators spend millions of 


pounds in safety infections. *As 
safety is atop priority, these al- 
legations will be fully investi- 
gated. If the claims are true, the 
problems will be rectified as 
soon as possible.” 

Despite the apparent slump 
in standards reported by 
Which?, there are no signs of a 
recent leap in the numbers of 
those complaining or taking 
legal action. The number of 
complaints about package hol- 
iday s made to ABTA remains 
constant at around one per 
thousand holidays. The overall 
figure for the industry as a 
whole is estimated ax around 
one per cent 

The FITTs chairman, Martin 
Brackenbury, said: “This is a 
cynical attempt tty tire Con- 


sumers’ Association to peddle 
simplistic solutions to very com- 
plex problems.” 

FTO members invest more 
than £12m a year in employing 
British safety professio nals and 
consultants to cany out in- 
spection and provides loans for 
hoteliers to make improve- 
ments. ^ 

“Statistics prove that it is al- 
ready much safer to take a 

Eomeand as standards rise all 
over the world it wfll continue 
to be so," saidMr Bradcenbuzy . 

Hotels were not used if 
inspectors had rejected them as 
in«a rffiei ftniiy safe andjagrafican t 
progress had been made, 
he. added. 

The FTO stated that it was 
conducting further investiga- 
tions in order to verity the sit- 
uation following the Holiday 
Which? allegations.'which were 
being disputed. 

A spokesman added: “Initial 
findings suggest that Holiday 
Which? are not correct in some 
of their assessments mid we re- 
iterate that hotels are not used 
if inspectors reject them as be- 
ing unsafe." 


Incredible value. Just a call away* 


• DELL DIMENSION P133i 

• INTEL® 133MHz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 

• 16Mb EDO RAM 

• 256Kb PIPELINE BURST CACHE 

• 1 6b E1DE HARD DRIVE 

• INTEGRATED U -BIT PO LOCAL BUS VIDEO WITH 
1Mb VIDEO MEMORY 

• 15' SVGA MONITOR (13.75" VIEWABLE AREA) 

• 3 Pa 2 ISA AND 1PCI/I5A SHARED EXPANSION SLOTS 

• SIX SPEED CD-ROM DRIVE 

• MID-SIZED DESKTOP CHASSIS 

• MICROSOFT WINDOWS 95 

• MICROSOFT OFFICE PROFESSIONAL 95 

• DELL MOUSE AND KEYBOARD 


£ 1,099 (£ 1 , 320.70 

inch delivery + VAT ) 
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Our latest PC package really is incredible. For just £1,099 (£1.320.70 including delivery & VAT) the 
Dell Dimension" P133t gives you the speed of a 133MHz Pentium® Processor, the performance of I6Mb 
EDO RAM a 256Kb Pipeline Burst Cache, the convenience of Microsoft® Office Professional 95 prdoadedr 
the industry s leading business application and a fast Sbc Speed OROM 
drive. Don't forget all the advantages of our award-winning support 
and the reliability you'd expect from the UK’s largest direct PC 

manufacturer? This incredible offer is just a 

call away on 01344 724670. n» direct to thk number one. 
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news 


£ We came for work and education, the sky was clouded. 
But it got better - and is getting better for all of us ? 


Jargest survey of Britain's 

Sr?IL m n n u nties charts changing 
ety- Rebecca Fowler reports 

U P “ intricate piece of 
she stepped off a plane f£»m XSHS' 01 * depicting tradi- 
Ba ^esh with iSt a stories eto- 




songgiea to keep their cni- 

tore while pursuing their dream, 

aaoTdmg to the largest study of 
ethnic minorities in Britain, 
published yesterday by the Of- 
fice for National Statistics. 

Alongside a quarter of all 
Bangladeshis faring fa Britain, 
Mis Chowdhury’s home is in 
Tower Hamlets, east London. 
She has a house near Brick 
Lane which bustles with traders 
selling familiar Asian fruits, 
fish and spices and wholesalers 

. wiuwumuy 

toamed young. Although she 
was unusual m gaining a degree 

at teacher training college, she 
was only 21 when she married, 
the average age for her culture, 
compared with 27 for while 
women and 33 for black Carib- 
bean women. 

At the Modem Saree Centre 
on Brick Lane, Ruhul Amin 
proudly displays his collection 
of wedding gowns in bright red 
silk threaded with gold, which 

cost FIRS To J 







uug nciier ior an oi us. 

Unlike the majority of the 
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Snapshots of life for Britain's ethnic minorities 


Want a 

free cordless 

screwdriver? 


The survey by the Office for National 
Statistics is the most wide-ranging study of 
ethnic minority groups in the UK. 

Its findings^howlhat 

■ In spring 1995, 3.2 million people 
belonged to an ethnic minority - slightly 
under 6 per cent of the population and up 
from just over three million four years earlier. 

■ One in eight black households in England 

and Wales was burgled in 1993 - twice the 
proportion in both the Pakistani/Bangladeshi 
and white groups. _ 

■ More than half of black Caribbean children 
were living in a singje- parent family in 1991. 

■ Black and Pakistani/Bangadeshi people 
had the highest unemployment rates - 24 
per cent and 27 percent respectively - 
compared with 12 per cent for Indians and 
just 8 per cent for whites in 1995. 


■ The ethnic minority population is 
concentrated in certain areas, with 25 per 
cent of all Bangladeshis in. Britain IMng in 
the London borough of Tower Hamlets. • 

■ South Asian groups - Indians, Pakistanis 
and Bangladeshis - have much higher 
proportions of married couples, than any 
othw ethnic group. 

■ Bangladeshi women are on average 21 
years old cm marriage, compared with 33 for 
black Caribbean women and 27 for whites. 

■ Cohabitation varies widely, with black 
Caribbean males far more Ukely to be 
cohabiting than their white counterparts/ 

■ Ability to speak Engfctrvaries, with only 
orie in 10 Bangladeshi women between 50 
and 74 able to do so and less than two- 
thirds of the Bangladeshi community asa 
whole being English-speakers. 


Vagrant ruled out 
as murder suspect 


LOUISE JURY 

A vagrant accused of rapingand 
murdering a British schoolgirl 
in France was released from cus- 
tody yesterday- His lawyer said 
. he was no longer a suspect. 

^ P.i trice Fade, 39, was arrest- 
’* jn connection with the death 
,,f Caroline JDkrkinsoii, 13, at 
Crt.tnArvx: Rrittanv. three 


wetKs aw 

haw confessed to the killing. 

His lawyer, RenS Blanchard, 
vevured his release >-esterday be- 
?hc examining magistrate. 


Sd to support the charge 

■mainst his client. 

^trPadewasfr^^^ 
jj. ton that hestays at 
. | 0 ihe authorities. Mr 

S rioted loo fast 

.... ^.licating magisuate. 
^^itmMsnoJon^rasns- 
-i He will have U» speak to 
p^ 1 ; .. iaa i n an vanons matters 

&lT^ryple^tththe 

^vx-fopment has 
T ! i residents of Pleura 

^hockod ^ Mant . S t Mkhel 

H « | jpns.ntarw ^ a $chool 

C f?Brittanv with Launccs- 
i r, Pi jS.^wnwaB, when she 

other* a t 3 youth 

h ‘^ c nby.* iMrPadefcftiail 



of three with a history of sexu- 
al offences, has allegedly ad- 
mitted he did it Officially,' no 
connection has been made be- 
tween the two murders. 

Christian Couet, the Mayor 
of Plejne Rrag&res, who at- 
tended Caroline's funeral in 
Cornwall, expressed dismay at 
the development. “When some-- 



Then here's the drill. 


*89*5 

CSB 550 RP, 

550 Waft Hammer DriU 
with case 


*84 


PSR 9.6VES-2 
9.6 Volt Cordless Drill 
with case 


Caroline Dickinson: Killed 
on school trip in Ranee 

at Ploemeur, near Ldrient, with 
his head covered, new nnnonrs 
about suspects were circulating 
in Pfafaerougeres. 

One pointed a fioger at a 
young brand man, dressed in a 
parka, who was reported to 
£ave threatened a German 
tourist two days before Caro- 

Ifae's murder and who-ra seen 

the day after by a French ght 
Questions were also being 
a^lced about a possible connec- 
tion with the rape and murder 
0 f an 11 -year-old finnch girl 

■ i- - aAat 


RcdotL about 100 miles away. 
• Michel Bazarewsld, a father 


crime that he is suspected of, 
there is no reason to doubt 
him,” be said. 

Other people were ques- 
tioned after Mr Pade v s arrest 
but the townsfolk believed the 
investigators were simply 
putting the finishing touches to 
the inquiry, Mr Couet said. 
“Besides, these farther inter- 
views appear not to have pro- 
vided any further dues.” 

But the manager of a hotel 
200m from the youth hostel 
where the murder took place 
said many villagers had had 
their doubts. 

The man, who did not give his 
name, said: “The fact that 
Patrice Fade is not the rapist 
does not surprise us at alL 
From the start, this arrest always , 

seemed bizarre to us; it was all ■ 

too swift, wo easy-" 

When news of the DNA test 
results emerged on Ibesday, 
Caroline's parents, John and 
Sue Dickinson, expressed dis- 
may that the “small consola- 
tion" gained from the quick ' 

arrest was to be denied them. 


And here's 
another one. 



That’s right, simply buy one of the selected drills on offer atDo It AH (two RA IV JIB ■ 
of them are shown above), and get a cordless screwdriver worth £22.95 If If I I fILL 

absolutely free. Burt hurry, this offer is only available while stocks last LEI’S DO UP BRITAIN! 


Offer subject to avaBabUity. Offfer only appHes to products featured phis PSB 680-2RE, 680 Watt Hammer Drill with 


case £109.95 
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Bronze Age high-rise comes home to Loch Tay with a house on stilts 



Final straw: Thatchers at work on a crannog in Loch Tay, Tayside. The house Is the first reconstruction of a traditional loch dwelling, which have housed extended families 
throughout the Scottish highlands since the Bronze Age. Six volunteers have worked on the project for two years, using only natural materials and traditional building 
methods. This week, they will thatch the roof of the crannog to finish the project Photograph: Colin McPherson 
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MICROWAVE ON ALL. 


(SAMSUNG M6235, NORMAL PRICE £89.99) 


FREE STOVES ST00 
COOKER HOOD' 


STOVES 

NEWHOMS 550 SIS St 
(MAHOGANY RED OR GREEN) 
•Class fold down lid 
•FuH width door windows 
Our norma! price £669.99 
Save £7° / 

SALE PRICE W 

£5995? 

BUT XOW m* 1*NIV«T 1WT' if* 


LEISURE LAUREAT 2 

• Cook 'n a run oven lining* 

■ Lefcun? "Handy mrk Aired to oven dew 

Our normal price £449.99 Save £100 

SALE PRICE £34999 w 




HALF PRICE DR ELICA 60 
EXCEL COOKER HOOD t+ 


LEISURE 

RANGEMASTER 55 ■ 

(BLUE OR GREEN) 

• Brass efiect coruroJ knobs 
and handies 

•Uodcand minute timer - 
Our normal price £74959 
Sate £90 • •- 

SALE PRICE 



O 


£659.99 


TRICITY BENDIX S1221 

• large conventional oven • Full width grill 
Our normal price £32999 Save £140 g i% 

SALE PRICE £18999 w 



HUGE SAVINGS ON FIRES 


WONDERFIRE SENATOR 

CLASSIC BLACK 


4.ILIV hear output 
Cost Iron case 


Our normal price £589.99 
Save £90 

SALE PRICE W 

£499.99 
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FOCAL POINT OONVFCTAFLAME 

Our normal pitci? U49 W £7000^ W 1 

Saw ISO SALE PRICE £.ZTf.99 M 
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PHCE £319.99 
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VALOR VISAGE (BLACK) 


• unique 'firasllde' control 

• 3 JkW heat output 

Our normal price £50999 
Save £50 

SALE PRICE W 

£459.99 

BL'T SOW FW tfHL Iff W>t 1VW.I 



NEW WORLD POWERFtAME 


pbq £36®??,^^ 


save £50 
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ROBINSON WILLEY firedance 

Our rwnrul once £MM9 £<J 7 Q A 1 

Save £70 SALE PRICE Lj/“59 W 
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SAVE £100 ON THIS COOKER 





SAVE £500 
ON THIS COOKER 


BELLING 



FARMHOUSE 902 (RED) 

• Double oven 

• Automatic timer 

Our normal price 

OO 

Save £500 w 


SALE PRICE 


DUAL 

FUEL 


aiynowhi Ant Mr- iv« n.s*) 


£139.99 


GREAT SAVINGS 
ON BBQs 


SUNBEAM 

WARWICK 

Our normal price £139.99 

Was £10 saving 

Now additional £30 saving 

SALE PRICE A 

£99.99 • 



nouncs GAS MO CAS aonu count 


UP TO 1 
25% OFF 1 

* SELECTED I 

I FREESTANDING COOKERS I 



HALF PRICE 
TUMBLE DRYER 


CROSSLEE 

WHITE KNIGHT 411 
TUMBLE DRYER 
■ Sensordry facility 
• 2 heat settings 
Our normal price £23999 
Save £120 

SALE PRICE 

£119.99 © 

■uYNmvnvMNuw wi*« eu«i 


HALF PRICE 
MICROWAVE 


GOLDSTAR 

MSI 706 

• 0.6 cubic feet 
•800 watt 
Our normal 
price £159.99 
Save £80 

SALE PRICE 



£79.99 


* SELECTED ■ 
I SHOWERS I 

I AT | 


HALF PRICE GAS FIRES 



BUY NOW PAY JANUARY 1997* (APR 29.5%) ON 
SELECTED FIRE AND FIRE SURROUND PACKAGES 


INSTALLATION 
SERVICE AVAILABLE 


(CALL FOR DETAILS OF 
YOUR NEAREST SHOP 


FREE HOME DELIVERY I EXTENDED GUARANTEES! OVER 240 SHOPS 

WITHIN MAINLAND UK (EXCLUDING 1 AVAILABLE ON I I Ari An ^ A - 

CASH AND CARRY ITEMS) I MOST PRODUCTS L I NATIONWIDE 10800 850 900 
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MPs back 

return to 

free care 
in old age 


GLENDA COOPER 

People should receive free nure- 
ine care in their old_ age, 
whether in an NHS hospitalor 
a private musing home, MPs 
said yesterday. 

The change is “the most im- 
mediately attractive” that could 
be made m tackling the problem 
of funding long-term care for the 
elderly, the Commons Health 
Committee said, declaring that 
warnings that the UK faces a 
demographic timebomb over 
ageing as ’‘downright alarmist . 

Although demand for such 
care will rise there is "no im- 
mediate funding crisis", MPs 
from the cross-party committee 
said, launching their report 
yesterday. , 

The proposal submitted by 
the Royal College of Nursing 
“would tackle the most manifest 
unfairness in the present sys- 
tem". the report concluded. 

At present someone in a 
hospital acute ward receives free 
nursing care while people with 
simil ar problems in nursing 
homes are means- tested for 
their care. The public found 
such an “illogical and indefen- 
sible" distinction “baffling” and 
the RCN pointed out that this 
means that the “physical loca- 
tion rather than the individual's 
needs determines whether or 
not the NHS pays for care". 

“Access to nursing care is a 
fundamental right," said Chris- 
tine Hancock, the RON’S gen- 
eral secretary. “Nursing is free 
for a young man who has his 
hernia repaired, it is free for . 
wealthy middle-aged people. 
It is only questioned for people 
in their eighties." 

Hie Government has said 


tha t implementing the change 
in England would cost the tax- 
payer an extra ilSUm a war and 
the committee called for the 
proposal to be examined as 
soon as possible. 

The report also cnficisesthe 
Government for failing to pro- 
vide satisfactory answers to the 
question of how to fund such 
care in future. The proposed 
••partnership scheme" - where 
individuals who insure for their 
care at retirement will be able 
to keep 0 larger pari of their as- 
sets -will “at best" form “a use- 
ful part of an overall package", 
the committee said. For the 
foreseeable future, many peo- 
ple will be too poor to afford 
such schemes. 

Proposals which would allow 
people to take a lower pension 
on retirement in return for a 
higher pension offer a solution 
only for “a minority of rich peo- 
ple". 

In addition, the Government 
has failed to provide even rough 
citings for its proposals, so that 
“the taxpayer is in effect being 
invited to sign a blank cheque". 

While a range of options 
needs to be considered, the 
committee said “a major option 
is to maintain the stains quo" - 
where general taxation provides 
NHS care free at the point of 
delivery, but social care remains 
subject to a means test. 

Sally G reengross, director of 
Age Concern, welcomed the 
report but called for more clar- 
ification of the boundaries be- 
tween health care (which is 
free) and soda! care (which is 
means-tested), and expressed 
concern that the committee 
suggested a ceiling on the cost 
of care at home. 


Lib Dems turn 
off garden taps 


NICHOLAS SCHOON 

Environment Correspondent 

The Liberal DemoCTats yester- 
day called for compulsory 
water metering for households 
with garden sprinklers and 
swimming pools. 

The proposal is aimed at 
curbing the rising demand for 
water and avoiding the need 
for costly new reservoirs and 
pipelines, which all consumers 
would end up paying for. 

The Liberal Democrats’ 
spokesman, Matthew Thyior, 
aid meters would be “tough but 
fair". Every home with a meter 
would be entitled to a low-pay- 
meat rate for normal household 
use, but a higher rate for water 
ccrasumption above that 

It will be the least popular 
policy in a populist document 
built on public antipathy to the 
water companies’ big profits and 
the large. East-growing salaries 
of their senior executives. 

Half of profits above those 
“expected from an average, 
low-risk enterprise” would have 
to be given back to customers 
as bill rebates. Alternatively, half 
the excess profit would be used 
to cat pollution, or qxmt on 
other local environmental pro- 
jects related to water. 

The liberal Democrats say 
the industry regulator ought to 
decide what profits are rea- 
sonable. They reject Labour’s 
“windfall tax” on utility profits. 
But the new policy includes a 
2-per-cent levy on all water 


profits to provide grants and 
interest-free loans for installing 
water-efficient appliances. 

The companies would be set 
mandatory targets for cutting 
mains leakage, with financial 
penalties for missing them. 

The document says water 
bills ought to be cut, by insist- 
ing that the companies raise 
more of the massive invest- 
ment funds needed for renew- 
ing mains and cutting sewage 
pollution through long-term 
borrowing and share issues, 
and less through increased 
charges to customers. 

It would become illegal to dis- 
connect households on low 
incomes which fell behind with 
their bills. The charging system 
applied to most households, 
which is based on the old coun- 
cil rates, would be replaced by 
bills based on councD tax bands. 

Liberal Democrats are keen 
to see bills cut in the Vifest Coun- 
try, where they have some of 
their strongest support, be- 
cause water there costs more 
than anywhere else. The reason 
is the huge cost of cleaning 
sewage discharged into the sea 
at hundreds of points along the 
region’s coastline. 

The party believes that this 
coastline, which is Britain’s 
favourite beach area, is a na- 
tional asset and the cleaning 
cost ought not to fall only on 
locals. This and other projects 
“of national environmental im- 
portance” would be subsidised 
by consumers across Britain. 
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JASON BENNETTO 

Cnme Correspondent: 


is dusted for fingerprints 


? Picasso original worth 

PbUsh CTpatriates, one of 
^° m . clai ?B to be the Olegiti- 

xf < ^l hler of Kcasso. 

Mark Hams, an ait histori- 
an who part-owns the 15inch 

^pert on the Internetafterhe 
a , Plcasso signature 

teJtajf ™ b P™ ™ lie 

He was put in touch with 
Mart in Leadbe tier, head of 
Cam bndgeshire Police’s fin- 
gerpnnt unit, who agreed to tiv 
x ° the drawing!, 

I*™ 0 ? J 9 ? 1 the owners of the 
blaek-ink-on-paper drawing 
have been attempting to get a 
ropy of Picasso's thumb print 
from his family and the Picas- 
so museum in Paris, bin have 
been refused. 

.Mr Lea dbe tier has made two 
tnps to the BihUothixpu? Na- 
tionals museum in Paris and has 
examined about 500 Picasso 
originals in search of a copy of 
the artist’s thumb print, but has 
foiled to discover any so far. “It 
will take a lot of detection to 
track down the thumb prints,'’ 
he said. 

Mr Leadbetter hopes to lo- 
cate a plaster cast of Picasso's 
hands and a work certificate 
from the 1940s which is sup- 
posed to have his prints on it. 



Hattam Pfcw** Unknown MM®**** 



*rtrt to the test: The 

The drawing was found by a 
Brighton art dealer along with 
four otoer pictures, also wife Pi- 
casso’s name on them, during 
a house clearance in fee 1970s. 
The Brighton dealer kepi the 
pictures for several years, but 
sold them after experts from 
Sotheby’s and Christie’s failed 
to authenticate them. The cru- 
cifix oicture was bought in 1993 
for £25 and is now owned by a 
syndicate of four people. 

Commenting on the dra wing, 
Mr Leadbetter said: “It’s an aw- 
ful thing to look at - 1 wouldn’t 

pay £25 for ft." 

Mr Harris, who lives near 
Worthing in Sussex, said yes- 
terday that he uncovered V' 
wealth of evidence that showed 
the drawing was by Picasso. “1 
and a number of Picasso histo- I 






j*NtiN): ^i//vtn*Mwndhk 
WtfftHytl gBftgigJ N WHK 1 flrtgMrift t jjHW^rtgg] &*Wr 




..U 
■ • 




Figure of hate: Angel of the North Photograph: North News 



wins 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

The Angel of the North - “a 
monument to the stupidity of 
Gateshead council" as one 
councillor put it - will today be 
awarded £5,000 for helping to 
regenerate the town. 

Ironically, this is fee opposite 
effect many Gateshead resi- 
dents believe fee brooding steel 
statue will have when ft is finally 
erected in March next year. 

The Angel, by Turner prize- 
winner, Antonv Gormley, will 
have a 150- ft wing span and will 
dominate the Gateshead sky- 
line. Detractors have compared 
its fasdstic presence to Albert 
Speer’s Luftwaffe memorial. 

Neverthless, fee British Gas 
Properties/Arts Councils Work- 
ing ror Cities Awards panel will 
announce today that it has won 
its art-in-progress prize, with fee 
support of the Heritage Secre- 
tary, Virginia Bottom! ey. 

The award to Gateshead 
council is the latest tranche of 
money fee statue has won. It has 
also been given a £584,000 lot- 
tery grant, £150,000 by the Eu- 
ropean Regional Development 
Fund and £45,000 by Northern 
Arts in Newcastle. 


Such was fee ire the propos- 
al initially aroused in residents, 
feat 4,000 people signed a pe- 
tition calling for ft not to be put 
up. But fee council, which is not 
footing any of the £800,000 bill 
itself, believes the town is re- 
lenting its opposition. 

Recently, it arranged for an- 
other Gormley piece, Field For 
The British Isles, to be put on 
view to win over residents. The 
work, composed of 40,000 tiny 
terracotta figures, appears to 
have turned the tide of opinion. 

The comments book is cov- 
ered with praise. “Can't wait for 
fee Angel,’' said one* vikftofr 1 
“Highly impressive," says an- 
other. “We welcome Gonn- 
Icy," said a third. 

Such has been the publicity 
feat there are suggestions ft may 
even raise fee pnee of proper- 
ty with a view of the statue. 

The other winners of the 
£5,000 awards were: A Light in 
Docklands, the world's largest 
femmorarv arts DTOfect; Spital- 
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Library and Arts centre; the Pi- 
oneers, C&idiff, a community 
arts project; arid fee Batley 
Public Art Programme in west 
Yorkshire. 


DAILY POEM 

The Weepies 

By Paul Muldoon 

Most Saturday afternoons 
At the local Hippodrome 
Saw the Pathc-New rooster; 

Then the recurring dream 

Of a lonesome drifter 
Through uninterrupted range. 

Will Hunter, so gtfted 

He eouhf peel an orange 

In a single, finer* gesture, 

Was the leader of our gang. 

The curtain rose this afternoon 
On a lion, not a gong. 

When the crippled giri 
U7to wanted to be a dancer 
Met the married man 
11 hn was dying of cancer. 

Our hankies unjiuled 

Jn even B7/7 Hunters hands. ■ , - . 

Paul MuWooi fo5 ?dio l 
Queen s Umveraty, BemK, w ^ m 1 987 he moved to the 
producer ^ Columbia, 

US and has since ; heWt^c fi^^usettsai AmhereL Bber 

from which this poem is taken. 
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Afrikaners trek ^ ne y s * u( fents take to the roac> over^c^ * Jvi® 

into wilderness 
of Mozambique 


regime spent much of its ener- 
gies weakening its neighbours. 

Through the settling of 24 
tanners in Lkhinga, alongside 
scores of others doing it for 
themselves elsewhere in north- 
ern Mozambique, the two coun- 
tries hope to establish an 
agricultural infrastructure in 
Mozambique. After years of 
civil war, the country boasts 
plenty of fertile land but none 
of the skills or equipment need- 
ed to take advantage of it 

Post-apartheid South Africa 
expects to benefit from the 
region's economic improve- 
ments. And by strengthening its 
eastern neighbour, which is one 
of the world's poorest countries, 
it may also stem the flow of 


MARY BRAID 

Johannesburg 

For the past IS months, South 
Africa’s Afrikaner fanners have 
been trickling in small groups 
across the country’s northern 
border, re-enacting the Great 
Trek of their 19th-century an- 
cestors into the interior, to 
escape British rule. 

They have travelled to re- 
mote rural outposts of Mozam- 
bique, Zambia and (he Congo, 
some driven by racist pique 
following the overthrow of 
apartheid. others by despair at 
the violent social unrest which 
has accompanied South Africa’s 
transition to democracy. 

Yesterday the South African 
government took advantage of 
die dissatisfaction of these white 
farmers to unveil an agreement 
with Mozambique to settle 
them in Uchinga, in northern 
Mozambique. 

The move is part of the new 
South Africa's attempts to 
strengthen the economies of its 
neighbours. It has already 
helped build a road to Mozam- 
bique and a highway to Namib- 
ia through Botswana, which is 
ironic, as the old apartheid 


KANSAS DAYS 


Russell keeps 
faith with its 
favourite son 


illegal immigrants who are ex- 
acerbating South Africa's own 
economic problems. 

Mozambique hopes to ben- 
efit from the strengthening of 
its agricultural base, which was 
ravaged by war, and by the pre- 
dicted creation of 28,000 jobs. 

Despite its fertile soQ it im- 
ports 281,000 tons of cereals a 
year. The World Food Pro- 
gramme is engaged in an 


Driving west from Kansas City 
on Interstate 70, you run a ver- 
itable gauntlet of celebrity to 
reach Russell, Kansas, the place 
Bob Dole believes to be the 
moral centre of America. You 
pass the hometowns of three as- 
tronauts no less, before en- 
countering the Agriculture Hall 
of Fame and then the Grey- 
hound Hall of Fame (“A Rac- 
er, A Hero, A Pet, A Friend.) 
But finally after three hours 
across the prairie you make it 
Russell, according to the pre- 
packaged mythology no presi- 
dential candidate can now do 
without is Bob Dole. Forget 
Washington and the Congress 
where he spent his most pro- 
ductive years. This was where he 
was born and raised. Tb Russell 
he returned in 1945, a prema- 
ture war veteran of just 22, crip- 
pled and half killed by wounds 
suffered in Italy. Here you can 
still see the drug store where 
they collected $1,800 - a vast 
sum in those days - to send Bob 
Dole to Chicago to see the spe- 



Bob Dole: Per fect specimen 
of small-town America 


cialist who would put his body 
and soul together again. 

It iras in Russell last year that 
he formally declared ms candi- 
dacy. Here he returned last 
month to celebrate (if that is the 
right word) his 73rd birthday, 
and here this Saturday he will 
present his vice-presidential 
running mate to the world. All 
will be recounted in a misty 
sepia-tinted video of a remark- 
able life (hat will be the back- 
drop to the convention in San 
Diego, and whose location 
shooting took place here the 
morning after he turned 73. 

Bill Clinton is still fond of de- 
picting himself as the man from 
Hope, Arkansas. But Bob Dole 
is the man from Russell, an even 
more perfect specimen of a 
half-vanished, eternally decent 
smail-town America, clothed 
in innocence, friendliness and 
God. 

And as a stage set the town 
is perfect. On a hot midsummer 
day. hardly a soul stirs on the 
broad, wide streets, lined with 
two- or Lhrce-Story brick build- 
ings. But Dole is everywhere. 
Every shop on Main Street is 
festooned with Dole insignia. 


the billboards of restaurants and 
motels are made over to hap- 
py birthday signs - even the old 
Dream moviehouse, dosed now 
but still smart painted in ochre 
and pale blue, pays its tribute. 
Mostly the pesters and pho- 
tographs show a younger Dole 
in bis fifties, kindly sidestepping 
the age issue that is his great- 
est handicap. 

Beyond, to the north and 
south, east and west, the ram- 
rod straight avenues merge 
back into the vast plains. “Rus- 
sell, Kansas, home of Bob 
Dole," proclaims the sign on the 
white grain silo standing sentinel 
over the railway line on the 
north side of town, just a stone's 
throw from the Dole family 
home at 1035, Maple Street, bat 
somehow on the very edge of 
civilisation. 

As a makeshift museum of 
old oilfield equipment which 
you see when you hit town 
from the Interstate suggests, 
what passes for the golden age 
of Russell is kuig gone. But even 
now the place looks relatively 
prosperous; the stillness is of 
peace, not desperation; of peo- , 
pie who will not easily be 
moved. Dole's sister still lives on ! 
Maple Street Her sibling's im- 
portance has earned her the 
protection of the police, parked 
close by in a couple of cars, one 
marked and one unmarked, 
both surely baking under the 
midday sun. An old cotton- 
wood tree on the comer pro- 
vides shade. White plastic 
deckchairs surround a side 
porch. The unostentatious but 
immaculately kept red-brick 
structure with its American flag 
implanted in the lawn bespeaks 
the chosen virtues of Kansas, 
Russell and Bob Dole, of thrift 
and toil, plainspeaking and 
patriotism. 

But will these values be 
enough? “It would be nice if you 
could all come to the inaugu- 
ration,’’ he told a crowd of 
L500 people (out of a town pop- 
ulation or under 5,000) assem- 
bled for a cakes- and-ice cream 
birthday rally in Russell’s one 
park, an occasion as scripted 
and soulless as most of the 
Dole campaign thus Ear. Right 
now, a trip halfway across the 
continent looks about as prob- 
able as the reopening of the 
Dream movie house. Instead, 
come January, a more Hkely pil- 
grimage beckons. Almost 100 
miles north-west -but still with- 
in the great state of Kansas - lies 
another small town called Nor- 
ton. There, on the mezzanine 
floor of the First State Bank on 
105 West Main Street, another 
hall of feme of sorts is to be 
found. It is the Gallery of Also 
Runs, a foloro museum of can- 
didates who ran for president 
and lost. Barring a miracle, a 
section devoted to the man 
from Russell will soon be join- 
ing them. 

Rupert Cornwell 


For the white South African 
farmers, the trek provides an es- 
cape from the threat of land re- 
distribution and enables them 
to hold on to the Afrikaner 
dream of rural independence. 
They are being offered land 
concessions for 50 years, re- 
newable on the expiry date. - 

The only party poopers are 
Mozambique's peasants who 
complain that the land is being 
sold to white colonialists, which 
would be a strange conclusion 
to Mozambique's revolutionary 
struggle for independence from 
Portugal. 

“Mozambique imports every 
kernel of wheat," said Piet 
Gous, the farmer and politician 
who organised the settlement 
“There is no infrastructure 
there. You cannot get diesel, 
herbicides or pesticides. All 
these must be put in place." 

While the risks for South 
African farmers were great he 
said, many hoped for a better, 
more secure future. Uchinga’ s 
land was more fertile than that 
from which they previously 
made a living, “we will start 
slowly and expand next year. It 
will be a process of evolution, , 
not a revolution," he said. 
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University challenge: Thousands of student demonstrators marched through the streets of Sydney yesterday; bringing city frame 

students, who were challenging government cuts m tertiary education budgets, converged on the Libera! Party s headquarters Pnotograpn. neuter 
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Russians lose 
Chechen capital 

to rebel attack 


HELEN WOMACK 

Moscow 

. A band of a few hundred rebels 
' yesterday humiliated a far 
superior force of Russian troops 
by attacking the compound of 
the pro-Moscow government fo 
the centre of the Chechen 
capital, Grozny, 

The fighting, the worst in the 
region since the beginning of 
this year, showed Boris Yeltsin 
was hack at square one with the 
Chechen separatists, neither 
able to make peace with them, 
as he promised to do before the 
presidential elections, nor 
capable of crushing them. 

Throughout the day, Russian 
helicopter gun ships fired rock- 
ets against rebel positions m 
various parts of the dty because 
federal forces had more or less 
lost control of the situation on 
the ground. Interfax news 
agency said the guerrillas were 
^blocking Russian troops at their 
1 • own checkpoints. “Our corre- 
spondent reports that the dty 
is effectively controlled by the 
rebels," it said. 

In the afternoon, the rebels 
seized the telephone exchange 
and launched an attack on the 


wuiij UUWII 

‘ 5 ®5 e J nen f- The most senio 
officials of the puppet goveix 
jnent, led by Doku Zavgaye\ 
had already retreated to th 
Russian military base a 
Miankala, on the edge of th 
city. Even there they were no 
safe, as Interfax reported tha 
a sniper had picked off an 
killed the commander. 

In the absence of teievisioi 
pictures, the news agency jour 
nalists became stars. Serge 
Trofimov oflass filed from tin 
besieged compound; “The join 
nalists are going down into thi 
basement of the building whicl 
is under fire from grenadi 
launchers." He added: The 
will by to report information fo 
as long as possible." 

Interior ministry troops am 
Chechen police defended thi 
compound against the rebels 
whose attacks eased in thi 
evening. A spokesman said the 
separatists offered to open uj 
a corridor to let out journalist 
and civilians. A column of Russ 
ian armour with regular troop 
set off from Khanka l a to rein 
force units in the dty but wa 
unable to reach them immedi 


aleiy as the rebels had mined the 
road into town. 

The army seemed reluctant 
to help the lightly aimed inte- 
rior ministry troops, perhaps re- 
membering the disastrous days 
of early 1995, after Moscow fist 
intervened in Chechnya, when 
soldiers intanks proved to be 
easy targets for fast-moving 
guerrillas, unril Kremlin forces 
finally took the Chechen capi- 
tal. llie rebels retreated to the 
southern mountains but made 
a raid cm Grozny this March, be- 
fore the present assault 

The Deputy Interior Minis- 
ter, Pavel Golnbets, said 29 
Russian soldiers bad been killed 
and a hundred injured in this 
week's battles. Interfax dted a 
militar y SOUTCC who put the 
death toll among federal troops 
at 50 and said 200 had been 
wounded. There were no casu- 
alty figures for the rebels or civil- 
ians caught up in the figh ting. 

Many tivflians were report- 
ed to have left Grozny before 
the rebels infiltrated the dty on 
Tuesday, raising speculation 
that the separatists had warned 
sympathisers about the attack. 

But Moscow should have 
read the signs. For days before 
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Up in arms; Yeltsin describes plans for hts forthcoming presidential inauguration with the ceremony’s organiser Photograph: Reuter 


their offensive, the rebels had the negotiating table. But Russ- The eruption of Russia's leader, who is said to have widely expected to come up with 
been making no secret of their ian officials now rule out talks, “internal Af ghanistan " has left been exhausted by the election a fresh approach to Chechnya. 
angpr ahmtf Rmacran air r aids rm Rindamantalkt tTychen*, gwh Moscow floundering. Yesterday campaign. But they are puzzled Yesterday the retired gener- 

Chechen villages, which broke as Salman Raduyev, who was President Yeltsin seemed in- by the lack of initiatives from Mr al said only that the Chechen 

the peace deal Mr Yeltsin made believed dead but recently terested only in the preparations Yeltsins new national security problem could not be solved 

to woo voters last month. resurfaced after plastic surgery, for his inaug uration on Friday, adviser, Alexander Lebed, co- “exclusively by coercive meth- 

Moderate Chechen leaders will settle for nothing less than Ordinary Russians do not. opted onto the Kremlin team af- ods" and talked of “organising 

say the latest assault is de- forcing Russia out of Ichkeria, perhaps, expect anything more ter doing well in the first round a congress of representatives of 

signed to force Moscow back to as the separatists call Chechnya, inspiring from their ageing of the presidential election and the Chechen people". 
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Woman 
who spied 
for love 


pays price 


IMRE KARACS 
Bonn 


“The defendant caused no se- 
rious dama^ to tte Federal Re- 
public of Germany,” said the 
chief judge, before giving a 
verdict she no doubt frit was im- 
bued with Solomonic wisdom. 

Gabriele Alb in, a 51-year 
old woman who had been 
tricked into spying for the Stasi, 
was found guilty of the crime of 
treason. The punishment two 
years’ suspended jail sentence, 
plus a fine of DM30,000 and 
costs, totalling a quarter of a 
million Deutschmarks. 

It is a high price to pay for a 
love affair Ural proved to be 
one-sided, but Ms Albin was re- 
lieved to be free at last of the 
East German spies who first 
trapped her in a web of deceit, 
then helped to convict her, and 
free of the German state's 
vengeance. “I have waited for 
this moment for five years, four 
months and 21 days," she said. 
“All I want to do now is pay the 
bill and leave.” 

Her sentence could have 
been much worse. The state had 
asked for three years* impris- 
onment and a heavier fine, but 
the court accepted the defence 
argument that Ms Albin had not 
known she was spying for the 
East Germans. 

She had been seduced in 
1977 by a Stasi agent posing as 
a West German businessman, 
who persuaded her to steal 
militaiy documents from (he US 
embassy where she worked as 
a translator. He told Ms Albin 
that the documents were des- 
tined for a peace foundation. 

The agent, who pretended to 
be faerfiaoed, died last year. His 
colleagues and superiors, full- 
time cogs in the wheel of East 
Germany’s machine of repres- 
sion, were also given amnesties 
last year and recycled as pros- 
ecution witnesses. One by one 
they came into the DusseJdorf 
courtroom to testify against 
their former charge. She had 
had no inkling of their existence. 
They, it turned out, knew every 
intimate detail of her life. 

The prosecution failed to 
prove that Ms Albin had ben- 
efited financially from her ac- 
tions, while the judges accepted 
that die was under the complete 
emotional control of her Stasi 
“fiance". The defence also suc- 
cessfully argued that the stolen 
documents had posed little if 
any danger to the security of 
Germany or Nato. 

But the court felt somebody 
had to be punished, and since 
the Stasi agents who master- 
minded the operation now en- 
joy legal immunity, Ms Albin 
was given a token sentence. 

“My friends have urged me 
to go to the European Court, 
but they don’t realise that I still 
have to go through two trials in 
Germany ,” she said. 

Rather titan appeal against a 
verdict she feels is unjust she 
is selling her bouse and seeking 
permission to live abroad. The 
state’s diligent bureaucrats, 
meanwhile, can draw comfort 
from the knowledge that an- 
other file has been tidied up. 


West to set up ‘balanced’ 
TV news service for Bosnia 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 


An Anglo-American team is to 
establish a new independent 
television service in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina in advance of 
national elections next mouth. 
The current affaire and news 
programming is intended to 
ensure “balanced, multi-party 
coverage" for key areas of the 
country. 

The service, which will be 
made available via satellite to 
local television stations in 
Bosnia, wilJ compete with ex- 
isting networks, which in most 
cases are associated with one or 
other of the ethnic groups, and 
which have been accused of bias 
in the coverage of political 
events. So for, local stations in 


Sarajevo, M os tar and Vitez 
have agreed to lake the feed, 
which will be broadcast terres- 
trially to the local population. 
Other sites will be added, pro- 
vided local stations agree, al- 
though there is no sign yet that 
stations in Serb-occupied areas 
will support the initiative. 

The project was developed ty 
the Washington-based Open 
Society Institute, anon-partisan, 
non-profit research organisation 
backed by the financier .George 
Soros. The initiative has support 
from the International Feder- 
ation of Journalists and is fi- 
nanced by the World Bank. 

Staff will be drawn in part 
from neighbouring Slovenia, 
and wffi be supplemented by lo- 
cal journalists from the Muslim 
and Croat communities in 


Bosnia. The project’s backers 
are aware of the need to recruit 
independent journalists, given 
the slate of ethnic relations in 
the country. 

“The intention is to ensure 
broadcast pluralism in the cru- 
cial lead up to the elections on 
14 September," said a source 
dose to the project. A source at 
one of the companies supplying 
logistical support said: “Every- 
one on Ihe? ground is aware of 
how important the media will be 
in these elections.". 

A Russian cargo aircraft is 
scheduled to leave Stanstcd 
Airport, near London, today, 
carrying £3m worth of trans- 
mission, editing and production 
equipment supplied by NTL. 
the British television transmis- 
sion company. A team of six 


technicians will help set up the 
channel. Also on hand will be 
personnel from Harris, a lead- 
ing US manufacturer of trans- 
mitters, which has agreed to 
install a new transmitter at 
Banja Luka, site of the British 
militaiy contingent in Bosnia. 

Ifor. the United Nations 
peace implementation force, is 
to ensure that there is no in- 
terference with the service. It is 
expected that the service would 
continue after the elections, 
and could form the embryo of 
a new national channel. 

The news service is expected 
to go on air.within a few weeks. 
“Inis has been a difficult exer- 
cise, involving many people, 
and will have taken only 10 
weeks from start to finish 
said a British source. 


Serbs and Croats plan recognition 


TONY BARBER 

Europe Editor 


Presadeot Slobodan Milosevic of 
Serbia and President Franjo 
Tudjman of Croatia agreed 
yesterday on a framework for 
establishing diplomatic rela- 
tions between Serb-led nmop 
Yugoslavia and Qroatia. 

The agreement, reached al a 
seaside hotel near Athens, rep- 
resented the most important 
breakthrough in Serb-Croat 
relations since Yugoslavia col- 
lapsed into civil war in 1991. 

Before the surprise meeting 
in Greece between the two 
presidents, Croatia made clear 
it would not agree to mutual 
recognition unless rump Yu- 


goslavia. which comprises Ser- 
bia and Montenegro, acknowl- 
edged Croatia’s international 
bonders. In practice, this meant 
that Mr Milosevic would have 
to renounce any claim on 
Eastern Slavonia, an enclave in 
Croatia which was seized by the 
Serbs in 1991 and is the last 
piece of Croatian territory still 
in Serb hands. 

Eastern Slavonia is under a 
transitional UN administration 
but, in accordance with an 
agreement last year, should re- 
vert to Croatia's control by the 
end of 1997. Yesterday's an- 
nouncement appeared to seal 
this agreement, dashing the 
hopes of Serbs in Eastern Slavo- 
nia that Mr Milosevic might 


absorb their region into rump 
Yugoslavia. 

An accord on mutual recog- 
nition was also held up by 
territorial disputes on the Adri- 
atic coast between Croatia and 
Montenegro. Other problems, 
such as how to divide op former 
Yugoslavia’s foreign debt 
among the five successor stales, 

are gradually being solved. 

Yesterday’s agreement may 
leave a bitter taste in the 
mouths of Serbs who thought 
the purpose of the Serb-Croat 
ware of 1 991-95 was to protect 
Serb minorities in Croatia, or 
merge their areas into an ex- 
panded Greater Serbian state. 

As events turned out, Mr 
Milosevic’s war brought not 


territorial gains but the almos 
total destruction of the cen 
luries-old Serb communities o 
western and southern Croatia 
Moreover, few expect Um 
S erbs of Eastern Slavonia to staj 
when their region returns tc 
Croatian rule. It is more prob 
able that, like the Serbs o 
Sarajevo earlier this year, whei 
tbeudistrklsrassedtolVfrisllm 
Croat control, they wfll abrupt 
ty abandon their homes. 


Although the Bosnian wax 
ithSi 


ended with Serbs gaining 49 pe 
cent of Bosnia, this was littli 


compensation for the epochal 
defeat suffered in Croatia. Yel 


so tight is Mr Milosevic’s con- 
trol of Serbia that be has pair 
price for this catastrophe. 


no 


Netanyahu faces further revolt 


ERfC SHYER 

Jerusalem 


For the third time in the first 50 
days of Benjamin Netanyahu's 
right-wing government, David 
Levy, his touchy, rebellions 
Foreign Minister, is arm- 
wrestling with the Prime 
Minister. 

In their two previous bouts, 
Mr Levy shamed Mr Ne- 
tanyahu into creating a 
grandiose Ministry of National 
Infrastructure for the steam- 
rolHng ex-Defence Minister, 
Ariel Sharon. This time he is 
fighting for himself - and a rote 
for the Foreign Ministry. 

Like other prime ministers 
before him, Mr Netanyahu 
wants to run his own foreign 
policy, and above all his own di- 
alogue with the Arab neigh- 
bours. He contends that as 
Israel’s first directly-elected 
Prime Minister, he has every 
right to do so. “1 was elected to 
lead,' 1 be told an Israel Televi- 
sion interviewer on Tuesday, 
“and I intend to lead." 

It is his leadership manner 
that has upset Mr Levy andihe 
Foreign Ministry profession- 
als. Mr Netanyahu, it seems, is 
cutting them out of the loop. He 
is proposing to appoint his own 
man to head the negotiating 
team with the Palestinians, 



there was "only one Prim 
Minister". 

Thai was the last straw. Th; 
night, Mr Levy unplugged h. 
telephone and left Jerusalem fc 
his borne in the Jordan vaUe 
town of Beit She’an. Yesterda 1 
unconvinced by promises to It 
him “participate", he bqycotte 
two inner cabinet sessions ami 
hints of resignation. 


He was reported to be “coi 
suiting" his four colleagues 


the Gesher parliamentary bio 
which ran for election in harne 
with Mr Netanyahu's Like 
party, but retained a separal 
identity. “Levy is upset,” one i 
his confidants told reporter 
“He is angry and hurt. He wi 
not allow Netanyahu to tal 
him for a ride." 


Experienced Levy-watche 
:wffl resign. B 


Better days: Netanyahu (left) listening to David Levy at the 
Knesset earfier ta the achnmtsbration Photograph: Reuter 


previously a Foreign Ministry 
preserve. 

Last month he sent his diplo- 
matic trouble-shooter. Dors 
Gold, a right-wing academic, to 
Washington for talks with the 
Secretary of State, Warren 
Christopher, behind the beck of 
the Isaeli embassy. Dr Gold has 
also visited sundry Gulf capitals 
without informing the Foreign 


Mini stry. This Monday, the 

Prime Minister went to Amman 

at the head of an imposing 
delegation of advisers and bus? 
ness leaders, but invited neither 
Mr Levy nor any of the Foreign 
Ministry brass to join them. In- 
stead, he introduced Morde chai 
KristaL an assistant to Dr Gold, 
as “head of the Jordan division” 
And on Tbcsday he boasted that 


doubt whether he 

his revolt is part of wider <j 
content, among ministers a 
Likud MPX. wilh Mr Neianyah 
presidential aspirations. 

“With his own moutl 
Nahum Barnea, a widely-re 
columnist, wrote in the table 
Yedbi Aharon# yesterday, 
tanyahu has transformed 1 
ministers into the oppositu 
David Levy now joins Ar 
Sharon, and others will flock 
them. They cannot over thn 
the Prime Minister, but they c 
make his life miserable." 
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international 

‘1997 defence’ 



STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Hong 

Hong Kong's judicial system 
has been unde rmin ed by a 
ruling in the London High 
Court which blocks an extradi- 
tion to the colony on the 
grounds that its legal system 
might not remain intact after 
China takes over next year. 

It comes as a growing 
number of defendants overseas 
have started using the “1997 
defence” to avoid being tried in 
Hong Kong, 


Yesterday, the Hong Kong 


government remained silent on 
Tuesday's High Court ruling, 
paying it had not yet studied the 
judgment. It also appears to be 

toning to a Wind eye to ml mgs 

in United States and Canadian 
courts which may also under- 
mine the authority of the 
colony’s judiciary. 

By coincidence, 11 foreign 
prisoners serving long sentences 
m Hong Kong jails yesterday 
asked Amnesty International 
to help them secure transfer to 
Britain for the remainder of 


their sentences, as they fear 
their cases may be reopened 
under Chinese rule. 

Last year, an American court 
ruled that a negligence daim 

coutobe heard 
because there was no guarantee 
that the colony's courts would 
function properly after 1997. 

However, the decision in the 
High Court is for more damag- 
ing, as it comes from the pow- 
er that signed a treaty with 
China that Hong 

Kong’s way of fife would not 


change for 50 years after the 
Chinese takeover. 

Lord Justice Herny said the 
Home Secretary, Michael 
Howard, had misdirected him- 
self when he ordered the extra- 
dition to Hong.Kong of Ewan. 
Launder, 60, a banker accused 
of bribery and corruption of- 
fences.. Mr Launder’s lawyers 
argued that under Chinese rule 
he might face the death penal- 
ty for these offences. - 

The judge said Mr Howard 
was wrong to overrule Mr Laun- 
ders concerns about China's 


legal system, although Britain 
and rjifna had agreed on the 
presemtkm of the. system in 
Hong Kong, He said the Home 
Secretary's decision had: been 
dictated by a collective cabinet 
decfcfon; made “without regard 
to the^msequent risks to his 
[Mr Laimdei’sl life and Hwrty”. 

Mr Howard is appealing to 
the House of Lords, while Mr 
Launder, who hasbeen fighting 
extradition since 1993, remains 
onbaiL 

At least three other extradt 
tkm cases , have been bagged 


down by the “1997 defence". In 
•New Zealand, a former Hong 
Kong public prosecutor, Wu:- 
nririf Rp.iri, is fighting extradition 
for fond and conspiracy charges 

on the grounds that he would 
not obtain a fair trial under Chi^ 
nese rule. In the US Jeny Lui, 
a former British American Tb- 
bacco executive in Hong Kong, 
is resisting extradition on the 
grounds that be “would be tried 

anH punished by one of the most 

notorious, totalitarian, hnman- 

t^nsvk£atorsorLtbefacec*fthe 

earth”, according tohis lawyer. 


In Canada a murder accompli 
suspect, Chan Chui-mei, is us- 
^gito“1997 defence” tofflJpeal 
against an extradition order. 

Paul Harris, a barrister who 
leads the Hong Kong Human 
Rights Monitor group, says: it 

n ^nwk4iiorvniterestni£baxom- 



eiei ul iwug »"“o — 

if these cases are upheld . . 

He says Orina is mfrmgmg its 

new constitution for Hong 
Kong, and that with “every 
frightening statement by the 
Chinese, (he day comes nearer 

when a court in Britain or the 


Chinese dance 
to a tune from 
Madame Mao 


From the organisers’ point of 
view, the timin g of the ap- 
plause was a potential political 
minefield. But as Peking this 
week hosted its first perfor- 
mance for two decades of the 
Cultural Revolution classic Chi- 
nese ballet, the White-Haired 
Giri, the authorities need not 
have been so uptight. The au- 
dience, nowadays keen follow- 
ers of paramount stateman 
Deng Xiaoping's edict that “To 
get rich is glorious”, dutifully 
clapped at all the right places: 
when the evil landlord and his 
sidekick were beaten by venge- 
ful peasants, when the female 
heroine was reunited with her 
Eighth Route Army soldier, 
and as the symbolic red sun rase 
above the horizon. 

The return of the White- 
Haired Girl ballet has proved an 
interesting barometer of con- 
temporary political correctness 
in Peking. As one of only eight 
“model" shows permitted by 
Madame Mao during the Cul- 
tural Revolution, anyone over 
the age of 25 has probably seen 
the White-Haired Girl, aim any- 
one over the age of 40 will have 
seen her many times. As well as 
the ballet, there was die origi- 
nal opera, the film, and the folk 
dance interpretation. Yet on 
Tuesday, the first night of this 
Peking ballet revival, the house 
was packed, and only the tick- 
et touts outside would have 
scandalised Madame Mao. 


Cultural Revolution 
classic makes a 
comeback, writes 

Teresa Poole in 

Peking 

* The plot is straightforward. 
Xfer, a peasant girl, sees her 
father beaten to death by the 
landlord because he cannot 
pay his debts. She is forced to 
work in the cruel landlord’s 
home, runs away to the forest, 
and is rescued three years lat- 
er when her village is liberated 
by the Communist troops; the 
landlord and his hen chman are 
subsequently executed. By then, 
such have been XPer's suffer- 
ings that her long black hair has 
turned completely white. 

The difficulties of theatre 
revivals are well-known. But this 
one poses extra challenges. A 
debate on the morality of Chi- 

whenau^peraw^In ofdthe 
White-Haired Girl was per- 
formed in Peking, and some 
young Chinese were quoted in 
the media as saying it was prop- 
er for the landlord to demand 
repayment of the debt “Thanks 
to the introduction of a market 
economy, young Chinese are be- ' 
coming business-oriented, and 
their comment reflects the phi- 
losophy of business,” the offi- 
cial China Daily noted 


Red revival: Opening night of the White-Haired GM. it was one of Madame Mao’s eight ‘modef shows, but seems out of step with young Chinese 


..disapprovingly at the time. As 
-a result- in the run up to this 
week’s first night the organis- 
ers have been so on edge any- 
one might have thought that the 
ballet company was about to 


perform one of China's most 


The officials cancelled interviews 
with foreign journalists, refused 
to discuss changes to the ballet, 
and admitted that it was all too 
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“sensitive” because of the 
show's lints with the Cultural 
Revolution. “There are changes, 
but all have been for artistic re- 
quirements,”^ was all one official 
would admit 

In a country where all men- 
tion in the media of this year's 
30th anniversary of the out- 
break of the CDlmral Revbhitioa 
has been banned, it was left to 
the audience to show that some 
Chine se can adopt a more mar 
turesmproach to recent history. 

’W&itrng for the theatre doois 
to open, WtogLfebn, 41,' ^said he 
had seen the White-Haired Girl 
at least three times during the 
Cultural Revolution. “At that 
time, there were not many artis- 
tic activities, and I and my 
friends thought the quality of the 


model works was quite high,” he 
said. Would it be good toe the 
moral education of his 1 2-ycar-. 
old daughter, whom he had 
brought to the theatre? “Use- 
less,” Mr Wang laughed. “Chil- 
dren do not know anything 
abom the exploitation of the old 
landlords or the oppression be- 
fore Liberation. As for students 

who are alder, at high school and 
university, samethewght that be- 
cause XPer's father owed mon- 


i those opinions, you can 
see that this play cannot now 
have any politica] function. It is 
rather out of date.” 

Jiang Yuejiao, a 20-year-old 
S tudent from Sichuan province, 

said her school textbook had in- 
cluded an extract from the 


stpiy. “I do not sympathise 
with the landlord, although my 
grandfather was. also a landlord., 
It was the feudal society that 
made XPer’s ^ father owe so 
much money. In the correct so- 
ciety, he would never owe such 
a large amount of money.” 

From another generation, 
one serious-faced 40year-old 
man said he had seen the White- 
Haired Girt atleest 10 times, on 
“organised” trips. And why had 
he come back for more? “I am 
not sure," he said. 

By the end of the perfor- 
mance, the audience was 
pleased with the dancing but 
many described the stray as “ir- 
relevant" or “old-fashioned”. 


Ou Jis 
said it was i 


a ballet critic, 
i’s best chore- 


SIGNIFICANT SHORTS 


gVrria’s President, Hafez al-Assad, rejected an Israeli 
wproposal to end its occupation of south Lebanon first 
before making foil peace wife Damascus. “Syria and 
Lebanon first - at the same time, in the same steps.” 
President Assad said after talks with Egypt's President, 
Hosni Mubarak. 

President Assad said Benjamin Netanyahu’s offer, 
submitted via the US, raised little hope of a resumption in 
peace talks between the two countries which have been 
stalled since March. Beater - Alexandria 


Ethiopia and Uganda announced sanctions against 
CBunmdi as part of a regional blockade to bring down 
the military junta there. Tanzania cut its links to Burundi 
last week, blocking access to Dar es Salaam port, which 
handles most coffee and tea exports and 70 per cent of the 
oil destined for Burundi. Kenya foDowed suit, denying 
Burundi a route to Mombassa. Renter 


■prance vowed quick retaliation if its comp an ies are 
■ affected by US sanctions against investing in Iran and 
Libya. Other countries have joined in the protest. EU 


members planned talks “in order to 
responses to American sanctions,” a 


eventual 
Foreign 
at Iran and 


Libya's oil production, on which Eoro 
could affect the French oil companies 
owned EUf-Accfritaine. AP - Paris 


Vhe United States and China finalised an accord that 
1 would remove Peking’s objections to signing a treaty 
banning all nuclear weapons tests. But there was no sign 
that India was ready to accept the draft on the table at the 
talks. India’s main opposition party, the right-wing Hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Party, urged the government to test and 
deploy nuclear weapons, piling pressure on the country’s 
new leaden to block the treaty. Reuter- Geneva 

I Iganda stepped up its fight against Christian rebels 
UP with sweeping changes in the top military ranks and 
increased defence spending. President Yawed Museveni 
announced an extensive shake-up, sacking eight top 
officers and rearranging 23 others, in a move to boost the 
fight against northern insurgents. Reader- Kampala 

T he remains of a 16th-century king and quean, 
posabfy linked to tire mysterious ruined city of Great 
Zimbabwe, have been uncovered in a walled citadel in 
South Africa’s Kruger National Park. The royal couple, the 
first whose remains have been found in southern Africa, 
were found at Thulamela, in the north of the wildlife 
reserve. Reuter - Johannesburg 
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us says there is a risk someone 
won't set a fair trial”. 

A swkesman for the legal de- 
pazimeni said that to date no 
court had found a changed sew- 
eretenty provided “orcum- 
stances which would prevent the 
Erant of extradition''. < 

° The 11 foreign prisoners, 
from Nigeria, ^kistan and 

Nepal, meanwhile, have ap- 

nealcd for transfer to British 
prisons. Peter Barnes, their 
lawyer, says they fear their 
sentences might be reopened ! « 
much greater penalties . 
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ograpby. “It is a focal jpoint of 
Chinese ballet, whether it is the 
Cultural Revolution or today." 
'As for those controversial 
changes whic±t the organisers 
had refused to talk about, they 
seemed to amount to making 
the beginning more concise 
and adding marepas de date bo- 
tween the two lovers. 

Sowasftstniapplitkalevenl? 
Wang Guoii, a 40-year-old ac- 
countant, said: “In my mind 
there is no political meaning 
now. But because children think 
differently from oiq generation, 
it is good to have this sort of 
thing. Nowadays there are too 
many pop songs." 

Her verdict on the perfor- 
mance? “Quite exciting ... 
Swan Lake is not as exciting!” 
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the leader page 


Alcohol and petrol are a killing mix 


“ 0raU ? Scottish police want to bring 

jwsng t drive after two pints of the limit down to 50mg (around one 
beer. Anyone who does turns their uintl Thev «v the ESt «™,w 


. car, or van, or motorbike into a killing 
machine. The Government should 
not prevaricate: it is rime to cut the 
legal limit 

Almost everyone does it: two pints, 
several glasses of wine, “nothing over 
the top'’. Then, still well within the 



mh 


60 


legal limit, climb behind the wheel 
and zoom home. But we know very 
well that , every sip increases the 
chance of killing or maiming some- 
one. Even a half of lager swilled by a 
. sensible motorist at lunchtime raises 
.the risk of an accident while driving 
'.back to the office in the afternoon. 
Concentration ebbs, judgement slows, 
and drivers fail to react as quickly to 
rj events on. the road. Young drivers are 
'worst.; The under 25s are four times 
.more likely to have an accident if they 
i .have drunk up to the current legal 
limit than if they have had no alcohol 
at alL But the policeman that pulls 
them over after several pints in the 
• pub cannot prosecute, because they 
; aie not breaking the Law. 

■ Thepresent permitted level of 80mg 

of alcohol in. 100ml of blood — around 
•_ two pints for the average bloke - is too 
; high for someone who controls more 
than a ton of metal on public streets. 
• The risk 6f a slight error of judgement 


1 l-is just too high to be acceptable, when 
* ;‘it is so obviously avoidable. 


pint). They say the lower limit could 
have prevented 213 fatal and serious 
drink-related accidents in Scotland 
between 1989 and 1993. Government 
figures suggest 14 lives a year could 
be saved in England and Wales, with 
the lower limit - worth some restraint 
over that second drink, surely. 

Doctors agree. The British Medical 
Association represents the profes- 
sionals who have to stitch the victims 
back together again. For years they 
have been calling for lower limits. 
Now the English and Welsh police are 
ready to add to the clamour. 

Cutting the legal limit sets the stan- 
dard, sends a message, and helps 
police make the streets safe. Alcohol 
and petrol are an inflammatory mix- 
ture. Anyone who flicks the ignition j 
after more than a few glasses of wine 1 
should be prosecuted, fined, banned i 
from driving, and in die worst cases 
imprisoned. 1 

Why doesn’t the Government act ■> 
now? Because politicians think they 
already have a “winning formula” 
and they want to stick with it- Non- 
sense. It is true that deaths on the 
toad have fallen over the 30 years 
since the breath test was first intro- 
duced. But this is exactly the time to 
build on our success, not at content 
i with present levels of drink-driving. 

For the record, the number of drink- 



Bank of England at the turn of the establish a mature approach to alco- 
centuiy actually had bars opened for hoi. In moderation, it is relaxing. 
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related road deaths has stopped 
falling in recent years, and actually 
rose last year. 

Last Christmas Steven Norris, the 
then Transport Minister, came up 
with a different excuse for avoiding a 
lower limit He said it was not prac- 
tical. But the Australians seem to have 


point in setting the limit at zero or any 
other figure if people simply ignore 
it” Mr Norris is out of date. Five years 
ago his assessment of public support 
for a lower limit might have been 
accurate. Not any more. 

Attitudes towards alcohol have 
changed. We don't drink and drive 


them within Bank wails, so that alco- 
hol could ease the strain of dull and 
boring work. Today employees who 
get sozzled over their sandwiches 
are frowned on. Years of drink-dri- 
ving campaigns have changed peo- 
ple’s perception of what is acceptable. 
In Scotland last year fewer than 1.5 
per cent of the drivers stopped and 
tested were over the limit, compared 
to 19 per cent when seasonal clamp- 
downs began a decade ago. Younger 
drivers are even less likely to hit the 
throttle after hitting the bottle: three- 
quarters of under-25s told recent 
surveys that they never drink and 
drive, compared to less than two- 
thirds of older drivers. 

The police now think they can 
enforce a lower limit. Now that they 
have random breath testing, and 
stricter sentencing, the risks associ- 
ated with getting caught over the 
limit are much, much higher. A one- 
year driving ban, for many of us, is just 
not worth thinking about; the incon- 
venience would be so immense. If the 


sociable and might even be good for 
our health. It can be a delightful social 
lubrication. For that, we should enjoy 
it. But we should not pretend that we 
can drive at the same time. The Gov- 
ernment should make our roads safer 
by setting standards that we ail know 
make sense. 


The ominous 
sound of a boom 


T he Ken and Eddie show is hotting 
up. The Bank of England disap- 


JL up. The Bank of England disap- 
proves of the last cut in interest rates. 
In fact, it thinks inflation may take off 
in two years’ time unless rates go back 


up agam soon. 

We’ve been here before. The Bank’s 


managed it perfectly well. Those the way we used to 20 years ago. ’We 
lager-swilling Aussies have cut their don’t drink and work in the same way 
legal limit , and c laim substantial sue- either. The time was when colleagues 
cess in cutting their drink-driving lev- who now stick to fizzy water would 
els as a result. have tailed down the pub for several 

The Department of Transport pints at lunchtime. JR used to stroll 
seems to believe Britain is different into his office each morning at Ewing 
Mr Norris claimed: “There is no Oil and hit the wbisky. Clerks at the 


limit are much, much higher. A one- chief economist hopes Ken Clarke 
rear driving ban, for many of us, is just won’t want to join the list of Consery- 
not worth thinking about; the incon- ative chancellors to bequeath their 
venience would be so immense. If the names to inflationary booms. But like 
legal fimh falk, most of ns whl drink Mandling, Barber and Lawson before 
less, partly because we accept that we him, Mr Clarke may be too optimistic 
ought to, and partly because of the about mfiauon or loo pesshmstk about 
risk of being caught: Slowly but surely the election to raise interest rates in 
we are moving towards zero tolerance time. How dull. There are so many eco- 
of alcohol on the roads. nomic mistakes to be made. Why do we 

It has taken us a long time, but in Britain always have to make the 
finally in Britain we are starting to same one? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


^Effects of 
^abortion on 
the lone twin 




.,*> •*' .? e 


£ Sir: I am a lone twin and lost my 
^sister in the womb. I know of many 
pother lone twins in my position and 
!V we are all testament to the fact that 
^losing a twin in idem is a 
- devastating event that affects the 
‘" surviving twin deeply throughout 
l its life, even when the survivor is 


% not told that it was a twin (“Doctors 
5 defend abortion of twin”, 5 
August): 

The suggestion that the child will 
resent its mother for causing its 
twin’s death is only half the story, as 
this assumes that the child will be , 
told about the circumstances of its 
birth. Even if information about 
.the abortion of its twin is kept from 
the surviving child, it will 
nevertheless suffer the severe 
emotional effects of bereavement. 
The only difference win be that it 
will simply not be able to 
understand or explain why it has 
‘ those feelings. 

There have been many cases of 
lone twins who have not been told 
that they were a twin, but who have 
suffered intense, unexplainable 
feelings of bereavement and guilt 
all their life. They finally discover 
the truth after years of suffering, 
often when they are in therapy for 
depression or anxiety without an 
obvious cause, and only then can 
they finally begin to make sense of 
their feelings and come to terms 
with their loss. 

Queen Charlotte's Hospital has, 
until this year, held the register of 
the Lone win Network, a group 
comprised of twins who have lost 
their twin at any point in their lives. 

I am appalled that the very hospital 
which nas been involved with the 
Lone TWin Network and research 
into twins has now taken the 
decision to create a lone twin by 
deliberately killing one baby. 
BRYONY GOODE 
Cleredon, Avon 
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Sin The present outciy about 
Britain's poor showing in the 
Olympics (“Black South Africa 
breaks through, but Britain trails 
behind", 5 August) echoes with 
uncanny precision the controversy 
which raged after our athletes had 
performed below expectations in 
the 1936 Games in Berlin. The 
main worry was a feeling that 
England had somehow “gone soft”, 
and commentators struggled to 
pinpoint the reasons for our 
dedine. 

One writer blamed democracy, 
“the shibboleth which encourages 
mediocrity and does away with 
virility.’' Our failure in Berlin, he 
wrote, “should give a jolt to our 
national complacency. England is 
admittedly the mother of sport, yet 
the pick of her athletes have been 
outclassed.” 


Others pointed out that Britain 
had no effective system of national 
coaching, and that until British 
athletes got help, in the form of 
money and organisation, on the 
scale that other countries already 
enjoyed, they would not begin to 
compete. What Britain needed, 
wrote one former medallist, was a 
ministry for Health, Sport and 
Recreation. 

The key question was this: “at 
what point does sport end and 
political manipulation begin?” 
Those who watched the Games in 
Berlin came home disconcerted by 
the way the Nazi passion for mass 
exercise had apparently toned up 
the entire nation, and in 1937 a 
delegation which went to study 
Hitler’s system came home 
reporting that excessive physical 
education in a whole nation with 
foesize and standing of Germany 
“might lead to fearful 
consequences for her and trouble 
for the entire world.” 

Should we remain amateurs or 
all (urn professional? Then, as now, 
people found it impossible to 
decide. 

DUFF HAKT-DAV1S 
Uley, 

Gloucestershire 
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HOW D/^RE A DUMP LIKE EARTH, CALL US PRIMITIVE! 


Sir. I am writing as someone who 
did the first research study into the 
effect on twins of the loss of their 
twin. I was horrified to hear of the 
so-called solution to the problem 
for the single mother. 


Various friends old and new, the 
life Organisation, and the Twins _ 
Club ail rallied round and helped in 
many small ways which saw us 
through. Yes we are surviving, only 

just, on benefits. 

I am a resourceful woman and 
yet it is impossible for me to get 
bpc-fr to work until my children 
reach school age. Lack of childcare 


this was the first such operation in 
this country. Was there scientific 
kudos to be had from being the first 
centre to catty out the procedure? 
IAINMMcLAY 
LoughJon, Essex 


Change unfair 
police procedures 


Sin Yon report that no police 
officers will be prosecuted over the 


expectation of feeflitira iffld low benefits towp 
failed* KKW. women wth cMdren m po-verty 


' r nne killed in utero. women wire amureuuipvv«i.j 
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all the information gained since, 
from tone twins meeting through 
ihe Lone Hwd Network, would 
confirm that this is as utterly 
inhumane decision. Surely the 
twins could be fostered, kept 
together and brought up in the 
knowledge that their mother 
w-.inted them, but was unable to 
care for them for reasons beyond 
her control? 

Alternatively, one could be 

aJoptedaodMjtoobemndo 


Various pro-life organisations 
have suggested settingup a fund to 
ensure mat no woman has to abort 
due to financial pressures. I 
wholeheartedly support this, it 
would have saved me two years of 
anguish to have had a little extra 
help. 

FIONA KIKTON 

Glastonbury 

Somerset 


Sir. The questions that need 
answering about the twin abortion 
case are foe ones that have 
received the least attention: 

L Who gave the details of this 
case to the press? 

2. What was their motive for 
doing so? 


confidentiality and if not, why not? 
MADELEINE SIMMS 
London NW11 


officers will be prosecuted over foe 
death of Wayne Douglas 
(Significant Shorts, 6 August). We 
have a largely white police force 
whose record on fair policing of foe 
black community isveiy 
questionable and where statistics 
on, for instance, stop and search 
demonstrate that a black person’s 
chance of being stopped are much 
greater than a white person’s. 

Furthermore, when such a death 
occurs the investigation is carried out 


documents. The relatives of foe 
person concerned will rarely, if 
ever, have legal aid or access to the 
documents and evidence. 

Whilst people are dying Mien 
being dealt with by the police it is 
time to change foe procedure and 
time to set up a truly independent 
system to investigate these cases. 
JOHN WADHAM 
Director; National Council 
for Civil Liberties 
London SEJ 


American phones 


AJtemaliyety. one mum uc history, literature and 

adopted and th^ too be made ^^logy are littered with tales of 

known to foembo^sotbatfotty jn^eSraafficmg themselves for 

could meet up W«* {heir children. We hold nothing 

tweause two cannot <^ d £ r ’ K “oredear than a mother's love 
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for ihe rest of its life. 

JOAN WOODWARD 

Psychotherapist 

Birmingham 


and nothing is further from that 
ideal than a mother saying. “I wfl 
care for this one but not for that 


Sit ; IaraaaneI enwlllc ^S 

i-mnpri orcenancy, despite 
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But there is another side to this 
story How would a mother in these 
circomstances have even realised 
that the option to abort one twin 

existed? After all, we are told this is 

| foe first such operation in this 
I country. The idea must have been 
presented to her by a doctor. Why 
would a doctor have done this? 
Medical reasons? It is clearly not 
the case that thismother was 
incapable of bearing children and 
therefore needed an abortion, as 
she is now continuing to term with 
foe remaining twin. 

Maybe foekey is in foe fact that 


Einstein’s Oxford 

Sin David Bodans (“The DIY 
University”, 5 August) is befog 
unfair to Oxford when he writes that 
Einstein ‘Tried England, but Oxford 
did not take favourably to lews ... 
and he ended up in Princeton.” 

In 1931 Einstein was elected to a 
! Research Studentship in Christ 
Church for five years, with the 
proviso that he would spend one 
month in every academic year in 
Qtibrd, and Ins annual stipend was 
£400- about one-third of the full 
professorial salary -and free board 
and lodging. 

Furthermore immediately after 
foe Nazis came to power Oxford 
received many scores of Jewish 
refugees. 

nkurti 

Emeritus Professor of Physics ' 
Oxford University 


foe Police Complaints Authority has 
aitJeinsaperwaonitispolke 
officers that cany out the real wot 
An indication of the success of this 
system is shown by the percentage of 
complaints that lead to charges being 
prefenedagamstpoKceofficers- 
only one per cenL There are no 
figures on the relative “success” of 
complaints from black people. 

While many police officers are 
scrupulous in their investigations 
their role inevitably taints foe 
investigation. The relatives of foe 
| person who has died and foe black 
community more generally are not 
likely to be reassured by such an 
investigation that everything was 
done to uncover the truth. 

Fin ally, when the case is dealt 
with by foe coroner's court there is 
again an unfair system at work. For 
instance, foe police officers 
themselves will be represented by 
lawyers as will foe Metropolitan 
Police and both these groups will 
have access to all the evidence and 


Design for Wales 

Sin It is well known that the 7-ah* 
Ha did design for foe much needed 
Cardiff Bay Opera Honse did not 


Sir. Regarding the proposed 
changes to telephone dialling codes 
(report, 6 August), why is it that, in 
America, with a population of 
almost 300 million, a simple three- 
number area code, followed by a 
further seven numbers, has proved 
to be sufficient to satisfy the 
demand for additional phone tines 
ever since it was instigated; and 
why could not such a system be 
introduced in Britain? 
ALANEARNEY 
London 3 


in much the same way as Sn 
Christopher Wen’s design for St 
Paul's Cathedral was received in its 
day. The design was not, however, 
rejected because, as Jonathan 
G lan cey suggests (article, 6 
August), the Welsh were too 
backward to appreciate it 
There is strong feeling in Wiles 
that the country did not get a borne 
for its world-renowned opera 
company precisely because of the 
loratioiL The money instead went 
to its rugby stadium (we Welsh 
being lovers of sport not culture). 
Many people feel aggrieved by the 
apparent regional bias towards 
London in MSlenmum Lottery 
handouts and Mr Glanceiy’s 
comments merely serve to 
perpetuate the myth that other 
parts of foe country don’t deserve 
such grand plans. 

C MAHONEY 

1 00 J 05. 223 5 ^CompuServe. COM 


Bogus bard 

Sin In claiming that Shakespeare 
wrote Acts L ID, IV and V of 
Edward HI, Dr Eric Sams (“Much 
ado over ‘newwork’ by the Bard", 6 
Augnst) has effectively dismissed 
my most recently published 
stylometric evidence that 
Shakespeare in foe main wrote only 
Act H, that foe play represents the 
work of two authors, and that at 
least two adjacent “scenes” are 
likely to be the work of the 
playwright who wrote Tambwhdne 
the Great. These findings do not 
essentially conflict with the received 
opinions of most Iileraiy scholars 

regarding the authorship of the play. 

THOMAS MERRIAM 
Basingstoke, Hampshire 


Sin I fear that Godfrey Hodgson 
has missed the point in his 
otherwise penetrating analysis of 
foe American dream (“US takes 
firet prize for self-delusion”. 6 
August). 

The trend within American 
society, discernible before the 
Reagan era but undoubtedly 
accelerated dining his presidency, 
was away from big government and 
hack to individualism. Enormous 
public funding of any soda! good 
was and is seen to be essentially 
“un-American”. 

. The American way is for those 
with talent and or the will and 
determination to succeed through 
their own efforts to prevail, 
preferably overcoming massive 
obstacles along the way. 

Consider, for example, arguably 
the biggest winner at Atlanta, 


Pbst letters to Letters to the Editor, and include a daytime telephone number. 

(Fax: 0171-293 2D56; e-mail letrers@independeru.coMk) Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Whistling spies 

Sir: Is not the shop-a-cheat 
principle the same as the whistle- 
blowing principle? Why then is this 
government in favour of foe former 
but not the latter? 

IEUAN LLOYD 
Swansea, ffisr Glamorgan 


athletics fraternity for his awkward 
style which was pronounced 
“wrong” . Now, as a world record 
holder and Olympic champion in 
two major track events, his place in 
American sporting and cultural 
folklore is assured. 

It is interesting, but ultimately 
pointless, to combine the medal 
achievements of foe European 
Union and the European 
continent. 

As Mr Hodgson obliquely 
concedes Europe is not united; it is 
not one country. 

KOFI A DWINFOUR 
London SE21 
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Time’s up: we must 
decide on the euro 


Donald Macintyre (left) examines the disarray in Britain s 
political parties as the single currency looms, while 
Tony Barber reports on continental enthusiasm 


M ichael Portillo’s 
remarks on the 
single cmreucy 
last weekend were a tri- 
umph of coded delivery. 
The most forensic exam- 
ination of the text reveals 
not a word out of place, 
not a hint of deviation 
from current Cabinet 
orthodoxy. Yet it formed 




mter- 

_ _ re die 

general election. So 'sensitised is his 
party to every nuance of the European 
argument that by merely saying that 
Britain would have to decide quite 
soon” on the single currency, the 
Defence Secretary was able to reassure 
die Euro-sceptic right that their Cabi- 
net champions are preparing once again 
for battle. The formulation was calcu- 
lated to draw attention to the immi- 
nence of that momentous decision. 

Few Tbiies now talk of persuading 
John Major to rule out British mem- 
bership ofEMU for the duration of the 
next Parliament Instead, the new fash- 
ion on the right is to press for a ‘'com- 
promise” under which the Prime Min- 
ister would rule out, in advance of the 
election, the prospect of joining it by the 
starring date of I January 1999. Such a 
formula, its Euio-scepric protagonists 
argue, would allow the party to show its 
true colours without losing the chance 
to join monetary union later if it proved 
to be a success. 

Their case is seductive. Can Mr 
Major reafiy go through an election say- 
ing he hasn't mad e his mind up on the 
most momentous decision a new gov- 
ernment will have 

to take? After all, 
the EMU timetable 
will force whoever 
wins to make that 
decision within a 
few months of tak- 
ing office. 


levels. The problem is 
that Mr Brown himself 
will be puffing Mr Blair 
the other way. If any- 
thing, Mr Brown is more 
likely to argue that the 
party should be more 
positive about EMU than 
it has been in its carefully 

neutral draft manifesto. 
In that way, if it decides 
to join, it could argue 
that the general election had given it a 
mandate and therefore would not have 
to put such a decision to a referendum. 
For all the signs are that Mr Brown, like 
Mr Clarke, is deadh serious about key- 
ing qxm foe possibniiy of joming EMU. 

The backbench left-wing argument 
against EMU is different to that of Tory 
Euro-sceptics. It is about economics and 
uot the issue of political sovereignty, 
you can’t devalue or reflate at will tf you 
are locked into a single currency. But 
neither Mr Blair or Mr Brown isgoing 
to nm that kind of economic policy, in 
or out of EMU. 

Given that a British government out- 
side EMU will have to pay a premium, 
for example in higher interest rates, for 
running as tough a monetary regime as 
countries inside it, there remains a 
strong case for joining. 

Labour’s policy may well not change 
at all before the next election. But it is 
not likely to change in the direction the 
Tory Euro-sceptics would like. 

Their wishful thinking about Mr 
Clarke isn't convincing other. He, of all 
people, is hardly going to offer himself 
up as the Chancellor who couldn’t 
make Britain’s economy qualify for the 
single currency. The current forecasts 
are that the ratio of 


debt to GDP wQl 
reach the required 
3 per cent, or dose, 
by J997. And any- 
way, even the most 
literal interpreta- 

. . , tiem of the Maas- 

Some on the right decision until you nave to tricht treaty leaves 

now recognise the - - some leeway in the 


Ruling out EMU now 
violates the first law of 
politics: don’t make a 


catastrophic conse- 
quences of provoking the resignation of 
the pro-European KenDeth Clarke. 
Instead, they suggest that the Chancel- 
lor and bis ally Michael Heseltine will 
be persuaded that, with the ratio of pub- 
lic debt to gross domestic product cur- 
rently above 4 per cent, it mil be impos- 
sible to bring it down by 1997 to the 
3 per cent required by the Maastricht 
treaty as a precondition of EMU mem- 
bership and that there is no harm in 
admitting as much before the election. 

This way, Mr Clarke need not resign. 
After all, has he not frequently and pub- 
licly stressed the importance of sticking 
rigidly to those preconditions? Finally, 
isn’t there still a danger that Tbny Blair 
will play the populist trump card and 
rule out the prospect that a Labour gov- 
ernment wo old be an EMU founder 
member? 

Seductive, yes. Persuasive, no. 

Let’s take Labour first It is certainly 
possible, if not- probable, that the more 
Euro-sceptic Robin Cook will seek to 
persuade Mr Blair and Gordon Brown 
that Labour would do well to rule out 
Britain's joining at the starting date. 
Neo-Keynsian to the last, he might seek 
to argue, for example, that the first 
Labour budget for 18 years should not 
be constrained by the need to keep 
borrowing down to EMU-acceptable 


criteria for EMU. 
Hjs Tory opponents are dreaming if they 
think they can role out membership in 
1999 without risking his resignation. 

Mr Major, the parly manager, wffl 
still be tempted. He should remember, 
however, that the Euro-sceptics have 
impaled themselves on their own suc- 
cess in persuading him to grant a ref- 
erendum if a Tory government should 
decide to enter a single currency. The 
argument that Mr Major should rule 
out a single currency before the election 
was always going to have less moral 
force if the people would get their say 
in the end anyway. Which is why Mr 
Portillo - and John Redwood, until he 
left the Cabinet and changed his stance 
in the beat of the 1993 leadership elec- 
tion campaign - were against the ref- 
erendum pledge in the first place. 

Tb rule out a single currency in 1999 
would still, in practice if not in theory, 
rob the opt-out clause that Mr Major 
won at Maastricht of its purpose. It 
would violate one of the first laws of 
politics, which is not to take a decision 
until you have to. It would leave bis 
Euro-sceptics asking for more, without 
remotely serving the national interest. 
It is not much of an exaggeration to say 
that it would do for his foreign policy 
in 1996 or 1997 what Black Wednesday 
did for his economic policy in 1992. 


A s the deadline 
nears for launch- 
ing the single cur- 
rency, European Union 
governments resemble a 
pack of middle-distance 
runners shifting into 
sprint mode for the finish. 

However, the aim of the 
race is not exactly to 
come first, but to breast 
the tape inside an agreed 
quali fying time. 

Of the 15 racers, only foree seem vir- 
tual certainties not to join monetary 
union from the outset It is planned to 
start in January 1999, with the irrevo- 
cable fixing of exchange rates among 
participating countries. But Britain and 
Denmark have opt-outs from the euro, 
and Greece’s economy is too weak to 
permit membership. 

For most of the other 12 runners, the 
last lap is proving to be a rigorous exer- 
cise in financial self-discipline (some 
would say self-punishment) designed to 
ensure that they fulfil the Maastricht 
treafy’s criteria for joining the single 




budgets so that their public 
deficits meet the Maastricht “ 
3l 


t of 



ical commitment of continental gov- 
ernments to monetary union, the scale 
of the austerity measures being intro- 
duced from Germany, France and Bel- 
j, Spain and Portugal should 
;1 all illusions. Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl’s government aims to cut Ger- 
many’s deficit by DMSObn (£22bn) 
next year, or roughly 1 per cent of GDP. 
In Spain, where 


an unemployment 
rate of 22 per cent 
suggests the need 
for an urgent pro- 
gramme of job cre- 
ation, the govern- 
ment wants to cut 
the deficit from 
5.8 per cent of GDP _ 

in 1995 to 4.4 per 

cent this year and reach the hallowed 
3 per cent in 1997. Portugal’s Socialist 
prime minister, Antonio Guterres, said: 
“It is vital for Portugal to be at the cen- 
tre of the European integration process. 
We wiD have to be extremely tough in 
cutting expenditure.” 

Most governments are so determined 
to adopt the euro that they are willing 
to risk social unrest by t aking unpopu- 
lar measures at a time of high unem- 
ployment and sluggish growth. Yet 
despite taking so brutal a knife to pub- 
lic spending, some governments are 
doomed not to meet the Maastricht tar- 
gets, which also specify a stable currency 
and low public debts, inflation ana 
interest rates. 

A recent study by Deutsche Morgan 
Grenfell, the investment house, forecast 
that only eight countries would meet the 
deficit target in 1997: Belgium, Britain, 
Denmark, Finland, Germany, Ireland, 
Luxembou 


Most governments are 
so determined to adopt 
the euro that they will 
risk social unrest 


3urg and the Netherlands. Only 
four would meet the debt target of 
60 per cent of GDP: Britain, France, 
Germany and Luxembourg. 

Tb dwell on numbers, however, is to 
miss the point. Monetary union is a 
politically conceived project, designed 
to set an eternal seal on European unify, 
and its supporters wffl not be deterred 
by “trivia" such as a budget deficit that 


is slightly too high. 

As Luxembourg’s 
Prime Minister, Jean- 
Qaude Juncker, put it 
“If Germany is 3.5 per 
cent and France is 3.7 per 
cent, it’s OK. You're not 
going to miss an historic 
opportunity over 0.4 [ric] 
per cent of GDP.” 

This goes for the debt 
target, too. Monetary 
union is almost inrenreirabte without 
Belgium, whose capital is the ElTs 
heartland, so the Belgians will join even 

though their 1997 debt will be far above 

60 per cent of GDP - 130 per cent, 
according to Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 

Maastricht allows such flexibility 
because the relevant clauses say that a 
country’s deficit can exceed 3 per cent 
if it is “exceptional and temporary" . 
Public debt can exceed 60 per cent pro- 
vided that it is falling to that level “at 
a satisfactory pace". Ultimately, polit- 
ical judgements will prevail. 

It nevertheless remains vital that 
EU governments avoid giving the 
impression to financial markets that 
wobbly economies may participate in 
monetary union. If the markets take 
fright, they could destroy the project by 
stampeding into the German mark and 
dumping weaker currencies - just as 
they wrecked the old Exchange Rale 
Mechanism in 1992-93. 

For this reason, it is improbable that 
aS 12 countries mil launch the euro in 
conceit. Particular question marks hang 
over Italy. Spain and Portugal, yet this 
trio would bitterly resent the implication 
that they must languish in a southern sec- 
ond division while Germany and other 

rich northerners 

revel in a euro pre- 
mier league. 

In the count- 
down to 1999, per- 
haps the most 
important and 
unpredictable fac- 
tor is the role of 
public opinion. 
People in most EU 
countries have only a hazy idea of how 
the euro might affect their lives (and the 
European Commission’s decision not to 
run an information campaign in this 
country speaks volumes about its view 
on whether Britain will join). 

In countries with high unemployment 
(most EU states), or sensitivities about 
sovereignty (France and Sweden), or 
great devotion to their national cur- 
rency (Germany), opponents of the 
euro wfll seize every opportunity to 
swing public opinion in their direction. 
If the euro becomes associated in peo- 
ple's minds with austerity and stagnant 
growth, it may never get off the ground. 

However, no one in Britain should be 
complacent The best guess now is that 
monetary union will happen, with Aus- 
tria, Belgium, Finland,! France, Ger- 
many, Ireland, Luxembourg and the 
Netherlands as the likeliest members 
from the start The governments of the 
other seven (with the telling exception 
of Britain’s) would all like to be there 
eventually. 

If Britain is to reject the euro for polit- 
ical reasons, it needs to wake up sharp 
and confront some important ques- 
tions. Can we prosper on the outside? 
Will the Qty retain its financial pre-emi- 
nence? What will remain of Britain’s 
influence in Europe and the world? 


A LH 84001 to Mars. 
ALH 84001 to Mars. 
Sitreport number 
153. Greetings, Commander. 
I think we may have been 
rumbled. You remember that 
relatively complex organism 
that l mentioned in the 
appendix to my last report 
only 10,000 Earth cycles ago? 
Well it’s come on a bit since 
then and, to be frank, has 
made my predictions about 
how the mammoth and giant 
sloth would between them 
inherit the Earth, look 
slightly off. 

I regret this, as you can 
imagine, since I and the rest 
of the crew had put in a great 
deal of time and effort trying 
to establish friendly relations 
with creatures that are now - 
to be honest - extinct. We 
abducted them, probed them, 
planted subliminal messages 
in their minds, and were get- 
ting on fabulously. Another 
milli on cycles and we could 
have been organising mixed 
marriages. Mammoth would 
have walked tusk in cillhis 
with Martian. All to no avail; 
a couple of degrees of warm- 
ing, a tiny retreat of the polar 


Mars 


icecaps, and all that’s left is a 
pile of bones and tusks. It 
makes you want to spit. 

So what about this new 
phenomenon? What’s it like, 
and what does it know? First 
the good news. It thinks that 
the probe is a meteorite, acci- 
dentally dislodged from the 
surface of our planet by an 
asteroid, and that the crew are 
fossils. Some of the younger 
members are a bit narked by 
this, but most of us can see the 
funny side. 

The other great error made 
by this being is its belief that 
we are, and 1 quote, “primitive 
single-cell organisms, not 
unlike bacteria or viruses". As 
tf there were some great virtue 
in being ungainly and over- 
engineered! Which is para- 
doxical since this animal 



David Aarovxrvitch 


to make things smaller 
less complicated - mini-this 
and spare- saving that (“the 
new chip that fits more infor- 
mation than ever before”! - 
but cannot see the terrific 
advantages to being mono- 
cellular oneself. 

So, while they’re terrifi- 
cally excited at the possibility 


of life on our planet (I know, 
given our billion-cyde senior- 
ity, the irony sometimes gets 
to me too), they think that (a) 
we’re not up to much and (b) 
we’re dead. It protects us for 
the time being, but is a little 
dispiriting. By the way, we are 
officially “hypertherm- 
ophiles". I must admit. I’d 
always had my doubts about 
you!-(Only joking.) 

The next question, 1 sup- 
pose, is whether we should 
now shift our focus to this 
organism, make friends with it 
and cultivate it - or stick to 
helping our single-cell rela- 
tives down here to enjoy a bet- 
ter life. There are some 
viruses and bacteria on Earth 
-good fellows, if a little naive 


-who co old do with our help. 
And as the mammoth. Nean- 
derthal and dinosaur experi- 
ences suggest, our track 
record in picking winners on 
this planet is not exactly 
impressive. I sometimes won- 
der whether we’re not bad 
luck. 

Prudentially I have been in 
touch recently with a number 
of bacilli, and have tried to use 
them to make initial contact, 
but with very poor results. 
One episode in a place called 
Egypt, 3,000 cycles ago, sim- 
ply led to the extinction of all 
rust-bom and the incorpora- 
tion of the incident in some 
strange religion. A second try 
got called “the Black Death’’, 
suggesting a lack of enthusi- 
asm for the process. I have to 
confess that Ebola wasn’t 
much more welcome. You 
sometimes feel like y elling 
out loud, “What’s your prob- 
lem! WeTe just trying to be 
friendly!" But be mg mono- 
cellular hasn’t left room for 
much of a voice. 

An amusing aspect of an 
otherwise dismal picture is 
the amount of effort 
expended by the animal on 


entirely fictional meetings 
with beings from other plan- 
ets: beings who always seem to 

bear an uncanny physical rela- 
tionship to an organism wh ic h 
must surely be one of the 

most bizarre and unlikely in 
the universe. Fve been con- 
templating getting tiie crew 
together tn the shape of . a 
humanoid, abductin g some 
porky housewife from Birm- 
ingham, levitating her, giving 
her a good seeing to, and 
then setting her free to tell the 
tale; but the Alpha Ccntauri 
have got the copyright on that 
one, blast them. 

I am sony that this com- 
munique should be so nega- 
tive. Still, it was great to hear 
about the successes of the 
missions to Uranus and Nep- 
tune. Personally, I always 
thought that we were more 
ukfily to find really intelligent, 
life there - they’re so much 
quieter. 

Please give my love to my 
husbands, and tell them that 
i look forward to returning 
home, and spending a vaca- ; 
tion on a luxury blob of car- 
bonate, just floating down a 
canal 
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In search of Justice: the Erfch Pnebte case has descended into farce and raised more questions than it answered Photograph: Vincenzo Pirrta/Reuters 

Why Italy cannot bring 
war criminals to justice 


W hatever one 
thinks of the 
Rome military 
court's decision 
not to punish 
Erich Priebke, the former 1 SS 
captain who took part in the 
massacre of 335 Italian civilians 
at the Ardeatine Caves in 1944, 
one thing is clean his case will 
) go down in history as an object 
lesson in how not to conduct a 
war crimes trial An affair (hat 
was intended to bring a little 
historical justice to the single 
most brutal incident of the Sec- 
ond World War in Italy has 
turned, instead, into an undig- 
nified farce, opening up painful 
old wounds while raising far 
more questions than it has 
answered. 

The trial, which took more 
ihan half a century to come to 
court in the first place, was 
characterised all along by 
obfuscation and mystery. One 
witness threw himself out of a 
window on the morning he was 
due to testily, another was 
unexpectedly disqualified by 
the judge and others still were 
prevented from answering cer- 
tain key questions. The prose- 
1 cut ion ” accused the court of 
^ protecting certain vested inter- 
ests, claimed that the verdict 
had been decided in advance 
and tried - unsuccessfully - to 
haw the case retried with a dif- 
ferent set of judges. 

Last Thursday, the court 
appeared to confirm the pros- 
ecution’s worst fears by finding 
Priebke guilty but ruling that his 
crimes were covered by the 
statute of limitations because of 
“mitigating circumstances"; 
that is, the fact that he was act- 
ing under orders from his Nazi 
superiors. So outraged was the 
reaction to this ruling, both in 
the corridors of power and out 


Italians have failed to face up to their Fascist 
past. This has led to farce in the Erich 
Priebke trial, and makes them unequipped to 
deal with war crimes, says Andrew Gumbel 


on the streets, that Italy's politi- 
cians scrambled furiously to 
counteract it. After several 
hoars of frantic phone calls 
and careful consultation of the 
criminal law, the Justice Min- 
ister, Giovanni Maria Flick, 
ordered Priebke’s rearrest, say- 
ing he was to be held in cusUxfy 
pending receipt of an extradi- 
tion request from Germany. 
Now, Pnebke is being interro- 
grated all over again as be lan- 
guishes in Rome’s Regina Coeli 

There has been no 
thorough 
investigation into 
Nazi collaborators 

jail the very place from which 
he plucked scores of the victims 
of the Ardeatine Caves mas- 
sacre more than 52 years ago. 

The absurdities of the situa- 
tion are glazing. First, that the 
court should go against a prece- 
dent stretching all the way back 
to Nuremburg and look kindly 
on the excuse of obeying 
orders. Second, that the Italian 
government should interfere 
so blatantly with the workings 
of a supposedly independent 
judiciary once the verdict bad 
been reached. Third, that 
priebke should be acquitted 
but still find himself in jafl. Ana 


fourth, that after campaigning 
arduously for Priebke’s extra- 
dition from Argentina two 
years ago, the Italian govern- 
ment should now consider 
handing him over to another 
country in the hope of securing 
the conviction it could not 
clinch at home. 

The heart of the matter is 
that Italy, both judicially and 
psychologically, is quite 
unequipped to deal with war 
crimes; if the Priebke case has 
bred only confusion and con- 
sternation, it is partly because 
the Italians have yet to come to 
terms with the complex horrors 
of the 1930s and Forties for 
themselves. Since the war, 
there has been little or no soul- 
searching about the complicity 
of ordinary Italians in the 
crimes of the Fascist state, and 
no thorough investigation into 
those who coDaborated with 
the Nazi occupation in the 
northern half of the country 
after 1943. 

Perhaps of greatest direct 
bearing on the court ruling is 
the fact that Italy has never 
amended its penal code to 
include the specific offence of 
crimes against humanity. The 
court could only judge Priebke 
on ordinary war crimes, and as 
a consequence became inex- 
tricably bogged down over the 
question of statute of 
limitations. 

Unlike Germany, which 
hasn't stopped agonising about 


its Nazi past, and unlike France, 
which slowly began to address 
the issue of war crimes and col- 
laboration in the early Seven- 
ties, Italy has simply kept its old 
demons firmly m the closet. 
Largely this has been for rea- 
sons of national unity: Italy at 
the end of the war was bitterly 
divided between the Commu- 
nist-led partisans and those 
who remained faithful -to the 
rump fascist state, the Salo 
Republic, and as many as 

Italians may now 
realise what a 
mess they have 
caused 


15,000 people were s lau g h tered 
in reprisals and vendettas. 

There were other dangerous 
cracks in the fabric of the 
nation, too: splits between 
republicans ana monarchists, 
between the relatively 
perous north and the 
ward south and, with the Cold 
War creeping up, between 
Communists ana anti-Com- 
munists. Under the circum- 
stances, the country could 31- 
afford a protracted period of 
recrimination andscdKaiticxsm, 
so it passed an amnesty law 
exonerating all but the most 
heinous of crimes. There was 


no pinge of Fascist officials, not 
even in the police or the judi- 
ciary, with the result that any 
cases that might have come to 
court were quickly buried. 

The only crime to be dealt 
with in the immediate post-war 
period was the massacre at the 
Ardeatine Caves, which was 
just too big an event to ignore. 
But even this first trial was a 
farce, since only Priebke’s supe- 
rior, the Gestapo chief Herfant 
Kappler, was give a jail sen- 
tence while five others were 
acquitted - again on the 
grounds that they were obeying 
carders. Priebke, who was on the 
run by then but whose role was 
well known, was not even men- 
tioned in the court documents. 

It now appears hundreds of 
war crimes, even the ones com- 
mitted by Germans, were sys- 
tematically ignored by military 
prosecutors m the Fifties ana 
Sixties. One of the SS members 
to feature p ro mi nently in the lat- 
est trial Karl Hass, was aDowed 
to live quietly in the MDan sub- 
urbs for years; to keep Nazi- 
bunters off his trail he was even 
officially registered as dead. 

It seems unlikely that the 
Italians will ever embark on a 
thorough examination of the 
sins of the past - especially now 
that the National Alliance, 
heirs to thepost-war neofascist 
movement have re-entered the 
political mainstream. The pre- 
vailing talk is of reconciliation 
and consensus, not of stirring 
up old demons. 

But the absurdity of Priebke 
affair, and the outrage it has 
provoked, may still achieve 
one thing: to make Italians 
realise what a mess they have 
caused by failing to deal with 
some of the basic issues of war 
crimes and their consequences 
a long, long time ago. 


I think it was the sight of the 
scarlet-robed Hussar in full 

19th-century fig and Lord 
Kitchener-done moustachio, 
as he advanced up the stairs 
towards me, that suggested it 
might he time to go home. I had 
taken the Slo-Mo Spaceman in 
mv stride; Fd got used to the 
Whirling Roadie; even the 
memoiy of the Mummified 
Martian had started to fade 
after midnight. But the arrival 
of the ray Hussar - that was 
seriously weird. 

It was the night of Indepen- 
dence Day . Although my life is, 
of course, a whirling charivari 
of mwd«»p public events, an 
invitation to the European pre- 
miere of America's top summer 
movie is still pretty hard to 
ignore. Leicester Square was 
crammed, my (fear, with aspi- 
rant star-shaggers straining 
behind barricades for a glimpse 
of celebrity flesh. I have the 
true cmeaste’s contempt for 
that sort of carry-on, so, wear- 
ing the simple homespun garb 
of the ordinary fihngoer -bolo 
tie, wraparound mirror Ray- 
Bans, David Bowie stiletto 
heels and the word “Sl3ve" 
carved on my cheek -I slipped 



Jeff GoMbhun treasuring his 
independence 

quietly into the Odeon Cinema. 


point in the Upper Circle (the 
far comer of Row N, up there 
with the permafrost and the 
projectionist's discarded sand- 
wich) I watched the celebs 
come and go. Vanessa Feltz 
appeared wearing a charming 
bedspread festooa:dwithseed- 
pearis. Mick HucknaD, the mel- 
lifluous singer with the Simply 
Red barbershop combo, 
squired a young woman, the 
tops of whose stay-up stockings 
were perilously on display. One 
of the boys from Men Behaving 
Badly amusingly dropped his 
ice-cream on his shoe. Ah, the 
glamour of renown-. 

The film was complete bliss, 
in its brainless and derivative 
way, contriving to echo, at var- 
ious points. Alien. Star Wars, 
Close Encounters. The Ameri- 
can President, Top Cun, True 
Grit, 48 Hours , even a bizarre 
20-second nod to Showgirls. 
The best non -special-effects 
bit was when the action 
switched between a dozen 
combat units around the world, 
all of which were gening orders 
for the final shoot-out, and 
discovered a mo of Bril officers 
in (I think) the Iraqi desert, 
saying “About bloody time, 
too” in wizard -prang tones, at 
which the audience cheered 
lustily. 

Afterwards we milled about 
in front of TV lights and sound 
booms life: fluffy cats cruelly 
aled, then everyone roared 
oft in coaches for the Earth 
Gallery in Kensington. There, 
once you’d got past the bounc- 
ers, a revolting, mummified 
alien in a glass case with Prince 
Charles ears but no nose or 
mouth, and a Michelin-man- 
sized spaceman who bobbed 
slowly through the crowd, mim- 
ing weightlessness, the design 
hi ghlig ht was a glowing planet 
suspended at the top of an 
escalator. At the top. you did 
not, however, encounter a new 
plane of being; you encoun- 


THE CENTRAL FACTS FROM THE COURSES YOU ALWAYS MEANT TO TAKE, IN 25 LECTURES 


■^"like to think of Fteud as a 
:: Victorian explorer, gbdmg 
J-in his hot-air balloon over 
dense jungle at night Strange 

tribes are busy down Were; 
strange rituals are taking place 
around the scaltcred te. 
which no one else had ever 

1 ihoughl existed. He alone has 

* been W enough to fiy here, 

ssasaa-S 

uatcontthet^andvfl- 

lages through the gloom- 

To Freud this jungle is the 
strange world of our unc^- 

sdous-andthewaym-thMe 

first scattered fires 
Simnscd - is through our 
dreams. This is wfor he asked 

SfirSSS 

SssSfiM 

dT ri m was appalling stuff. 
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tom of his shoe fell off. He 
hurried through the streets, 
screaming for his wife or 
friends to help him find it, but 
they refused. "My solel my 
sole!" he cried. The dream 
seemed to make no sense, 
until Freud suggested that 
what he was women about 
was his soul - and that this 
dream was the closest his 

unconscious could get to 

re ^nctimcs, though, Freud 
was less impressive, asm the 
case of Dora* the now famous 
18-year -old who had the mis- 
fortune to enter his study om 
dayin 1900. She’d been sent try 

her father, both because she 

had an anxious cough, and 
because she was apparently 
concerned with an older man, 

na Asffie ( Sysis began Freud 

said straight away that she 

was in tove with to father. She 

told him, wx , that wastft the 
case at all but jnasted. 
Then he asked about her 

and she told hm one 

where, among otto things, 
her father insisted on savmg 
her from a bunting house. 
Tift could have meant say, 
that she was somehow fond of 
? er father. But Freud vras 
h^istenti lift meantthat she 

IO NeidDora told him about a 
K^rrihle time, back when she 
b°ni when Herr K had 
£Sted her to his office, then 
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grabbed at her, pressing his 
“erect member” against her 
until she had recoiled in dis- 
gust. Will Freud said calmly, 
her disgust was dearly dis- 
placed love. For shouldn’t a 
normal woman be pleased by 
such a contact? After all he 
personally knew Herr K, who 
was a handsome man. Dora 
had just displaced her desire 
upward, to her throat, which is 
why she had the cough. 

Dora broke off the sessions, 
but Freud wasn’t bothered. 
"The ‘No’ one hears from a 
patient with a repressed 
thought,” he wrote, “only reg- 
isters the repression. If one... 
disregards it, and continues 
the work, proofs will soon 
appear that ‘No* in stub a case 
signifies the desired 'Yes’." 

The problem arises wher- 
ever one authority has insight 
into the truth, which others, 
mere mortals, are blocked 
from because of their delu- 
sions. Even with the best will 
a psychotherapist often ends 
up working blind - the pierc- 
ing searchlight reveals no 
more than the operator's 
trembling hands - which has 
led to a sometimes embar- 
rassingly low core rate. 

This flaw didn't matter in 
1920s America, where psy- 
choanalysis first took off. It 
was simply taken as giving a 
justification to having fun, 
since you can never tell what 
damage you might do by hold- 


ing your inner passion bade 
Radicals in numerous coun- 
tries used it to undercut 
authority, for ' who would 
believe the pronouncements 
of an e mp e ro r or king who was 
subject to these unspeakable 
passions? 

Disillusioned radicals could 
use j'I too. Arthur Miller bit- 
terly remembers his ac ti v is t 
collragues slipping, one by 
one, into the indulgence of 
long, private analysis in the 
195%, and giving up on the 
world around them. 

What remains of Freud’s 
ideas? There’s the original 
viewing of the night-revealed 
depths; the truth-te lling s that 
force themselves out even in 
daytime slips of the tongue; 
the whole vision of our 
sbaped-t^-duldhood traumas, 
or deep, hidden desires. 

For the fact that you can’t 
teQ for sure which interpreta- 
tion of them is right doesn’t 
mean that ao interpretation is 
true; that the unconscious is 
not, really, constantly trying to 
fight its way out. That’s the 
final twist, the ultimate, 
obscuring tree cover over 
Freud's new continent. We 

can peer down all we want, but 
because of those inherent dis- 
tortions, we’ll never know, for 
sure, the meaning of vriiat 
weVeseen. 

_ Tbmomwt 
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Mick HucknalJ was 
having a chat with 
Ruud Gullit (What 
about? Conditioners?) 



tered a tray of Moscow Mules 
(which amounted to the same 
thing). 

The Gallery is pan of the 
Science Museum and there 
was something inescapably 
decadent about munching 
your hamburger among the 
ancient exhibits of quartz and 
silica. But then elemental 
rockery and dressy sophistica- 
tion were the order of the 
night. Silica deposits enhanced 
the silhouettes of several 
women in black ddcolletage. 
TWo sweet-faced old ladies sat 
gossiping, oblivious to the fact 
that they were backgrounded 
by anthracite fossils. In the 
Igneous Rock room, a lanky 
Spinal Thp victim in crushed 
blue velvet and rectangular 
shades dashed hither and 
thither as If looking for a 
friend; it soon became clear he 
was trying to move in on Mick 
HucknalJ once the latter had 
stopped chatting with Ruud 
Gullit, the dreadlocked foot- 
ball star (What were they talk- 
ing about? Conditioners?). 

Suddenly the haze lifted and 
someone introduced me to Jeff 
Goldblum, the film’s bug-eyed 
star. I told him I thought he 
made a very believable scientific 
theorist “1 won't take advan- 
tage of that,” he said. “You 
know, Jeff”, I continued, “sci- 
ence fiction movies seem to me 
to embody a broad-brush exia- 
tentiahsn, in which the identity 
of a whole society Is forced to 
change, the better to explore its 
essence, its quiddity. One thinks 
of Kubrick, of Thrkovsky..." 
but unfortunately Mr Gold- 
blum had left the building some 
minutes before I finished speak- 
ing. The crushed-blue HucknaD 
fan did one last circuit of the 
room" and collided with the 
strobe-effect spaceman. Up the 
stairs came the Hussar, part of 
some Moscow Mule promo- 
tion. Beam me up, I thought, 
Ridley Scotty. 

British fans of Twister, the other 
big summer movie, will have 
marvelled at the tornado 
chasers, a gang of whooping 
propeBor-beads who spend the 
film driving erratically across 
the American heartland and 
shouting “It’s a T-5!” as they 
pursue the dancing funnels. 
Their goal is allegedly to insert 
some complicated machinery 
inside a tornado that win help 
scientists gauge the future inci- 
dence of the things and save 
lives: but it’s obvious that in 
real life these guys are an doset 
New Agers who just want to be 


Mown to bell by the elements - 
like the American surfing fra- 
ternity, but without the ele- 
gance. It couldn’t happen here, 
you thtnlc, because a) the clos- 
est thing in Britain to these 
weather conditions are the 
tournedos Rossini at Le 
Gavroche and b) British people 
have a more supine attitude to 
Mother Nature. \bu may get the 
occasional idiot fringe of 
bungee junipers and wind- 
surfers, jumping out of cranes 
on Battersea Bridge or slalom- 
ing around the sewage in Chich- 
ester Harbour; but the major- 
ity of us still prefer a little light 
sunbathing to chasing torren- 
tial rainstorms and the like. 

That was before I took my 
children Idte-Oying on Satur- 
day. Hporiiig there were some 
kite displays at a nearby air- 
field in the Wallops of Hamp- 
shire, I drove over with my old- 
fashioned, rhomboid-shaped 
kite with its ribbon-bow tail - 
and stnmbled onto a whole 
new civilisation. Everywhere, 
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vast, alien-invasion UberJdtes 
strained against the wind while 
their owners careered across 
the greensward at 50 mph in 
fethaflydangerous three-wheel 
buggies. Modern kites whiz 
about the place like webbed 
boomerangs, threatening to 
slice your head open. Some off 
them are so complicated they 
require the use of three hands. 
And then you discover there’s 
a small village of inventors, 
designers, maintenance men, 
cheerleaders and dreadlocked 
visionaries keen to explain to 
you about “ballet and preci- 
sion’’ or “the Zen of kiteflying”. 
Bnt one important thing came 
out of it Did you know that, at 
the International Kite festival 
in Japan last weekend, the UK 
came first, second and third in 
formation Qying? Forget beach 
voDybaH HeDo synchronised 
kiting. We must lobby the Inters 
national Olympics Committee 
without delay 


SORRY 

IF YOU’RE UNDER AGE 
WE CAN’T SERVE YOU, 


OUR LOW COST HOME 
INSURANCE IS ONLY AVAILABLE 
TO PEOPLE OVER 5a 

This is why our premiums are so low. 

Call us today to find out how much you could be 
saving. 


• LOW PRBHHHS 

• DISCOUNTS FOR SECURE HOMES 

• TROUBLE-FREE CLAMS SERVICE 

• FREE 24 HOUR HONE HELPLINES 


THE SAGA PRICE PROMISE Find a lower 
quotation for comparable cover within two 
months of taking out your SAGA Home 
Insurance policy and we will refund 
the difference. 


Call free now for a no obligation quote 

0800 414 525 

ext 3791 

Free pen with your quotation. Lines are open 
9am to 6pm Monday to Friday, 9am to 1pm Saturday. 


Services Lid 


s» 








I 



It--— - 

obituaries / gazette 


THE 


nTOEPENDEWT -WGUST ** 


Frank Marcus 


Frank Marcus was an actress's 
dream: a playwright who wrote 
rewarding parts for women. 
Not since the heyday of Ratti- 
gnn.' Coward and Maugham 
had there been an author who 
could be relied cm to treat m the 
theatre the supposedly weaker 
sex with such sympathetic 
strength. 

Not that he was a feminist. 
His plays never delved into the 
position of woman in modem 
society or anything pompous 
like that. They did however re- 
mind us that among the edu- 
cated dasseswomanisapttoget 
the upper hand: and to keep it. 

Ana when two women are liv- 
ing together? This was the 
provocative subject of his best- 
known work. The Killing of Sis- 
ter George (1965). Beryl Reid 
and Eileen A tkins brought it to 
life at the Bristol Old Vic in its 
days as a try-out base for new 
West End plays, with Reid as a 
grotesque soap-opera actress on 
the wireless who is about to be 
fired after years of sterling ser- 
vice, and Addas as her pale, 
round-eyed and mousey com- 
panion who keeps the home 
fires burning. 

“Drink my bath water'." or- 
dered the burly Reid of her 
sullen housemate; and we all 
swallowed hard. What would 
the censor say? His rule over the 
stage still bad three years to run 
and lesbianism was never a 
subject we imagined he could 
tolerate. 

It was not, however, a play 
“about" lesbianism. Indeed 
Marcus was very careful to 
make sure the word was not 
mentioned. It was about the way 
women exercised power, as last 
year’s West End revival re- 
minded us -- and as Robert Ald- 
rich's American film, with Beryl 
Reid again in her old part, and 
Coral Browne replacing LaHy 
Bowers as the boss lady from the 
BBC twiddling Susannah York’s 
nipples “as if dialling an or- 



WarcuK tiutttful quality 


so absurdly miq'udged it. 
To wonder Marcus never had 
anything to do with it. 

Yet that is die reputation he 
is still stuck with, sexual ex- 
ploitation. What it seemed to be 
m the first place at Bristol was 
a satire on the way The Archers 
and such-like programmes take 
a hold of the domestic listener's 
imagi n ation at the ironing 
board to such an extent that they 
really seem to be existing. It also 
teased the idea of an actress of 
no great talent yet who got a 
lifetime’s employment playing 
one role. 

And that is what it seemed 
again last year at the Ambas- 
sadors. During the Lord Cham- 
berlain's rule however it was 
bound to seem more sensational 
and so the reviewers expressed 
their surprise and the show 
became a success. 

Marcus was hims elf a distin- 
guished critic, notably for 10 
years on the Sunday Telegraph, 
in succession to Alan Brien; and 
was to prove not only one of the 
wisest commentators of his day 
but also, with his European 
background and early experi- 
ence in the London fringe as an 
actor, one of the best-informed 
reviewers on the whys and 
wherefores of success or failure 
in the contemporary theatre. 

Goodness knows he had had 


plenty of experience of the haz- 
ards of dramaturgy, but then he 
had plenty of experience of al- 
together other matters since he 
fled as a small boy with his Jew- 
ish family to England in 193 9. 
Yet he was never a political 
playwright. Nor did he wave 
the feminist banner, even if al- 
most every play he 'wrote made 
it dear that the weaker sex 
usually ended up an top. 

He was shrewd enough as a 
dramatist never to sound criti- 
cal about that His attitude 
simply came as a breath not 
of Shavian fresh air but of an 
observed fact of life. It was 
incorporated in his characters. 

Whether there was more 
than one female character at 
root was sometimes debated, for 
the person he wrote about with 
mast warmth and sympathy 
was a young woman, usually 
called Oeo. Very 1960s-ish in 
attitude and manners, she fur- 
nished not only the heroine of a 
play of that name in 1965 but also 
several other comedies about 
such breezy, bright, independent 
young persons wbo come and 
go as they wish and are inclined 
to make their menfolk look 
amusingly inadequate or duH 

Was she derived from Mar- 
cus’s translation of Schnitzler’s 
Reigen, best known as the film 
La Ronde with its succession of 
sexual encounters? She might 
not always get her way in Mar- 
cus's plays (of which several 
were also seea on television) but 
she was always viewed with 
sympathy and cropped up again 
in such plays as Studies of the 
Nude (Hampstead, 1967) and, 
his last main West End work, 
Notes on a Love Affair (Globe, 
1972), a somewhat Pirandellian 
and too self-conscious comedy 
about his own craft. 

There was, necessarily, an 
older or more sophisticated 
woman in many of the plays and 
she came sardonically forward 
in his first West End success, 


The Formation Dancers (Arts 
and Globe, 1964). It teased 
with elegance, lightness of touch 
and shrewd observation the 
pretensions and desires of the 
London middle-class intellec- 
tual set, with one drama critic 
seducing another’s wife and 
one of the women getting her 
own back and, understandably, 
it never had much of a run. 

It seemed however to this 
critic in the stalls as if a new 
master of intelligent, wary com- 
edy had come on the scene be- 
cause its dialogue was so 
smooth, dramatkalfyprodu(3ive 
and rich in character. 

Bringing both sexes to life on 
stage defeats most tiro play- 
wrights; but Marcus had been 
at it for 14 years since his days 
with the so-called Internation- 
al Theatre Group and the Uni- 
ty Theatre. So, here was. 
something to celebrate. 

Evidently it was the author's 
own favourite, and it enjoyed a 
good revival at Hampstead in 
1971, where most of his work 
was apt to flourish; and the 
same dextrous dealing in casu- 
al encounters between men 
and women gave pleasure on a 
similarly perceptive scale in 
Mrs Mouse, Are You Within? 
(Bristol Old Vic and Duke of 
York’s, 1968), where the young 
pregnant heroine dithered mar- 
itally between two rather dull 
men, the black father having ab- 
sconded. It was a suburban 
tragedy but viewed as comedy; 
and again it should have been 
a hit 

No wonder if later that year 
Frank Marcus seized the chance 
of a post in Fleet Street as a dra- 
ma critic and held it - in spite 
of the ravages of Parkinson’s 
disease and the challenge of 
travelling - for 10 years. 

To what extent his ever affa- 
ble, charming and talented wife 
Jackie, a former fringe actress 
with whom he adapted for tele- 
vision La Ronde in 1982 and no 



Beryl Rate, centre, b) Robert Munch's 1969 film of Marcus's Tire KHBng of Sister George 


doubt worked closely on many 
other pieces, influenced his art 
or attitudes to women, it is hard 
to say. 

Once he got what was in 
those days a secure and re- 
spected position the experi- 
enced playgoer knew that there 
would be time time left for cre- 
ative writing of the kind which 
had alerted the theatrical world 
in The Formation Dancers and 
The Killing of Sister George to a 
new and remarkable talent 

It would be rude to say that 
critics are two a penny. It is just 
that editors seem to treat them 
that way. In any case Marcus 
had a background that gave spe- 
cial authority to his reviews. He 
had been writing in the London 
Magazine and Ptays and Players, 

where some of our best critics 


got their training; and he had 
his causes, like all critics, his be- 
ing the mid-European theatre 
of Molnar and Wedekind, 
and the contemporary mime 
Marcel Maroeau. 

But playwrights of Marcus’s 
disposition and truthful quality 
cannot be had (or at least kept) 
for love or money. So, although 
the playgoer appreciated bus 
wit and experience as a weekly 
guide mainly to the London 
theatre - he was hardly fit en- 
ough to get mudi further — his 
potential as a playwright was 
something infinitely scarcer, as 
any leading actress of today 
or yesterday will tell you when 
you ask her why she is not 
working on the stage. The parts 
aren’t there, except in the 
classics. 


Meanwhile let us be grateful 
that Marcus put so many of 
them in his debt. Not only 
Beryl Reid, whom he rescued 
from intimate revue, and Eileen 
Atkins and Lally Bowers, but 
also Margaret Courtenay, Bar- 
bara Leigh-Hunt, Irene Worth, 
Marine Audley, Joanna Dun- 
ham, Julia Foster, Jane Asher, 
Miriam Margoiyes and who 
knows how many others, bad he 
not had the call to function on 
both sides of the curtain? 

Even with an agent as vocal 
and eloquent as the late Peggy 
Ramsay to cry his wares around 
the managers, he was subject to 
the demands of fashion - de- 
mands for left-wing plays, social 
realist dramas, sex plays of all 
sorts and effusions by angry 
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blamed for doing more service 
to the theatregoer as a guide 
than as a playwright. 

He may be best remembered 
as the champion of lesbianism, 
but it was really as the champion 
of the female character in ml its . 
aspects, amatory and matronly, £ .. 
emotionally and egocentrically. 
and on those grounds he seems 
to have stoml alone for his 
generation. It is just a pity that 
he could not stand it longer. 

Adam Benedick 

Fhmk Ulrich Marcus, pUiyvnigfit 
and critic: bam Breslau, Ger- 
many 30 June 1928; Theatre 
Critic , Sunday Telegraph 1868- 
78; married 1951 Jacqueline 
Svtvester (died 1993; one son, two 
daughters ); died London 5 
Aueust 1996. 
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Charles Hadfield 


Charles Hadfield was the dcryen 
of canal historians. For the best 
part of half a century, the first 
response of anyone with a query 
about any aspect of the subject 
has been to “look it up in 
Hadfield”. 

One did so knowing that 
everything he wrote was based 
on meticulous research, endless 
hours reading the usually dull 
company records accumulated 
over the last two centuries, in 
order to be sure of finding the 
vital entries that would clarify 
and bring the subject alive. 

His most famous book, 
British Canals , first published 
in 1950 and now in its eighth 
edition, seemed to be all- 
embracing, but he showed bow 
much more there was to tell in 
the series of regional canal his- 
tories begun in 1955. These are 
all essential reference books, 
which are dependable. But be 
was no pedant, and in The 
Canal Age (1968) he told the hu- 
man story of the period, and 
showed something of the 
warmth and humour of his own 

personality. 

He was boro in Petersburg, 
South Africa, in 1909, where his 
father was an Assistant Resident 
Magistrate: in later life he was 
to plead a South African accent 
as an excuse for not giving ra- 
dio and television interviews, 
though it would have taken the 
skill of a Professor Higgins to 
delect it. His father had been 
bom in New Zealand and his 
mother was the daughter of a 
Devon vicar, and both were en- 
thusiastic travellers: he esti- 
mated that he had clocked up 
around 50.000 miles by the 
time he was 14, which helped 
give him his lifelong interest in 
transport. South Africa also 
provided him with material 
for his very first published 
work, a schoolboy article on the 
diamond industry for the 
Meccano Magazine of 1925. 


At the age of 13 he set off for 
England and boarding school 
near Tiverton in Devon. He 
loathed games, but enjoyed 
quiet walks down the Grand 
Western Canal, and, as no one 
seemed to know a great deal 
aboutxt, be did a little research 
of his own, and a lifelong 
passion was bom. 

In 1928 he entered St Ed- 
mund Hall, Oxford, to read 
English but ended graduating in 
Economics. He eventually took 
a job with a somewhat eccentric 
bookseller, “Stonewall" Jack- 
son, and became involved in the 
political world. He was elected 
as a Labour Councillor for 
Harrow Road, Paddington, at 
the very young age of 25. 

By now, he was firmly com- 
mitted to the world of books, 
and moved to a new job as de- 
partmental manager at the Ox- 
ford University Press. It was 
here that he met Alice Mary 
Miller. They married in 1945, 
and their relationship was 
marked by deep love and 
profound mutual respect. 

At the outbreak of the Sec- 
ond World War he had be- 
come an Auxiliary Fireman in 
the London River Service, be- 
fore being moved to the Fire 
Staff where he edited what was 
to become a standard reference 
book, the seven-volume Manu- 
al ofFiremanship (1943-48). 

During this time his own 
books began to appear, cover- 
ing a variety of topics from a 
handbook for young collectors 
to a guide to pohtical London. 
It was not until 1945 that he 
turned to canals, with English 
Rivers and Canals, written with 
one of his Fire Staff colleagues, 
Frank Eyre. 

This was an important peri- 
od in Us life. L.TC. Roll had just 
published Narrow Boat, and 
the two men felt that something 
needed to be done to preserve 
Britain’s canals. The result was 



Scene on the Regent's Canal, London, showing a pah- of PtekfonTs boats: an illustration from HacOMhfs British Canals (3350) 


the formation of the Inland Wa- 
terways Association with Rolt as 
Secretary, Hadfield as Vice- 
Chairman and Robert Akkman 
as Chairman. After early suc- 
cesses there were severe per- 
sonality dashes and differences 
over policy, which ended with 
Hadfield and Roll being forced 
out Hadfield went on to found 
the Railway and Canal Histor- 
ical Society with aims close to 
his own heart. 

In the immediate post-war 
years he was Director of Pub- 
lications and later Controller 
(overseas) at the Central Office 
of Information, which gave him 
the chance to travel again 
through Africa. 

In 1960 he got together with 
a young railway historian, David 
St John Thomas, to found the 
publishing house David and 
Charles. In the early years, the 
emphasis was very much on 


their twin interests in transport 
history, to which .they soon 
added an important series on 
the then very new subject of 
industrial archaeology. 

It was always a highly indi- 
vidualistic company, which in- 
cluded some rather quirky titles. 
One speciality was facsimile 
editions, and in among such se- 
rious matter as first editions of 
Ordinance Survey maps one 
would find Victorian DIY man- 
uals and telephone directories. 

They proved that there was 
a maim for such books but also 
demonstrated that it was pos- 
sible to be a successful publisher 
without a London base: the of- 
fices were and are at Newton 
Abbot in Devon. Hadfield sold 
his partnership in 1964, but re- 
mained as editor and author. In 
recent years, the company has 
been taken over by Reader’s Di- 
gest and has become a general 


non-fiction publisher, cutting 
out the old list on which success 
was built. Even British Canals 
now has a new publisher. 

Charles HadneltTs consider- 
able expertise made him an ob- 
vious choice for the British 
Waterways Board set up in 
1962 after the waterways were 
nationalised. He was as inter- 
ested in the future of canals as 
he was in their past, and was an 
enth usiastic advocate of making 
more use of the major water- 
ways for freight haulage. It has 
been something of a lost cause 
in face of the noisier clamour 
from the road lobby. 

In spite of all toe commit- 

his last book, Thomas 
Temptation , was published in 
1993. There was, however, a 
melancholy edge to his final 
years. IBs wife died in 1989 af- 
ter a distressing illness and he 


could never quite come to terms 
with the Loss. 

in the ^^ 1 ran , seem^Me 
austere, but those who knew 
him were aware of immense 
charm and great good-humour. 
He announced that on his death 
he was leaving his literary agent 
10 per cent of the ashes. 

His achievements were im- 
mense, and if the canals of 
Britain have survived to be 
known and loved today, that is 
doe in no small measure to 
Charles Hadfield. 

Anthony Burton 

Ellis Charles Raymond Had- 
field, canal historian and jmb- 
Ushen bom Hetasburg, South 
Africa 5 August 1909; CMG 
1954; married 1945 Alice Maty 
Miller (died 1989; one son, one 
daughter, and one son deceased); 
died Cirencester 6 August 1996. 


Evelyn Danzig 


In the annals of Tin Pan Alley, 
there are many examples of 
“One-Hit Wonders" - song- 
writers who onfy ever managed 
a angle enduring success. Emar 
A. Swan’s was “When Your 
Lover Has Gone", Edward C- 
Red ding’s was “The End of a 
Love Affair", Brooks Bowman's 
was "East of the Sun and West 
of the Moon”, Oscar Levant's 
was “Blame it on My Youth", 
and Evelyn Danzig's was the af- 
fecting folk-style ballad “Scar- 
let Ribbons (For Her Hair)”. 

Born in Ibxas, Danzig 
showed early musical promise, 
and was sent East to study at the 
Academy of Holy Name Con- 
servatory at Albany, New York. 
She later studied piano and 
composition in New York City 
with the Polish teacher, pianist 
and composer Sigjsmund Sto- 
jowskl As half of a two-piano 
team, she played on many ra- 
dio stations. She composed in- 
cidental music for a theatrical 
adaptation of Nathaniel Haw- 
thorne’s The Scarlet Letter, but 
what riie really wanted to do was 
to write songs. 

In 1949 Danzig co-wrote 
“Scarlet Ribbons” with Jack Se- 
gal, the future lyricist of “When 
Sunny Gets Blue". Tbeir ballad 
was first recorded by Juanita 
HaE, who was then appearing on 
Broadway as the original 
“Bloody Mary" in Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s South Ptuffic. 
Neither Hall’s recording, nor 
those m ade at about the some 
time by Dinah Shore for 
Columbia or Jo Stafford for 
Decca, bad any success. 

In 1952 Harry Belafonte 
signed a contract with RCA Vic- 
tor. His first recording session, 
made with an 18-piece orches- 
tra, produced two flops. A sec- 
ond session, made with a 
five-piece combo, was equally 
unsuccessful His third, made 
with just a male chorus and Mil- 
lard Thomas on guitar, includ- 


ed “Scarlet Ribbons". It was re- 
leased shortly before Belafonte 
began his first important night- 
club booking, at the Thunder- 
bird Hotel m Las Vegas. He 
featured “Scarlet Ribbons", 
and it went down so well that 
he made it an important part of 
his act In 1956 RCA Victor, 
yielding to public pressure, re- 
issued Belafonte’s four-year- 
old recording, and the song 
finally became a major suc- 
cess, with other artists rushing 
to record it 

In 1959 the Browns revived 
it for RCA, reaching the Tbp 20. 
•‘Scarlet Ribbons” has had well 
over a hundred separate record- 
ings, by such disparate artists as 
Doris Day, Cliff Richard, Jim 
Reeves, Acker Bilk, Roy Orbi- 
Son, Vera Lynn, Kenneth Mc- 
Kellar, Val Doonican, Jeri 
Southern, Perry Como, Emil 
Ford and the Checkmates, Gra- 
de Fields with Jess Yates at the 
organ, Duane Eddy, the John- 
ny Mann Singers, the Ray 
Charles Singers, David and 
Jonathan, Joe and Eddie, Nina 
and Frederik, Dick and Deedee, 
Ken Dodd, Gene Vincent the 
Bachelors, Mary O’Hara, Slim 
Whitman, Nana Mouskouri, 
Joan Baez, Sinead O’Connor, 
Frank Ifield, the Band erf the 
Black Watch and the London 
Welsh Male Voice Choir. 

Although her songs “Rip- 
pling Stream’’, “Half a Heart”, 
“Simple, Simple, Simple”, 
“Midnight in Manhattan , “I 
Miss the Boy’’ and “We're All 
Kute at Christmas" failed to 
achieve popularity, more than 
40 years of royalties from 
“Scarlet Ribbons^ were suffi- 
cient to keep Evelyn Danzig 
comfortably until the age of 94. 

Dick Vosbiirgh 

Evelyn Danzig pianist and com- 
poser bom Waco, Texas 16 Jan- 
uary 1902; died Los .ingeles 26 
Jufy 1996. 




Gomez: Mr Dependable 
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BOWER-BROWN: On 19 Jnijr 1996, at 
Lincoln Comm 1 Hospital, to Korea 
(m-e Bortwr-Boww) and Malcolm 
(at Brown) a daughter, Susannah Al- 
ice. Asister for Angus. Mayyou build 

a LhtttT to the strand climb an ever? 
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WAREHAM: Oil Z Angus! 1996. at St 
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Gerry Gomez 



One definition of a cricketing 
all-rounder is a player who can 
hold his or her place by either 
batting or bowling. Gerry Go- 
mez qualified, on both counts; 
he might ateo have made his wiry 
in the game as a captain, an ad- 
ministrator, a commentator or 
an umpire. He performed, it 
could be said, all these functions 
at Test match level 
He first emerged in England 
as an 18-year-old tourist in 
1939 who could bat middle or- 
der and bowl medium-fast 


swing, an unusual type of 
bowler to develop in the sun, 
fresh breezes and hard pitches 
of the Caribbean. Twenty-five 
years later be would probably 
have become either a League 
professional or joined a coun- 
ty club, for he was an English- 
style player, even to the extent 
of playing spin, on uncovered 
surfaces, much better then his 
West Indian contemporaries. 

Not that English scouts 
would have seen much of his 
bowling on that first tour - he 


was never given the ball - but 
he did score 719 runs at an av- 
erage of 25. During the Second 
World War and immediately af- 
terwards his reputation was en- 
hanced by a sequence of big 
scores. He made an impact at 
home when he shared a third 
wicket stand of 434 with Jeffrey 
Stollmeyer for Trinidad against 
British Guiana in 1946 at Fort 
of Spain and made an aggregate 
of 232 against England on their 
first post-war tour. 

His bowling was needed in 


West Indies' tour of India in 
1947-8, reaching 101 in the 
Delhi Test, the fist between the 
two countries. Hard to believe, 
in those days West Indies were 
short of fast bowlers and 
Gomez, stepping up his pace, 
often had to take the new ball 
By 1950, the year of Ra- 
marihm and Valentine, Gomez 
was firmly established as a lead- 
ing Test all-rounder and, as a 
captain of one Test (in 1948) a 
member of the inner council of 
the team. Although he won 
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Galloway) aged 95, wido w of Jam es. 
Deg^nMumiribytod a i glrtOT \6- 
lerie and Ddrdre. ner EraUncbOdren 
and Bt^-gnmdcfaddiezL Service ar 
Woking S* John's Qe ma i ori a m oB 19 
August ai 3pm. Family Dovers only. 
Donations if desired to the Mane 
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Curie Cancer Care, do Cyril H. 
Uwestwe, 32 Guildford Bead. Wak- 
ing. Surrey GU22 7QQ. 

GODWIN: Professor Richard, econo- 
mist, bom 1913, died 6 August 1996 
Siena. Italy. 

HOLLINS: Jaoe (nte Fermdl), bom 17 
October 1914, died on f August 
1996. Privare funeral has taken place. 
AamMaceBUBis tar G*”**- BOOTHS, 
MARRIAGES* DEATHS itaold be sent 
Ib writing la the Gsntte Editor; The In- 
dependent, l Canada Sqaare. Canary 
Wharf, London EI4 5DL, telephoned to 
0171-345 20U or And to 0171-345 2010. 
and are daubed at fiSLSO a line (VAT 
can). 


Birthdays 

Mr Richard Anderson, actor, 70; Pro- 
fessor Jack Baldwin, chemist. 58; Mr 
Rory Calhoun, actor, 74; Mr Dennis 
Caruran MP, 54; Mr Keith Carra- 
dine, actor, singer aaJ songwriter, 46; 
Lord Chappie, former trade union 
leader, 75; Dr Michael Clark MR 61; 
Lord Hayfaoe, former MR 71; Mr 
Dustin Hoffman, actor, 59; Lr-Gen 
Sir David House, former “Black 
Rod”, 74; Sr Laurence Hunter, Pro- 
fessor of AjmHed Economics, Glas- 


Lapping, Headmaster, Sherborne 
School, 55; Mr Nigd Mansefl, racing 
driver, 43; Sir Alan Muir Wood, cw- 
fl engineer, 75; Sir Patrick Neill QC 
former Warden, AH Souls College, 
Oxford, 70; Professor Sir Roger Pen- 
rose, mathematician, 65; Miss 
Sidney, actress, 86; Miss Connie 
Stevens, actress and anger, 58; Air 
Vke-Manha] Colin Teny. Chief of 
Staff at Headquarters Logistics Com- 
53; Miss Esther Williams, 
swimmer and actress, 73; & John 
Wood, former High Court judge, 74. 


gow University, 62; Mr Peter 
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few headlines in that historic 
tour, competing with some of 
the most charismatic cricketers 
of the time, he was the solid per- 
former, Mr Dependable, 1,116 
runs at an average of 42 and 55 
wickets (25). He also held 32 
caidies and was regarded as one 
of the best dose fielders. 

The following year West In- 
dies toured Australia in what 
was in effect a series to decide 
the world championship. West 
Indies lost but Gomez, then 32, 
was at his peak, scoring 324 Test 


runs (36) and 18 wickets (14) in- 
cluding, in scorching s unshin e 
at Sydney, 7-55 and 3-58, mov- 
ing the ball in the heat haze. 

John Arlott wrote of Gomez 

that he was a man who, “on the 
few occasions when [his] col- 
leagues failed, made good the 
deficiency without any great 
return of glory”. 

Gomez could not leave the 
game. He talked about it on ra- 
dio, helped order it as a mem- 
ber of the Board of Control and 
once even stood as an umpire 


Anniversaries 

Births Sir Godfrey KneUer (Got- 
tfried KnIDer), painter, 1646; F. 
AnsJey (Dianas Aostey Gudme). 

tber, 1856; Frank Richards (Charles 
Harold St JahriHamHion), author 
and creator of “Billy Boater", 1876; 
Ernest Orlando Lawrence, physicist 
and inventor of the tydbtron, 1901; 
Rml Adrien Maurice Dirac, physicist, 
1902. Deaths Thomas i Kempis 
(Thomas Hammerkcn von Kero- 
pen), AugUStmtun moult and writer, 
1471; Gauge Canning, statesman. 


wmneta Woolwonh 
founder, 1919. On i 
British Academy was t 

. al Charter, 1502; the r 


occurred, 1963; President Richard 


todoso, 2974. Tbday fa the Feast Day 
of St Altman, Saints Cyriacus, Largos 
and Smaragdm, St Dominic, The 
Pourteen Holy Helpers and St 
mnmsdas the Martyr, 




in a Test match when the offi- 
cial went sick. He will be recalled 
by spectators for his easy, con- . 
trolled run-up and ro eking 
motion of the head and if afr 
cionados sometimes overlook 
him, when recalling the 195ft- 
tourists, he would never have - 
been forgotten by his captains, 

Derek Hodgson 

Gerald Etheridge Gomez, crick- » 
eter, broadcaster, admimsmtat 
ban Trinidad JO October 1919; 
died 7 August 1996. - V-;-’ 
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Economy: Businesses divided over need for increase but majority urge Clarke to ignore ‘hawks’ 

Bank warns of 
inf lation risk 
unless rates rise 


WANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Inflation will be above tbe 
Chancellor's target and rising by 
mid- 1998 unless interest rates 
are raised, the Bank of Eng- 
land's Inflation Report warned 
yesterday. 

June’s quarter-point reduc- 
tion in the level of base rates had 
worsened the inflation outlook 
and to have a be tt er- than -evens 
chance of hitting the 15 percent 
inflation target. Chancellor 
Kenneth Clarke would have to 
increase interest rates “at some 
point", the report added. 

Mervyn King, the Bank’s 
chief economist, said: “Since 
May there has been a good deal 
of evidence to suggest we can 
have greater confidence in the 
view that demand is accelerat- 
ing.*’ 

According to the Bank’s new 
forecast there is a 30 per cent 
chance that inflation wfll exceed 
4 per cent by mid- 1998 if in- 
terest rates are not increased in 
the meantime. 

Mr King defended the Bank 
a gains t the Chancellor’s recent 
charge that it has a record of 
being unduly pessimistic about 
inflation prospects. Ithad been 
no worse on average than the 
Treasury, he said, and its infla- 
tion forecast had always been in 
the lowest quarter of the range. 

Hie Bank's warning yesterday 
followed a recent caution from 
the International Monetary 
Fund that there was no addi- 
tional scope for British interest 
rates to fall. 

Reactions to the Bank's 
hawkish line were mined. Roger 
Bootle, the chief economist at 
City investment bank HSBC 
Marians known for his view that 


inflation is dead, said: “This is 
the usual dose of Bank of Eng- 
land pessimism. I thmk the 
Chancellor wfll ignore them." 

Businesses were un enthusi- 
astic. Kate Barker, chief econ- 
omist at the Confederation of 
British Industry and one of the 
Treasury's “wise persons", said: 
“There is still a lot of uncertainty 
about the pace of recovery. 
There should be no change m 
interest rate policy for the time 
being." 

The British Chambers of 
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% Increase on a ysar Mite 



1992 93 94 95 96 97 98 

Commerce said there was no 
need to increase rates though 
businesses would not want to 
see an interest rate cut that only 
had to be reversed. 

Nationwide Building Soci- 
ety said it would have “some 
concerns" about the effect of a 
rise on housing market confi- 
dence. A spokesman for Abbey 
National, the country’s second- 
biggest mortgage lender, said: 
“For the time being it would be 
good to see things on an even 
keeL” 

However, Martin Weale, 
head of the National Institute 
of Economic and Social Re^ 
search and a Treasury adviser. 


said: “Tbe Treasury is predict- 
ing bumper growth. The last 
base rare cut was a mistake and 
the sooner it goes up again the 
better.” 

Shadow Chancellor Gordon 
Brown claimed the Bank’s re- 
port confirmed that weak in- 
vestment threatened to derail 
the recovery. “The foundations 
of the British economy are not 

a enough for sustained 
and rising prosperity," 

. 

Many City economists also 
agreed with the Bank’s analy- 
sis. Ciarin Barr at investment 
bank Deutsche Morgan Gren- 
fell said: “It is only Ken Clarke 
who thinks that Inflation wfll 
carry on falling right through 
1997 and beyond. Tbe Bank is 
taking a big gamble, but we 
think they are right” 

David MacJoe, an economist 
. at JP Morgan said many people 
were und erestimatin g the likely 
scale of the recovery. If only half 
the £16bn in consumer windfalls 


spending would grow by well 
over 4per cent *Tne Governor 
should be banging the table 
after a couple of quarters like 
that,” Mr Madrie said. 

Yesterday’s report said the in- 
flation rare would fall below the 
Government’s 25 per cent tar- 
get in the short term. The ac- 
celerating pace of growth meant 
flat two years ahead the target 
measure was more likely to be 
above 25 per cent and rising. 

Mr King said uncertainty 
about the prospects for a re- 
covery had receded since the 
Bank's last report in May. In 
particular, evidence and re- 
portsirom the Bank’s regional 
agents confirmed the view that 
demand was accelerating. 
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Bid for Blast 
Midlands 
blocked by US 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

Takeover speculation sur- 
rounding East Midlands Elec- 
tricity intensified yesterday 
after ii emerged that an Amer- 
ican utility had been lining up 
a £15bn offer but was blocked 
from bidding by local US reg- 
ulators. 

Dominion Resources, the 
parent company of Virginia 
Electric and Power, was re- 
portedly set to launch a 
takeover of East Midlands but 
state regulators refused to 
sanction the deal because of 
concerns about the financial 
impact on its 1.8 million cus- 
tomers in Virginia and North 
Carolina. 

Despite the apparent block 
which effectively kills off a bid 
by Dominion, shares in East 
Midlands continued to surge 
ahead, ending the day 16p 
higher at 597p. Hie shares 
have risen by 15 per cent in the 


Guardian aiq*ol: Eddie George (left) end Kenneth Clarke are likely to be at odds again 


A separate survey from the 
CBI yesterday confirmed that 
manufacturing orders had in- 
creased in six of the II UK re- 
gions m tbe fom months to July. 

Hie Bank expects both con- 


sumer spending and invest- 
ment to pick up in tbe year 
ahead. Faster growth was sig- 
nalled by the rapid increase in 
both personal and corporate 
holdings of broad money. 


Mr King said there was no 
solid evidence the economy’s 
trend rate of growth had in- 
creased enough for the Bank to 
take a more relaxed view aboui 
potential inflationary pressures. 


last month as the conviction 
has grown that East Midlands 
is about to become the eighth 
regional electricity company to 
lose its independence. 

Shares in the other inde- 
pendent RE Cs also rose 
strongly with Yorkshire adding 
20p to 7230p, London putting 
on 18p to 638p and Southern 
ending 19p highger at 682p. In- 
dustry sources suggested that 
while Dominion may have 
been preparing a bid. East 
Midlands might not have been 
its target. It was also pointed 
out that a number of other US 
electricity groups, including 
Houston Industries and Pad- 
ficorp, are also still being 
touted as possible bidders. 

Dominion’ market capitali- 
sation is S6.7bn and revenues 
last year were $4.6bn. It has 
10300 employees. The Vir- 
ginian group is not thought to 
have approached East Mid- 
lands or held informal talks, 
however, and is less likely to 
do so now after Virginia’s 


Slate Corporation Commis- 
sion refused to sanction a bid. 

A 1992 federal law gives 
stale regulators a role in over- 
seeing certain foreign invest- 
ments by utility* holding 
companies. This prevents elec- 
tric utilities from investing 
more than a certain proportion 
of their assets overseas. Ap- 
proval is usually routine, but a 
previous clash between Do- 
minion Resources and Che 
SCC may have contributed to 
the impasse over the British 
deal. 

Two years ago. Dominion 
Resources challenged the 
SCO’s authority to intervene in 
a management feud it was 
having with Virginia Power. 
“It’s all about the late un- 
pleasantness.” one source said. 

East Midlands, which is gen- 
erally regarded as one of the 
mot efficient and best managed 
of the RECs. refused to com- 
ment on the takeover specu- 
lation. Both its chairman Nigel 
Rudd and chief executive Nor- 
man Askew are on holiday and 
neither have plans to cut short 
their summer breaks. 

The company, which sup- 
plies 2.2 million customers, is 
currently valued at £ 1 . 2 bn but 
any successful takeover would 
probably have to be pitched at 
a premium of at lest 20 per 
cent 

Three of the 12 RECs have 
so for been acquired by US 
utilities. South Western Elec- 
tricity was the first to fall, 
agreeing to a fl.lbn bid from 
the Southern Company of At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

Seeboard. serving the South- 
east, was taken over by Cen- 
tral and South West of Dallas. 
Tbxas, and Midlands fell ear- 
lier this year to Avon Energy- 
Partners - a consortium of 
General Public Utilities of 
New Jersey and Ohio-based 
Cinergy - after PowerGen was 
blocked from bidding by the 
Government 


Irish building 
society buys 
Mortgage Corp 


Hostilities brought to an end at Eurotherm 


NIC cicum 

First National, the largest build- 
ing society in Ireland, yesterday 
announced that it has paid 
£5 3m to buy The Mortgage 
Corporation, the UK cen- 
tralised mortgage lender found- 
ed by Salomon Bothers, the 
pant US investment bank 
The society's purchase brings 
to a close Salomon Brothers’ 
troubled and embarrassing 
mortgage-lending experience 
in the UK. In recent years The 
Mortgage Corporation (TMC) 
repeatedly came under attack 
from consumer groups for its 
hiph interest rates and alleged- 


notonety for its unwillingness to Five weeks after 

reduce its interest rates to bor- utive Cfoes Hultmai 

rowers at the same speed as oth- out by non-executr 
er lenders. Consumer groups he was officially ret 
and trading standards officials post by supportive; 
were also inundated by com- 
plaints from borrowers com- dential MAM and 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Hostilities were finally brought 
to an end yesterday in the per- 
sonality dash that has split the 
board of electronic equipment 
maker Eurothenn throughout 
the summer. 

Five weeks after chief exec- 
utive Cfoes Hultman was forced 
out by non-executive directors 
he was officially returned to his 
post by supportive institutional 
investors, including the Pru- 
dential MAM and Schraders. 


Jack Leonard, chairman, paid 
the price for Mr Hultman’s re- 
turn by retiring seven months 
earlier than he had planned. He 
is to be replaced by Sir James 
Hann, former head of Scottish 
Nuclear and currently chairman 
of Hickson International tbe 
chemicals manufacturer. 

Sir James said he had been 
approached about 10 days ago 
to try and resolve tbe “emo- 
tional’’ dashes between Eu- 
ro therm's board members ever 
since Mr Hultman was forced 
out of the company following a 


foiled bid to oust Mr Leonard. 
He is understood to have con- 
sidered aB possible solutions in- 


the rebel shareholders to insist 
on Mr Hnltinan’s resignation. 

There had been fears that 
bringing Mr Hultman back to 
the company would in effect 
present him with carte blanche 
to act as he wished. Sir James 
dismissed that possibility: “I 
believe Claes is a team player. 
He will act within strategic 
frameworks which have been 
agreed with tbe board. This is 


a significant company and it has 
got to be ran properly." 

It is understood that Sir 
James insisted on a commit- 
ment to the company from Mr 
Hultman. Some observers had 
Suggested that having trans- 
formed Euro therm over the 
past five years, boosting profits 
from £7 Jim (o £34. lm over 
that period, be might be unlikely 
to remain long after the bruis- 
ing encounters of the past few 
weeks. 

He said yesterday: “I am 
very pleased that matters have 


now been resolved and that I am 
to continue as chief executive. 
The company has enormous po- 
tential and I am committed to 
the growth of Eurothenn in the 
long term. I look forward to 
working with Sir James." 

Sir James's apparently firm 
and independent hand soothed 
concerns in the City and the 
shares closed 15p higher at 
550p. They had traded as high 
as 644p in May but tumbled to 
515p after Mr Hultman ’s un- 
expected resignation on 4 July. 

An institutional investor in- 


volved in the talks denied yes- 
terday that a small handful of 
powerful funds had effectively 
dictated the return of Mr 
Hultman. 

He claimed that representa- 
tives of funds holding more 
than 50 per cent of the shares 
had been present at the pro- 
tracted negotiations to rein- 
state the chief executive and said 
tbe whole affair could very eas- 
ily have been avoided if all the 
parties involved had discussed 
the problems before it blew up 
into a full scale row. 


lv aggressive stance towards its 
own borrowers. 

Chris Heard, chief executive 
of First National’s existmgUK 


wards TMCs 30,000 bomwws. 
who owe a total of £1 -~ b £ “ 
home loans, would be notice; 
ably different. “Thin® at TMC 
will improve further, he said 
TMC, set up by Salo mon in 
19 S 6 , was one of a new breed 
Of highly competitive cen- 
tralised lenders 
market-share from b^dmg 
Cicties by launching ^ no ^L 

&mS&35 
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lapse in the housing market, 
SSploymcnl high interest rates 


Last year, the Office of Fair 
Hading, which regulates the 
loans market, threatened to 
strip TMC of its consumer 
credit licence, but backed away 
after the firm convinced the reg- 
ulator it was reforming. 

First National, whose acqui- 
sition of TMC means its mort- 
gage assets now total almost 
£ 4 bn, the equivalent of the 
UK's 11th largest building so- 
ciety, said it was highly pleased 
with its purchase. The society's 
managing director, John Smyth, 
said: “Having established a 
presence in Britain with the ac- 
quisition of Mortgage Trust, 
we have been keen to expand 
die society’s operations here, 
-mi adds scale to our opera- 
tions and wfll both reduce our 
unit costs and provide signifi- 
cant earning? enhanceme nt. 

Mr Heard said one of the flirt 

steps wouW be to lationa&e ac- 
tivities between hisownoper- 
ation in Surrey, and TMC s, 

staff being kept on m jobs. 


Man Utd scores its own channel 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

Media Editor 

Granada, the ITV franchise 
holder for the north-west of 
England, and Nynex Ca- 
bJeComms, the country's sec- 
ond-largest cable operator, are 
in advanced talks aimed at 
la unching a television chann el 
in Manchester neat year, head- 
lined by shows on the top foot- 
ball team, Manchester United. 

Tbe project, which is abolZke- 

lv to involve the Manchester 
Evmmg News, is the latest by a 
tending cable operator to de- 
velop a strong regfonal franchise 
and to tap into sew sources of 
advertising revenue. Nynex is 
the local cable operator in the 
Manchester area. 

The move could see the i birth 
of US- style local television, 
bringing together broadcast- 
ers, local sports teams and large 
media companies to create 



Eric Cantona: game for a 
show-biz kick-off on cable 

huge cross-marketing opportu- 
nities within tight-knit local 
communities. The partnership 
would broadcast special pro- 
grammes on Manchester Unit- 
ed, arguably the country’s most 
successful football team. In- 
siders said an “in the boot 


room” feature, phone-in shows 
and other football programmes 
could trade on the huge fol- 
lowing of players like Eric Can- 
tona and Ryan Giggs. 

Manchester United has been 
eager to maximise revenues 
from its stellar brand name, 
which has fuelled the company's 
rapidgrowth on the stock mar- 
ket Tne core broadcast rights 
to matches of the Premier 
League are held by BSkyB, 
Rupert Murdoch’s satellite 
broadcaster, and the BBC But 
a range of subsidiary rights, are 
retained by the club itselt 

Speculation has been grow- 
ing that the chib would launch 
its own channel, in advance of 
the introduction of pay-per- 
view in the UK, to exploit a mar- 
ket that could eventually be 
worth up to £25bn a year to the 
top football teams. But Nynex 
CableComms said yesterday 
that do deal had been signed. 


It is believed Granada, which is 
to launch satellite services in the 
autumn in league with BSkyB, 
views cable investment as way 
of exploiting its programme- 
making capabilities. 

Mirror Group has adapted 
the City TV concept to the UK 
through its Live TV subsidiary, 
live TV produces a national 
feed from London, distributed 
on cable, and is negotiating to 
encourage local partners to 
provide programming. Mirror 
Group owns 46 per cent of the 
Independent. 

Other ITV companies are be- 
lieved to be interested in the 
concept United News & Media, 
which owns the Meridian and 
Anglia franchises, has looked at 
Southampton, while Carlton 
Communications, which yes- 
terday launched a new food 
channel on cable, confirmed 
that it had been considering the 
City TV concept 


French awarded 
franchise to run 
South-east trains 
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CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport correspondent 

France’s Compagnie Generate 
des Eaux has won the right to 
run a second rail franchise m the 
UK giving h control over two- 
thirds of British Rail's former 
Southern Region. 

The franchising director, 
Roger Salmon, announced yes- 
terday that London and South 
Coast Railways, a subsidiary of 
General e des Eaux, was the pre- 
ferred bidder for South Eastern 
Trains, which mainly runs ser- 
vices to Kent and East Sussex 
from London’s Victoria, Char- 
ing Cross and Cannon Street 
stations. Last year it had pas- 
senger revenue of £205m, mak- 
ing it the fourth biggest of tbe 
2^ rail franchises. 

If, as expected, the deal is 
confirmed within the next fort- 
night, it will give the French 
company control of virtually all 
services out of London Victo- 
ria, offering the opportunity 
for considerable savings as h 
also operates Network South- 
Central which runs tr ains to 
Sussex and Hampshire. 

Last night, a spokesman for 
Generate des Eaux said the two 
franchises could not be mei^d 
into one, but there would be 
“obvious synergies” between 
the two businesses. 

The allocation of the fran- 
chise means that a French- 
owned company will control the 
trains that go to Dover and 
Folkestone. Foil owing the con- 
struction of the Channel tunnel 
all boat crains - apart from those 
to Ramsgate - have been 


scrapped. Tbe likeliest date for 
the new company to take over 
South Eastern is 15 September. 
The allocation is a blow to 
Stagecoach, which already runs 
South West Trains, the third part 
of the old Southern Region, and 
was on the short-list along with 
GB Rail and a management 
buy-out team. 

Mr Salmon has denied that 
the two-week delay in awarding 
the South Eastern franchise, was 
connected to last week's con- 
troversial takeover of the 
Porte rbrook rolling stock com- 
pany for £S25m by Stagecoach. 
However, rolling stock -manu- 
facturers will be relieved that 
Stagecoach, having promised to 
spend £90m on new rolling 
stock, will not have control of 
the order for 81 trains on South 
Eastern which, under the terms 
of the franchise must take be re- 
placed within three years. 

Stagecoach may find itself 
banned from further bids fol- 
lowing its takeover of Porter- 
brook and it may even he 
tempted to sell South West 
Trains to Generate des Eaux, 
thus recreating the old South- 
ern Region. 

Generate des Eaux becomes 
the second company to run 
two franchises after National 
Express successfully bid for 
Gatwick Express and Midland 
Main Line, though it feces an 
investigation by the Office of 
Fair Hading over the latter. 

Kteo other franchises have 
gone to management buy-out 
teams, with Sea Containers, 
Stagecoach, and Prism picking 
up the other franchises. 
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Abbey profits up as it ignores loan wars 


Nic cicum 

Abbey National yesterday 
shrugged aside its inability to 
increase its tiny share of the new 
mortgage market in the past six 
months by announcing a 16 
per cent rise in First-half pre-tax 
profits of £558ra. 

The bank said its 3 per cent 
of new lending had been caused 
by its refusal to enter the mort- 
gage price war by offering heav- 
ilv discounted home loans. 

" It pointed to a substantial in- 
crease in new mortgage busi- 


ness, up S per cent, by National 
& Provincial, the building 
society it has just taken over. 
The acquisition of N&P in- 
creased at a stroke the Abbey’s 
share of the mortgage market 
from 12.1 to 15 per cent 
Lord Higendhat, chairman at 
*e Abbey, said of the bank’s 
profits rise: “This has been 
achieved against a background 
of competitive mortgage «nH 
savings markets. Our results 
therefore give us confidence 
that we are pursuing the right 
strategies. We aim to strengthen 


Abbey National’s market posi- 
tion in UK personal financial 
services by consolidating our 
standing in the mortgage and 
savings market. 

“We will also continue to di- 
versify profit streams away from 
traditional mortgage and savings 
activities, providing a broader 
range of products and services 
to customers. 1 " 

Lord Tugendhat said one 
sign of this diversificatioa was 
that Abbey National had 
boosted profits from outside hs 
core savings and mortgage 


areas from virtually nothing 
seven years ago to 425 per cent 
This was ahead of the 1997 tar- 
get of 40 per cent set in March 
last year, he added. 

Abbey National Life, the 
bank’s own life and pensions 
business, reported record prof- 
its, up 38 per cent, on the back 
of an 8 percent increase in an- 
nualised premium income. This 
included half-year sales of 
£230m for Abbey's first PEP, 
launched last year. 

Abbey’s treasury operation 
contributed £129m to group 


profits, an 18 per cent increase. 
Consumer credit profits rose 
153 per cent to £43m, boosted 
by the Abbey’s acquisition of . 
FNFC a large credit provider. 

However, Lord Tugendhat 
admitted Abbey had suffered a 
net outflow of savers' funds in 
the first half of 1996. This is 
mainly to do with "fossa matu- 
rities," he said. “Out of the £4bn 
mortgage book, some £3bn 
matured earlier this year. De- 
spite our retention of two-thirifs 
of thfc, many of our customers 
have chosen to spend the pro- 


ceeds -fuelling the kind of sales 
we have seen recently.'' 

Margaret Scbwan^ the bank’s 
chief economist, said the Abbey 
had been affected by its dis- 
proportionate 14 per cent mar- 
ket share in the fossa imiketin 
1991, which it did not expect to 
hold entirely at maturity earlier 
this year. 

Abbey National’s cost-to- 
income ratio dropped to 41.6 
from 44.6 per cent at the same, 
point last year. Lord Tugendhat 
said the bank aimed to taring the 
ratio below 40 per cent. 


Standard slims 

down with 
workforce cuts 


NIC cicurn 

Standard Chartered, the in- 
ternational banking group, 
yesterday warned of heavy 
staff cuts among its 25,000- 
strong workforce in coming 
months, citing an “unaccept- 
able” cosL-to-income ratio as 
the deciding factor. 

The bank’s move came de- 
spite unveiling a 31 percent in- 
crease in first-half trading 
profits to £402 m, while pre-tax 
returns rose £129m to £448m. 

Malcolm 'Williamson, chief 
executive at Standard Char- 
tered. criticised the bank's 55 
per cent cost-to-income ratio 
and said that it must be 
reduced to under 50 per cent 
in the short-term. 

He said: “A medium-sized 
bank like Standard Chartered 
must be a low-cost operator to 
be nimble and flexible. [The 
bank] will have to re-engineer 
the business, introduce more 
automation and wean out busi- 
nesses which are not produc- 
ing satisfactory results.' 1 

However, he indicated that 


any job cuts were less likely to 
occur in economically ad- 
vanced countries, where there 
already have been staff re- 
ductions. In the past three 
years the bank has axedL6 per 
cent of its workforce, 3 per cent 
of which suffered the cuts in 
■ the past six months. 

Standard's shares touched a 
high of 719p in early trading, 
but slipped back to close at 
699p, down 13p on the day. 

Tlie bank’s pre-tax returns 
were boosted by exceptional 
of £42m, much of which came 
from the sale of its private 
banking business to Swiss 
Bank Corporation. 

Some 38 per cent of the 
bank's total trading profit 
came from Hong Kong, at 
present under British control 
but due to be handed back to 
China in 1997. “We are very 
happy about what we see out 
there. It is quite remarkable 
what's been achieved,” Mr 
Williamson said. 

He added: “1 don't think 
growth rates in Hong Kong are 
going to be quite as high as 



Balancing: act: Patrick Gillam, chairman (left), and Malcolm Williamson, chief executive 


people hoped but nevertheless 
they are very positive and they 
are higher than what we are 
seeing in the UK." 

Standard Chartered would 
not follow other banks, such as 


National Westminster and 
Barclays, which are conducting 
share buy-backs to return val- 
ue to their shareholders, Mr 
Williamson said: “We are in 
very high-growth markets. 


Balance sheet growth is sig- 
nificant and we need a solid 
base to generate growth.” 

He admitted, however, that 
the bank had so far' spotted 
few acquisition opportunities. 


Photograph: Paul Bulley 


Mr Williamson added that 
Standard Chartered would 
continue to make growth in 
other areas such as credit 
cards, through its connections 
with Visa and Mastercard. 


Bad weather losses blast Commercial Union results 


nic cicum 

-.«•> :«i -.nrVj! •• r: •• : 

Commercial Union, • one 1 - of 
Britain’s largest composite. in* r 
snrers, yesterday blasnedrheavy.- 
weather-related losses in the 
United States and Britain for a 
15 percent drop in pre-tax prof- 
its m the first half of this year. 


CU said a £56m increase in 
•' weather claims from the US and 
the UK forced profits before in- 
vestment returns down to 
:.£216m, against £24Sm in the. 
same period last year. However, 
strong profit growth from Con- 
tinental Europe helped to off- 
set the losses. 


Shares in the company dosed 
4p higher at 617pafter analysts 
said -thaL despite the drop in 
profits, CU's resUts were at the 
top end of their forecasts. - 
CU said that in France prof- 
its from AbeiUe, its life and gen- 
eral insurance business bought 
in 1994, increased by £22ra to 


£58m, while returns from the 
Netherlands rose to £88m. Prof- 
its from ClT-s lifcarid pensions. . 
businesses ncrosk the "group, 
including the UK, grew 14 per 
cent to £1 17m. 

John Carter, chief executive 
at CU, said: These strengths 
helped to reduce the effect of 


increased weather claims and 
competitive general insurance 
-markets in the UK" 

General insurance rates in the 
UK remained competitive, but 
there were signs of selective in- 
creases in some areas, mostly in 
motor cover. CU made an 
underwriting loss in Britain of 


£26m, down from a £36m profit 
at the same point last year. 

The IRA bomb attacks in 
London "in February and in 
Manchester in June cost CU 
£9m, Mr Carter added. 

The insurer is hoping to cut 
costs by in traducing n ew Infor- 
mation technology. 


Schering blames 
poor drug sales 

on cost cutbacks 


PATRICK TOOHER 

Schering, the German phar- 
maceuticals group, yesterday 
blamed rationing .by cash- 

local health authorities 


in Britain for disappointing 
sales of its much-vaunted mul- 
tiple sclerosis drug, Betaferon, 
which became available on the 
National Health Service earli- 
er this year. 

In a statement to accompany 
its interims results, Schering said 
UK sales of the drug, which 
costs £10,000 a year per patient, 
were “considerably below the 
planned level as regional ques- 
tions regarding reimbursement 
have not yet been completely 
clarified”. 

MS sufferers have accused 
the Government of attempting 
to ration the drug after the 
Department of Health said GPS 
should refer patients to hospi- 
tal specialists rather than pre- 
scribing it themselves. Sufferers 
say that lengthy waiting lists for 
some consultants would mean 
many in need having to wait for 
treatment 

“Each local health authority 
has to work out its own budget 
for Betaferon and allocate it ac- 
cordingly but some authorities 
are not spending their bud- 
get" noted Susan Hayiock at 
stockbrokers NatWest. 

A spokeswoman for the MS 
Society, which speaks for 80,000 
sufferers in the UK noted that 
one health authority, Trent 
had recently decided against 
providing funds for the (hug. 

“This product should be 
available equitably across the 


Cash-pile boosts GKN’s fortunes 

The Investment Column 


Sir David Lees, urbane chairman of 
GKN. exudes a sense of self-assured 
reliability that is mirrored by what we've 
come to expect from the company's re- 
sults. The former metal-basher has 
transformed itself with great aplomb 
into a diversified, international motor 
components, industrial services, and de- 
fence group. 

Yesterday's 11 per cent rise in half- 
year pre-tax profits, to£181m, was at 
the top end of City forecasts. A clos- 
er look at the sales figures underlines 
the way the make-up of GKN is chang- 
ing. In the first half of the year auto- 
motive products accounted for 63 per 
cent of turnover. down from 69 fKT cent 
in the first six months of 1995. The 
change is more pronounced in terms 
of profits, with the share for the vehi- 
cles side of the business dropping 
from 68 per cent to 57 per cent 

Both the Chcp pallet hire operation 
and Westland, which GKN bought in 
a hostile takeover battle two years ago. 
are proving their worth as a counter- 
balance to the still-subdued automo- 
tive components trade. Pallet hire and 
waste management may sound mun- 
dane. but with industrial services prof- 
its jumping by 42 per cent, to £37m in 
the first half, it hardly matters. 

Even belter was the performance at 
Westland and the armoured vehicles 
division, where earnings soared by two- 
thirds, to OSm. Westland’s order book 
is stronger than ever, with the signing 
in March of a contract to supply the 
Apache helicopters to the British 
Army; and should stand GKN in good 
stead; into the next century. 

Even vehicle components managed 
to hold their own. with profits falling 
by a marginal £lm. and although the 
tough conditions in continental Euro- 
pean markets look set to continue, in 
the US and UK things are starting to 
pick up. All this has given GKN a 
£25Um cash-pile - after stripping away 
the boost from advance payments for 
defence orders yet to be delivered - and 
a further shopping trip for acquisitions 
is well underway, though in classical- 
ly conservative GKN-Fashion. 

Investors who pitched in to the 
shares a year ago, at around 7S0p. have 
enjoyed in the past 12 months a storm- 
ing run with a 32 pier cent rise, to yes- 
terday's close of 1025p, easily 
outstripping the market’s relatively 
pedestrian 10 per cent increase. 

From next year Sir David will split 
the top job, giving “absolutely full re- 
sponsibility" to a new chief executive, 
CK Chow. There have been some ques- 
tions raised about the extent to which 
Sir David will continue to pull the 
strings at ihc Finn, but they seem un- 
necessarily alarmist. . 

With analysts forecasting profits for 
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the full year of at least £360m, the 

shares currently trade on a prospective 

price/eamings ratio of 16. Compared 
with a growth rate that has slowed 
markedly since 1994 and 1995, that is 
a full rating; the shares are high enough. 

Bid possibilities 
offer TDG hope 

So many companies piled into distrib- 
ution in the 1980s that the sector is now 
looking horribly crowded and the pain 
is starting to show. Christian Salvesen 
has found the going tough, hence the 
£lbn takeover attempt by Hays. Tib- 
bett & Britten and NFC have had their 
problems. And Transport Develop- 
ment Group has been a long-term 
struggle r. Its figures yesterday made 
grim reading, though there are hints 
that the worst may be over. 

One glimmer of hope for TDG’s long 
suffering shareholders is the possibility 
of takeover action. With margins hit by 
increasingly powerful customers such 
as the supennarket groups. size and vol- 
ume is becoming more important. The 


Hays- Salvesen bid is symptomatic of an 
industry rapidly heading towards con- 
solidation and a gap is already open- 
ing up between the division one players 
and the also runs. 

TDG hopes to play its part in that 
consolidation as a predator though it. 
could easily end up as prey. Even if a 
bid fails to materialise there ore some 
signs of trading improvement. 

Profits in the six months to June were 
down almost 10 per cent to £15.7m with 
the consumer division, which services 
the retailers and food manufacturers, 
causing the most concern. Profits 
dipped sharply due to the loss of a con- 
fectionery contract which is being re- 
placed with lower margin business. 

There was better news elsewhere. 
The hire division was fiat, fail by in- 
creased competition and lower margins 
particularly in the plant hire market 
However, in an industry that has seen 
profit warnings from both Hewden- 
Stuart and Vibroplant a flat perfor- 
mance is creditable. 

The industrial division increased 
profits and has won new business. With 
us customers not yet as canny as the su- 
peimarkets in their logistics negotiations, 
margins are latter here and improving. 


GKN : AT A GLANCE 
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TDG's shareholders have had a 
pretty rough ride in the last two years, 
with the snares sliding from a high of 
326p in early 1994 to 205p yesterday, 
down 05p. Though management have 
done well to cut costs and sell off parts 
of what was a sprawling business, the 
City is waiting for signs of growth in the 
sales line. Full-year profits of £345m 
are forecast which puts the shares on 
a forward rating of 13. Worth holding. 

It’s still do or 
dye at Holliday 

Holliday Chemical has been an 
unmitigated disaster since it came to 
the stock market at the beginning of 
1993. A profits warning within eight 
months of flotation set the tone. Since 
then there has been another warning, 
the loss of the group’s chief executive 
after only 18 months in the job, the 
departure of the finance director and 
a slump in the share price to a low of 
103J>p in January. 

Little wonder then that half-time fig- 
ures showing a recovery from last year’s 

calamitous second half should have put 
6p on the share price to yesterday’s 
close of 136p. After the catalogue of 
woes that Holliday shareholders have 
had to endure, even a slump in interim 
profits from film to £8.1 m seemed 
harmless enough compared wi 
fl.ltn earned in the final six n 
of 1995. 

If Michael Peagram, Holliday’s 
chairman, has learnt anything from the 
past few years it is not to disappoint 
the Chy which lakes no hostages when 
its expectations are dashed. So his rel- 
atively downbeat statement, citing 
tentative business confidence and a 
continuing focus on Holliday's own per- 
formance, should be seen as an overly 
conservative assessment. 

But the dyestuffs market remains 
tough with several large European play- 
ers prepared to trade at a loss to grab 
market share. The inks market is also 
struggling thanks mainly to depressed 
conditions in France. 

Even so, analysts were yesterday 
pushing up their forecasts to about 
£16 Jm, ahead of the £15.4ra achieved 
in 1995 but well short of the £19Jm 
reported in 1994. That figure is 
expected to be exceeded next year 
when profits could reach £20m. 

If the 1997 target is reached, the 
shares will trade on a prospective p/e 
ratio of 10. Not a de manding ratin g, 
but it would be wrong to expert much 
more give n the bridge -building with in- 
vestors still required A dividend yield 
of 4.9 per cent provides some support. 
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Rawlins bullish about 
his return to the City 

City Diary 


John Willcock 


Peter Rawlins is back. For 
those who don’t remember, he 
was the chief executive of the 
London Stock Exchange who 
was forced to resign three 
years ago when the Taurus au- 
tomated share settlement sys- 
tem was scrapped at a cost to 
the City of£400m. 

But enough of that Many 
thought him a scapegoat for 
an Exchange-wide failure. As 
Mr Rawlins says: “I’m history 
and it's history to me.” 

Now Mr Rawlins is return- 
ing from the US to become 
European head of Siegel & 
Gale, the corporate identity 
arm of Co reliant. Any lasting 
resentment Q'ty people feel 
may have been mitigated in 
the intervening years by the 
unpopular reign of his succes- 
sor, Michael Lawrence, who 
was himself sacked last year. 

Mr Raw lins will be oversee- 
ing Siegel & Gale’s business in 
Europe, the Middle East and 
Africa. The company specialis- 
es in rethinking how compa- 
nies present themselves to the 
public - “the voice concept” - 
and is expanding into interac- 
tive and digital media. 

So does Mr Ra wlins have 
any regrets about the Ex- 
change? “None at all. I'm 
very proud of what I did 
there.’' Spoken like a man. 
And who knows. The Ex- 
change could do with an im- 
age makeover... 

David Atkinson, head of re- 
search at NatWest Markets, 
has issued an edict banning 
his analysts from talking to 
the wire services. 



DM265m (£116m) in the first 
half of the year, was introdured 
into Europe last year after be- 
ing previously available only in 
tte LIS. It was hailed by some 
doctors as the biggest break- 
through in tackling multiple 
sclerosis in 20 years after the 
drug was shown to cut the rre- 
quenev of relapses in MS suf- 
ferers ~by up to a third, though 
it does not halt the degenera- 
tive disease. 

Betaferon is Schermg s stron- 
gest selling product and signifi- 
cantly contributed to the group s 
32 per cent rise in interim net 
profits of DM 244m on sales 1 1 
per cent higher at DM2.6bn. 

But ongoing problems m tne 
UK forced Schering to revise 
litis year’s sales forecasts for the 
drug to DM 535m from an ear- 
lier target of DM600m. 

Schering, which has been 
plagued by rumours of pro- 
duction problems of its high- 
profile drug, said it had no 

S ly problems and had yet to 
he pinch from rival prod- 
ucts. These include Avon ex, 
made by US competitor Biogen. 

Schering and Biogen arc cur- 
rently squaring off in US courts 
each accusing the other of 
patent infringements. 

Analysts say some MS patients 
have adopted a wait and see ap- 
proach until more efficacious 
products are available. “Patients 
are not exactly bealipg down their 
doctors’ door to be prescribed the 
drug.*’ Ms Hayiock said. 
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Post-Taurus: Mr Rawlins will help firms rethink their image 


Mr Atkinson was a food 
manufacturing analyst himself 
until three months ago, and 
t h i n ks analysts waste valuable 
time talking to wire journal- 
ists: “When the analysts are 
trying to tell their clients 
whether to buy or sell, they 
keep getting phoned up by 
Reuters and Bloomberg ask- 
ing “Why did this stock go up 
2p? Why did that one go 
down2p?” 

“More wonyingly, there 
have been one or two in- 
stances where our clients 
have seen our own recom- 
mendations on the wire ser- 
vices before we had a chance 
to talk to them [the clients], 
which looks a bit stupid, 7 ' 
adds Mr Atkinson. 

Print journalists such as my- 
self may still ring up, he says, 
since papers appear the day af- 
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ter. “Wire services are here 
this minute, gone the next.” 

Still on NatWest Market, the 
investment bank is also ex- 
panding the role of Dame 
Pauline Neville-Jones, the 
former Foreign Office high- . 
flyer who caused such astir ". 
earlier this year by defecting 
to the City. 

Fellow Whitehall man- 
darins, who were sure Dame 
Pauline was headed for the . , 
top, assured her before she : 
decamped that “You’re going-: 
to be very bored by the City.* 3 

But as die takes on the 

of bead of global business strat-. 

egy, as well as her current job . . ’ 
spotting new business opportu- 
nities with Government diems*; 
Dame Pauline is happy with 
her move to the Square M3e. ^ 

Tve been very struck by- a 
the amount of talent in the 
City, which is abundant and 
impressive. There is also a Ifoj 
of informality and friend]i- _ ;i 
ness, which counts pretty - 
highly.” Very diplomatic. ■ - 

Dame Pauline’s contacts 
with overseas governments, 
have already paid off. “It 
helped us win the mandate. - ^ 
from the Yugoslav govern- " ~ L. 
nient NatWest Markets is ad- .33 
vising them on rescheduling .• 
their debt and privatisations.” ' \ 
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deliver more votes' 
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Setting inflation targets nobody wants to meet 


n ver i S‘ 3f ^^hnd crying wolf again 
■' k" P' 05 ****? Kenneth ClKe 
‘f Governor's 

i ralcs m iast war because 

rapii^S then sianed stowing down 

n?anii!? - n sslll be behind the 

ChanreUor again tf he turns down similar ad- 

months 55“ *?P mt during the nexl few 

months, /yter all, even the Bank agrees thai 
wa^paa the m ° ment * m 

^wasssrs-a 

R 3 b nl’ ■ mil - aUon does not matter. The 
^ii ,r^° n . lhal faUi0 S inflation will 
JJJS 0- *? ^ nsing inflation is uncontro- 
ruShJc Almost every economic forecasi 
531116 P - allCm - To argue lhal fhe 
■ k af e srraply programmed to be 
mesrage. 15 lherefbrc ‘° ^“lerpret the 

The Bank of England is condemned to 

= °ne ii is 
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supposed to help the Chance Dor meet. The 
ts whether the Chancellor, and the 


question 

* . • — " x^uauwwuui , « 

* °w s ’ ta * e il q uile so seriously. 

As Mervyn King, the Bank's chief econ- 
omist, said yesterday, inflation has been 
below its target for only 10 out of the past 
40 months. British inflation is well below its 
histonca! average but remains higher than 
the EU average. “We've still got a long way 
to go before we persuade people that we're 
serious about this," be said. Judging bv the 
reaction of some experts who think that yes- 


terday's warning was sheer overkill, be is 
surely right. 

The issue goes beyond the prospect of a 
conflict at future Ken and Eddie meetings. 


Mr George issues (he advice that his job 
requires. The Bank is supposed to say when 


it thinks interest rates need changing to keep 
inflation below the 23 per cent target set by 
the Chancellor. Mr Clarke accepts or ignores 
the advice depending on his own judgement 
- which is partly a judgement about the slate 


partly a judgement about 
of the economy, partly a political judgement 
about what the voters want. Britain has 
enjoyed, not a “ jobless" recovery but a vote- 
less recovery. If the Chancellor decides to 
ignore the bank’s advice it will be because 
be thinks faster growth and higher inflation 
will deliver more votes. 

As Mr King put h yesterday, “Are we in 


the UK sufficiralJy committed to a world of 
price stability?’' The answer must be not yet. 


The evidence for this is not just with the pun- 
dits who say the Bank is guilty of overkflL 
From differing perspectives, industrialists 
and workers alike fall into the same trap. 
Companies still demand an absurdly high 
hurdle rate of return from investment pro- 
jects. The underlying pace of wage settle- 
ments remains a full percentage point above 
the inflation targe L The reason is obvious 
- it is that most people do not believe that 
inflation is dead. And while so many say that 
a bit more infla tion docs not matter, who can 
blame them? 

The Bank is not crying wolLIl is perfectly 


reasonable to forecast that inflation wfll be 
above 25 per cent in two years. The trou- 
ble is that, having set the inflation target, 
many of us, Mr Clarke included, are not so 
sure that we really want it 


Kepit signals a 
trust earthquake 


1™irogs can be turned into princes - really, 
JPthey ran The undignified scramble 
among fund managers for Kepit the frog- 
like sounding European privatisation trust 
run by KJeinwort Benson, looks like prov- 
ing the point- Launched with splendidly poor 
ti min g just two years the trust has proved 
an unmitigated investment disaster. Nowit 
has no less than six different suitors danc- 
ing around promising better performance and 
a narrowing of the discount that has opened 
up between the share price and the value of 
the underlying assets. 

Kepit may be a bit of a one-off but It has 
probably sparked a trend. If the vultures can 
move in on one poorly performing trust they 
can move in on others. It may well be we are 
about to witness a minor earthquake in the 
traditionally sleepy world of the investment 
trusts. So here's our pick of the takeover tar- 
get pops. With no warrants to an as poison 
pDl, Kkinwort Overseas must look highly 
vulnerable. So too must the Mercury Euro- 
pean Privatisation Thist, a mirror image of 
KepiL Its last restructuring failed to have any 


__ at all on the size of the discount Scot- 
tishTnvestmenl 'Dust, standing on a 14 per 
cent discount, is lipped by some simply 
because it is independently managed As a 
consequence there is no powerful fund 
management group to upset with a bid. 
Throgmorton Trust has proved disastrous in 
investment terms and loots ripe for the 
plucking. Perhaps unfairly, for its investment 
performance has been a reasonable one, 
RTT Capital Partners trades on an 18 per 
cent discount — enough to justify a serious 
rcstracturmg at the very least 
Investment trusts generally have become 
about as fashionable a$ C&A tank tops, pro- 
viding another powerful spur to consolida- 
tion. Outside highly specialised vehicles 
such as those investing in the boom markets 
of eastern Europe, it is hard to launch any 
kind of new trust these days, if for no other 
reason than that the cost of doing so means 
the investor automatically and immediately 
loses about 4 per cent of his money. So fund 
managers must look to the established 
trusts of their rivals to grow their income. 
A shakeout is long overdue in any event 


Commuters beware of 
French bearing gifts 


A certain sense of deja vu must have 
XAswept through the Department of Trans- 
port yesterday at the news that a French wa- 
ter company is to take over another of our 


train franchises. The dismantling and sale of 
British KaH is starting to bear a distinct re- 
semblance to the privatisation of the bus in- 
dustry in the early 1980s, 

Initially there were 70 separate bus com- 
ies. Now nearly half of them are under 


parties. Now nearly half of them are under 
the control of just two groups. Likewise, as 
fast as ministers break up the rail industry, 
private sector bidders appear intent on 
putting it back together again. Compagtue 
Generate des Eaux, through its quaintly Eng- 
lish-sounding raD subsidiary, London and 
South Coast, has become the proud owner 
of two commuter franchises - Network 
South Central which it already operates, and 
now South Eastern. 

The concentration does not stop there. 
The coach operator National Express has 
also bagged two of the 25 franchises and 
Stagecoach, which already runs South West 
Trains, is bidding for the 12 franchises yet 
to be offered for sale not to mention a train 
leasing business. 

More consolidation is certain to come. So 
much for the brave new world of rail com- 
petition that was one of the justifications for 
privatisation. 

Compagnie Generate des Eaux may be 
promising brand new tr ains for long suffer- 
ing commuters into Charing Cross. But min- 
sters should be wary when the French 
come bearing gifts. The experience of the 


bus industry proved that while consolidation 
brine efficiencies, it is also a recipe for 


can bring i 
rampant abuse of market power. 
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GKN to build second Chinese plant 


^Nris godsmark 

Business Correspondent 
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GKN, the automotive prod- 
ucts, aerospace and industrial 
services group, is planning to 
buDd its second vehicle com- 
ponents plant in China, as the 
company pledged to continue 
its overseas expansion. The dis- 
closure came as the company 
revealed record half-yearly 
pre- tax profits of £181m, an 
increase of 11 per cent. 

The joint-venture with the 
Chinese government, involv- 
ing the company in malting 
vehicle driveshafts, will be 
CRN’s first in.the People's Re- 
public since the late Eighties. Sir 
David Lees, the chairman, said 
detailed work on the project had 
already been done. 

«^The move will be funded 
CRN’s growing cash-pfle. 
which expanded by £3Qm in the 
first six months of the year to 
£252m. Sir David said the 
group’s transformation since 
he took the helm eight years ago 
was now complete: "'Utt’ve <xime_ 
to the end of the divestments, 
we are now looking at further 
investment opportunities.” 

Two other markets, in Thai- 
land and countries in the former 
Soviet block, are also under 
scrutiny, Lhough Sir David said 
there were no firm plans to 
make acquisitions or invest- 
ments. OveralL capital spend- 
ing rose from JilOm to £62m in 



Good relations: GKN chairman Sir David Lees (right) and newly appointed chief executive CK Chow Photograph: FT 

pallet hire and the Qeanaway 


the first half of the year. The in- 
crease in profits was fuelled by 
Westland, the helicopter firm 
taken over in a hostile bid bat- 
tle in 1994. Half-yearly earnings 
in aerospace and the defence 


business jumped from £23m to 
£38m. Sir David said Westland 
had a “good order book” 
stretching until 2003. 

Profits from industrial ser- 
vices, which included Chep 


waste management company, 
rose from £26m to £3 7m. Chep 


bought another 9 million pallets 
in the first half of the year, in- 
creasing its stock by a fifth. But 


the gloss was taken off the fig- 
ures by the car components 
businesses, which continued to 
be hit by depressed demand, 
particularly in Europe. Profits 
fell slightly, from £102m to 


£101m. Sir David said: “The en- 
vironment for car components 
manufacturers at the moment 
is not very encouraging.” 

He predicted car production 
in the UK would pick up by 10 
per cent in the second half of 
this year, and would also im- 
prove in the US, though there 
was httie sign of any increase in 
demand on the continent. 

GKN said its recently-com- 
pleted constant velodly joint 
factory in Italy, which wiD sup- 
ply the entire Fiat car range, had 
been hit by start-up costs which 
bad reduced profits compared 
with the first half of 1995. 

CK Chow takes over as chief 
executive in the new year when 
Sir David's role as chairman and 
chief executive will be split 
Dismissing suggestions that he 
would continue to exercise real 
control Sir David, who will 
continue as non-executive 
chairman, explained: u We are 
both very determined that the 
situation will work well CKwiD 
be absolutely and fully respon- 
sible for management of the 
company. My role will be es- 
sentially to manage the board.” 

Sitting alongside Sir David, 
Mr Chow agreed: “The over- 
riding principle is that I will 
manage the company,” he said. 
He did not expect to make 
“revolutionary” changes, 
though he said he was deter- 
mined to seek faster growth 
through overseas expansion. 


City Scottish Value keeps options open on Kepit sale 


%HN WILLCOCK 



Scottish Value Trust, which 
holds nearlv 4 per cent of the 
embattled Kleinwort European 
Privatisation Investment Trust, 
Kepit, is keeping its options 
open as the battle for control of 
the £500m trust escalates. 

Colin Maclean, m ana g in g di- 
rector of Scottish Value Man- 
agement which runs the 
Scottish Value Trust, said: “We 


have not rejected the proposals 
from TR European and are 
waiting for any other proposals 
to emerge." 

On Tuesday, Kepit adjourned 
a shareholders’ meeting at 
which investors had been ex- 
pected to vole on proposals 
from Memwort to turn up to 60 
per cent of the fund into loan 
stock, which it could repur- 
chase to reduce the discount af 
which the shares currently trade 


to the value of its assets. Shane 
Ross, chairman of the Kepit in- 
dependent board, told small 
shareholders on Tuesday that 
the trust had received a bid 
from TR European Growth 
Trust, and proposals from 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
Trust Managers to lake over 
management of the fond, as well 
as four other proposals which 
he declined to specify. 

Mr Ross urged shareholders 


to reject the TR proposals as its 
fees could be up to £4m plus 
other undisclosed costs. 

But Mr Maclean said that in 
order to justify the rejection, the 
cost of other options should also 
be known. Tt seems strange that 
the chairman is so set against 
the Tbuche Remnant proposals 
when we do not have formal de- 
tails of the Meinwort Benson 
Investment Management pro- 
posals or of any others. Any fees 


uld end up 
muchness,” he said. 

Scottish Wue, which bought 
its stake in May, believes that 
poor performance is the reason 
Kepit is under attack rather than 
its rival Mercury European Pri- 
vatisation Investment Trust, 
which is also returning money 
to shareholders. 

“When KJeinwort launched 
the fund, they thought they 
would get a better entry to 


European privatisations than 
rivals. This has turned out not 
to be true when you compare 
performance with Mercury. TR 
and other European invest- 
ment trusts," Mr Maclean said. 

TR European said in its of- 
fer that it was the top per- 
forming trust, in terms of net 
asset value performance, in the 
general section of the Conti- 
nental Europe sector over six 
months, one year and two years. 


In Brief 


• BP and Mobil have received approval from the European Union 
to combine the two companies’ downstream European operations. 


The merger includes the refining and marketing of fuels and lubr- 
icants. Under the agreement, which was announced at the end of 


1996, the two oil companies will pool assets with a book 
value of around S5bn - $3.4bn from BP and Sl.6bn from Mobil 
- to create partnerships with net annual sales of more than S20bn. 


• Fifteen branches of Colorvisaon, the electrical group, have been 
closed with the loss of 120 jobs. The figure includes 30 redun- 
dancies at the company's Liverpool head office. The decision was 
taken by receivers Arthur Andersen, who were called in last week. 
The firm said the shops were all heavy loss-makers. The receivers 
are still Dying to stabilise the business though several expressions 
of interest have been received. 


• Stora,theS«edishpapergiroiqi,saysitQ^ectsthepriceofEu- 
rcoean newsprint to feU by 5 per cent following similar falls in the 
UK Chief executive Lars-Aake Helgessou added that prices for coal- 
ed magazine paper may have bottomed out after fallin g in line with 
fine paper prices. Stripping out exceptional hems, first half profits 
fell to Skrl^bn compared with Skr 4bn in the same period last year. 


• Eastman Kodak has filed an anti-trust complaint with the Japan 
Fair Trade Commission, company officials said. In the complaint 
the company called for “enforcement action" against anti-com- 
petitive practices in the film market under the anti-monopoly law. 


• Compaq, the computer group, has predicted that the volume 
of global commerce on the Internet will reach S5bn a year in 2000 
from S500m now, with the number of users growing to 170 mil- 
lion from the current 25 miHion. The comments were made by 
Eckard Pfeiffer, Compaq’s chief executive, in a lecture in Sin- 
gapore. However, he said that significant hurdles needed to be 
surmounted before full transactional commerce arrives and the 
Internet matures into a full-blown parallel economy. “The fore- 
most concern is security, authentication and privacy.” he said. “Buy- 
ers and sellers need to be able to verify each other’s identities 
and know there’s no misrepresentation.” 


a Dresdner, Germany’s second hugest hank, reported a 44 

cent increase in operating profits to DM1 .42bn for the first 1 

of 1996, citing favourable conditions in the securities markets as 
the primary reason for growth. Dresdner said it owed much of 
the profit gain to Kleinwort Benson, the British investment bank 
bought for £lbn last year which has benefited from the boom in 
mergers and acquisitions. Costs rose by 16 per cent, but Dresd- 
ner said the increase was not significant because it resulted mainly 
from the consolidation of Kleinwort Benson. 


• Cathay Pacific said interim net profit before exceptional* rose 
UL5 per cent from last year to HKSl.llbn in the six months to 
June. The airline also had an exceptional gain of HKS541m from 
its sale of a 122>1 per cent stake in Hong Kong Dragon Airlines. 
Cathay’s chairman Peter Sutch said he expects business to im- 
prove in the year’s second halt 


• Hoogovens, the Dutch steel company, is targeting a 20 per cent 
improvement in steel productivity by around 2002. If also plans 
to cut its steel workforce to about 8300 from 10300 over the same 
period. Favourable economic growth in several Asian countries 
is reflected in structural demand growth for steel, but local sup- 
pfy is increasing, with capacity in South Korea, China, Taiwan, 
Thailand, Malaysia and India set to grow by about 50 million tonnes 
between 1995-1999, the company said. 


COMPLETE 


THE MOST COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE TO 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR A-LEVEL STUDENTS 







Whilst other broadsheet newspapers will be printing a limited selection of course 
vacancies next week, only The Independent and the Independent on Sunday will 
be offering the complete official list of every single place available at universities 
and colleges throughout Britain. 




Look out next Thursday for our free supplement designed to help you decide 
what to do next. Whether you are moving on to higher education, re-taking 
your A-levels or thinking of taking a year out, we will tell you everything you 
need to know about how to get ahead. 
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listings 


And starting on 1 9 August we will be featuring 1 1 more supplements, over 
200 pages in total, listing all the vacancies available through clearing, 
provided to us by UCAS themselves. 


You won 


ft the official UCAS listings in any other broadsheet newspaper. 
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market report/shares 

Reed plays key role as 


FT-SE XW 
38H-3-+22.7 ; 
FT-SE 250 . 
4309.0+15.5' 
FT-SE 350 
1906.0+10.4 
SEAQ VOLUME 
808.9m. shares, 
32,737 targains 
Gifts Index . v . 
93.50 +0.11V 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


punters place bets on takeovers 



Suddenly it was just like old 
times. In the most bid-happy 
day for months, tales of take- 
over action swirled, lifting blue 
chips and second-liners in 
often brisk trading. 

Reed International, the An- 
glo-Dutch media group, was a 
key element to the speculative 


AS a|*DXFMA«,J.JA 


altered through from the 
Netherlands that it intended to 
swoop on Renters, the infor- 
mation group. 

Whether the stock market 
lost touch with reality remains 
to be seen. But the Reed sfoty 
was eventually refined with 
Bloomberg, the privately 
owned information group, re- 
placing Reuters. 

It is widely believed Reed 
would like to absorb Bloom- 
berg and may have sounded 
out its founder, Michael 
Bloomberg. If it did descend 
on the wire service it would 
offer the financial muscle for 
an aggressive challenge to 


Reuters. Pearson, the banking 
and media group which pro- 
duced be tter-than -expected 
figures on Monday, was also 
caught in the Reed neL Thlk 
the Anglo-Dutch group would 
produce the bid the wodd and 
his dog have for long antici- 
pated pushed the shares up 9p 
to 654p against Slip ahead of 
the results. 

Reed is due to produce in- 
terim figures today. Up to 
£415m against £370m is ex- 
pected. Its shares put on 21p 
to 1.150pwhfle Reuters, where 
a £900m cash pile means share 
buy-back hopes are never far 
below the surface, added 22p 
to 729p. 

Utilities were also drawn 
into the bid maelstrom. An 
electricity buy note from Mor- 
gan Stanley helped generate 
the excitement; the US in- 
vestment house believes most 
of tiie remaining independents 
are worthy of attention. 
Northern, up 14p at 548p, 


AO 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREEPAIN 

Stock market' reporter 
of the.year ■ 


made its own contribution by 
anno uncing plats fora second 
special dividend. 

East Midlands Electricity, 
up 14p at 597p, ignored reports 
that one of its proposed US 
bidders, Virginia Power, bad 
been toldby its stale regulator 
to confine its activities to its 
own backyard. VP has not, ac- 
cording to the rumour mill, 
been a leading contender for 
East Midland, with Florida 
Power and Houston Indus- 
tries the main players. 

There were also ripples on 
the water front with Severn 
Trent 18p higher at 597p and 
Wessex, on Southern Electric- 
ity bid hopes, 8p at 348p. 

Imperial Chemical Indus- 


• tries was another drawn into 
the bid frame. The shares rose 
lOp to 796p as talk of a Ger- 
man strike mingled with share 
buy-back hopes. 

Thom EMI was given a 
spin, ahead of the. demerger. 
Seagram, the Canadian drinks 
giant with a growing thirst for 
showbiz, was said to be .plan- 
ning an asset sale to mount a 
bid for the music ride. 

A covered warrants issue on 
the rental and music con- 
stituents from Barclays de 
- Zoete Wedd added to the ex- 
citement with the shares up 2Ip 

to l,786p. 

The speculative atmosphere 
helped the. FT-SE 100 index 
above 3,800 points for the first 


tim e since early May. It dosed 
22.7 points higher at 3,811.1, 
its sfrrth consecutive gain. 

Turnover was reported at a 
respectable 808.9 million 
shares with a 33.1 million trade 
in Free pages, the directory 
group, allegedly the largest 
single trade. Strangely keen ac- 
tivity, including four 9 million 
trades, in Ray’s Food was bliss- 
fully ignored, casting further 
doubts on the reported daily 
volume figures. The 666.9 mil- 
lion trade in Just, which dis- 
torted Monday's volume, was 
an error, presumably the action 
of a spagh e ttf-finge red trader. 

Tesco, meeting analysts and 

attracting profit upgrades, rose 
5p to 296p and Argos, with re- 
sults soon, gained lip to 745p. 
Greig Middleton expects 
ffSw, up from £2 1.8m. 

Barclays' remarkable 
progress continued with a 
27 jp gain to 9O0p and confi- 
dent talk of £10 being reached. 

NatWest Securities moved 


from hold to add on Mirror 
Group, 

to 19£5p- Despite BZW s^u 
advice J Sainsbury rose Sp to 

4 °Birkdale, the marketing 

group, feU0.75p to 6^p after 

Snfi^itwascoiisidenng 

a cash-raising exercise. Crown 
Eyeglass, up 25p to 35p. us 
pSg a buy-back of up_to 
15 per cent and is joumeymg 
In the opposite direction to 
SoS-frSrUieUSMtoAjm. 

Applied Distribution fell 
53n to 92p after a second-half 
profit warning. It intends to 
hold its final dividend at 4 -5p. 

Emap. the publisher, rose 
22Jp to 685p, partly on the 
back of Metal Bulletin, up 
63p to 1.063p following its39 
per cent profit advance. The 
publishing group has 20.6 per 
cent of MB. 

British Biotech fell op to 
229p as Credit Lyonnais Laing 
said sell. Chirosdeuce fell 17p 

to363p. 


taking stock 


□ Springwood, the old JO 
Walker timber gro°P now “* 
vehicle for leisure entrepre- 
neur Adam Page, contfaoesto 
move off its 633p low gaming 
a farther Sp to 673p- The re- 
covery has been helped by 
growing evidenceof its 
leisure ambitions. 

Today it opens a venue ban 
with a 1,000-customer - 
capacity, at Newcastle-under- 

Lyme and plans more such 
ventures as wdl as night dub 
openings later this yean Mr 
Page established Midsummer 

as a leading leisure group be- 
fore it was taken over alter a 

furious and controversial 

battle. 

□ Dolphin Packaging, a 
maker of those sandwich and 
hamburger packs, is, at Hip, 
nudging its 12 month high- it 

Is bSeved to be trading wen 

but looks a prime take over 
candidate with MY Holdings 
thought to be lurking. 
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HP **** 5 


Jieh of these activities is 
more hke hard work 
-.. having a chat over a coffee 

t«lh a colleague at the office oTW 

naming under the bed at bo m e^ 

°5. C JL3 ttest,on: wh *h of t'h«L 

acdvtnescotmts h G DPi me 
mraOTteof the sze of the econoro? 
The answers are, respectively the 
second and ihe first. w 

■ : His pretty widefy accepted that the 
conventional national accounts axe 
not a comprehensive measure of eco- 

yanoes have been made in taking the 

JSK’fn m 1 ? l ° f? XJunt ’ ^ ‘he 

■ Office for National Statistics is also 
•^researching the creation of “house- 
” hpld accounts" which will measure 

unpaid work done in the home and 
the community. 

lUng the Industrial Revolution 
took firm hold, when more and 
more people switched from home- 
based work to waged work in facto- 
ries* censuses classified unpaid work 
by women in the home as a pro- 
ductive activity. It was not paid but 
invas still a job. By the end of the 
19th century, though, housewives 
were classed as unproductive de- 
pendants. It was not until the polit- 
ically correct started to speak of them 
as “homemakers” that the notion 
that unpaid household work is valu- 
able was revived. 

The fact that the ONS has start- 
ed to draw up household accounts, 
nearly a century since housework was 
last seen as valuable, does not mean 
it has been stormed by dongaree- 
«veanng feminists. An article in the 
^current issue of its Economic Vends 
explains that proper measurement of 
time used outside the marketed 
activities that are included in GDP 
is essential for many areas of eco- 
nomic policy. 



ECONOMIC VIEW 


DIANE COYLE 


^Author Henry Neuburger writes: 
«<w people spend their time is as 
good a measure of civilisation and 
social progress as any.” 

But the purpose of household ac- 
counts is more practical It is im- 
possible to assess the impact of tax 
and social security policies on deri- 
sipof to enter the labour force, on 
childcare choices, on care for the 
elderly and disabled, without an es- 
timate of the “productive potential" 
of households. And it is clearly 
large, as the drawing of women into 


is not completely equivalent to time 
spent in unpaid wok, but the income 
tax system entirely ignores the need 
for work in the home and whether 
it is paid for or unpaid, 

It is a gap that is becoming more 
pressing as people switch to more 
flexible patterns of employment. If 
the increasing numbers of people 
working part-time or for short peri- 
ods of tms or telecommuting in- 
tersperse their formal work with 
household responsibilities, volun- 
teering or leisure, the conventional 


unpaid work is not, tilts parents' 
choices dramatically. Either the 
family gives tip a big chunk of in- 
come but does nor pay for childcare, 
or the carer goes ‘'out to work” but 
spends mum of the income on 
childcare. 

The dilemma is even starker for 
single parents, for whom the 
deosion is weighted even further by 
the withdrawal of benefits as they 
start to earn, making the marginal 
tax rate on earned income prohib- 
itively high. 

It is hard to imagine that the tax 
system would have been constructed 


spread of labour-saving equipment 

sich as washing machines, and -per- 
haps more arguably - in leisure-time 
with televisions and stereos. 

Mr Neuburger aignes that welfare 
fly likely to be mea- 


ts mi 


' in such a welfare-reducing way if 
tofa 


pie's time. Time will also be the 
important resource constraint on in- 
creased production -as any harassed 

and over-worked professional will 
confirm. 

In a kooMet^e-based ecomm^ the 

key resource is not the number of 
workers as such but their quality, the 
length of time they spend contribut- 


The official statisticians are at work 
developing ‘satellite’ household accounts 


the paid labour force during the Sec- 
ond World War and packing them 
back home afterwards demons trated 
Mr Neuburger comments of house- 
hold accounts: “It is difficult to see 
how economic policy makers have 
got by without them." 

Consider income tax. Two-earn- 
er couples in the UK are taxed as 
two separate people, although ta xed 
a little less rf married. They pay 
more tax than a couple with only one 
earner. Fair enough - they have 
higher money incomes. On the 
other band, they also either pay 
somebody else to do their house- 
work or work after “work” to do it 
themselves. 

Time spent in paid employment 


boundary between production in- 
cluded in GDP and other activities 
wiD become both harder to measure 
and decreasmgly interesting. 

The area where the shortcomings 
of the existing measurement of the 
economy has a huge impact on 
households is childcare and care for 
other dependants. The tax system 
takes almost no account of the 
number of dependants in the house- 
hold and who does the work of look- 
ing after them. Children are either 
looked after by a parent or other 
family member staying at home or 
their parents pay somebody else to 
do so. 

The fact that paid work is con- 
sidered real wore and taxed while 


there had been an explicit set of ac- 
counts measuring the use of house- 
hold time. It would have indicated 
the scale of die potential switch into 
paid work by women and identified 
the national need for childcare. 

With household accounts making 
the amount of unpaid work in the 
home explicit it would be possible to 
design a tax system that would have 
both supported familiwt better and 
made individuals' choices more 
palatable. The tax penalty on mar- 
riage for two-earner couples would 
have been removed long before 
Nigel Lawson thought of it, and par- 
ents would not be penalised for tak- 
ing paid jobs. 

The Economic Vends article 
points out tha t the existing national 
accounts have ignored changes in the 
quality of working life. Researchers 
at the University of Essex have con- 
firmed that between 1960 and the 
mid-1 980s the big change in the av- 
erage person's use of time has been 
a Switch from blue-collar to while- 
collar, and presumably less un- 
pleasant, work. Similarly, there have 
been quality improvements in time 
spent on housework thanks to the 


Curiously, the computer-based 
industrial revolution that is taking 
place now is thus reverting towards 
the imit of measurement that was 
commonplace before the first In- 
dustrial Revolution. 

A article by historian EP 
Thompson describes how the pre-in- 
dustrial concept of woifc was replaced 
by clock-watching in (he factories. 
Before industriaHsation, effort was 
measured by a comparison of bow 
long it took to do something -a few 
hours was a “sleeping-time where- 
as something that could be done 
swiftly took only a “pissing-time”. It 
was the advent of factories that 
standardised the unit of work into a 
fixed shift 

Meanwhile, the o fficial statisticians 
are hard at work developing the 
“satellite" household accounts which 
wiQ, within the next year or two, mea- 
sure the effort the nation puts into 
housework It wiD give new mean- 
ing to those chores to know that 
nr changing a na p py erm- 

tribntes as much to the economy as 
a gossip over the photocopying ma- 
chine or a drink after work. 
Economic 1 rends, Jufy 96, HMSO£21. 
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THE 




sport 


Thrills and 
spills on 
the Solent 


Stuart Alexander joins the crew of 
Nicorette for yesterday's Britannia Cup, 
the highlight of Cowes Week 


I t might not have been the 
most animated of team talks 
in (he locker-room before 
the race but then again when the 
captain is Finnish and the crew’s 
chosen [inguajmnea is a mixture 
of Swedish, German, Afrikaans 
and English, purple prose might 
have been a bit too much to ex- 
pect. 

Luddc IngvalL, the skipper of 
Nicorette, geeing up his crew 
before yesterday’s Britannia 
Cup race - the most important 
trophy on offer at Cowes Week 

- seemed con- 

tent on mut- 
tering 


lifting the cup presented by 
King George VI in 1951, took 
abit of a battering. 

Hie idea was to take a look 
at a couple of the beadsails most 
likely to be used in the fresh 
westerly breezes on the Solent. 

With just half an hour before 
the 1030 start, up went a small- 
er jib called the number four. 
Satisfied nods all round. It 
looked reasonable and was tak- 
en down to be repacked. After 
a slight delay, up went the larg- 
er number three. The muscle- 

men leaned on 

the 


| . , . LUC handles 

a It was not possible which turn the 


low-key mes- . , .. . 

sage about the to mend it, and 

“classic and . _ ... 

historic-’ race, we were left with 

the need to . . , ^ , 

•get away the equivalent of 

alive" at the 

start and then 3 T3CQ CSX With 
if we could just 

just be in front DO tOp §£6ar 

all would be 

fine and dandy. 

The faces of the 20 crew 
(“No, make that 18,” said New 
Zealander Jeff Scott, “we’ve got 
two Englishmen”) were impas- 
sive but, worryingly, there was 
barely a murmur of reassurance 
as Ingvall asked if all the dam- 
age from Tuesday’s hard race 
had been repaired. 

It is a favourite maxim of the 
veteran America's Cup cam- 
paigner Dennis Conner, and 
many others, that to finish first 
you first have to finis h, so mak- 
ing sure the gear win not let you 
down is a crew's prime concern. 

Unfortunately, the first prob- 
lem hit us even before we had 
reached the start of the race and 
immediately our chances of 


winches to pull 
it in tight and, 
easy as you 
like, out 

E opped the 
ead of the 
sail. Unfortu- 
nately, as it is 
meant to take a 
strain load of 

about 12 

tonnes and 
with the sailmaker on board 
there was not a little embar- 
rassment. 

It was not possible to mend 
it, the time for the race start was 
looming, and Ingvall was left 
with the equivalent of a race car 
with no top gear. And all the 
time the brains department, 
ied by Harry Cudmore, was de- 
bating what the wind would do_ 
Swing to the right or left, or turn 
into something new if the land 
heated up under the sun— What 
is the tide doing? Where is the 
current strongest? And, by the 
way. can we Have the number 
four back up on deck because 
we need to use it and in the next 
10 minutes? 



Out on a limb: Jonas Wachenhut, a crewman on board Nicorette, goes aloft to sort out a problem 


Onoe underway, the first leg 
of 30 minutes sees fortunes 
fluctuate between Nicorette, 
Grande Mistral -the near-iden- 
tical water-ball asted, fearsome- 
ly powerful 80-footer entered by 
a mixture of the Russians and 
French - and the more con- 
ventional 84ft man, Mike 
Slade’s Longobarda. 

Going into the turn back 
downwind the pace hots up 


and, with the adrenalin surging, 
Nicorette first crossed Longo- 
barda with less than five feet to 
spare, then in a nail-biting ma- 
noeuvre squeezed round ahead, 
and set off under a huge asym- 
metrical spinnaker. 

Fortunately foryour intrepid 
correspondent, the hard work 
was limited to a guest appear- 
ance on the winches for the 
mamsheet trimmer. Early on in 


the race I even managed some 
worthwhile pressure. Han g in g 
on to die flying handles then be- 
came the major achievement 

“That was exerting,” said In- 
gvall, probably referring to the 
tussle with Longobarda rather 
than my humble contribution. 

As the atmosphere relaxed 
more people began to talk, dif- 
ferent groups speaking in dif- 
ferent languages. Two are 


joking in Afrikaans about the 
dubious heritage of the previ- 
ous day’s sandwiches. 

As the race progresses a cou- 
ple of sail-changes go wrong. 
“Same thing as yesterday,” says 
Ingvall, “I don’t know who is in 
charge” And going back up 
from Portsmouth to the finish 
at Cowes the opposition, espe- 
cially the Russians, dose in. The 
crew goes quiet, Harold Cud- 


Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


more pronounces: “Our only 
hope is he goes aground on the 
way back out from the shore. 
Otherwise he has us.” 

It is a squeeze, but the Russ- 
ian is beaten on the line as 
Nicorette claims 13th spot. 
Longobarda beats us both on 
handicap, and all three are 
hammered by tire smaller yachts 
with even bigger handicap 
advantages. 


Waller’s 

victory 
points to 
future 

•emssbbb 

of the direction the competitors 

^tteAdminirsCuptoso 

toey should took no further 
than Cowes Week, last months 
Cork Week and their ora OWfr 
modores’ Cup, writes Stuart 

Alexander: 

In aD three it has beta a new 

breed of 41 -footers developed in 
Australia that have been taking 
the sOverwarc and wm 

for Ireland by Jocelyn Wider s 

Side 2 in the Britannia Cup, one 
of the two most coveted trophies, 
reinforced the point- 

After a scary moment the day’ 
before, when Silk 2 bunedber 
nose in a trough and lifted half 
the stern out of the water, the 
crew came back to enjoy a glo- 
rious day which took the yachts 
west from the Squadron line to 
West Lepe, on a spinnaker run 
to the east Solent, back on a 
short piece of windward work 
and then downhill ag ai n near- 
ly to Portsmouth before re- 
turning home to Cowes. 

Another example, Glynn 
Williams’ Wolf, winner of the 
Bathsheba Tbophy the day be- 
fore, was third, the two sepa- 
rated by Chris Little’s new 
bounder, a Farr 45 one design. 

As Little is to be joined by 
Graham Wtiker with another 45, 
the RORC has already aban- 
doned its insistence on strict 46s 
for next year, and a similar pro- 
posal from the Royal Yachting 
Association for middle-sized 
will be discussed in September. 

Abo thought to be in favour 
of a wider range of 40s is 
Richard Matthews, who will li- 
aise between the RYA and the 
RORC in the search fora British 
team. 

Also enjoying the conditions 
yesterday was Mike Lennon, 
national champion in the Melgcs 
24 class and now leading the pack 
at Cowes after a finish fine gust 
gave him victory over RussellPc- 
ters. David Clark (spinnaker 

S ped round rudder), David 
ord (spinnaker ripped) and 
PaulBrotherton (rudder broken) 
all struggled with damage. 

Cowes results, page 23 



PLAY FORMULA 1 DREAM TEAM 

WIN a drive in a grand prix car 


F ormula 1 Dream Team is just 
like Fantasy Football: you pick 
and manage your dream grand 
prix team to score points over 
the season. 

Even though the grand prix season is 
well underway, it is not too late to join 
in: pit your wits against other enthusi- 
asts and you could win our prize for the 
Hungarian Grand Prix or other prizes 
for each race. 

Your team must comprise three dri- 
vers, a chassis and an engine; your bud- 
get is £40 million. Make your selections 
from the grand prix shopping list (print- 
ed right); the only restriction is that your 
third driver must come from the £1 mil- 
lion calegoiy. 

Derafls of how to enter are given on 
this page. You can enter a team at any 
point during the grand prix season as 
there are prizes for the winning Dream 
Team in each individual grand prix. You 
can enter a different team for each race. 

HOW YOU SCORE 

Points are awarded per race to the top six 
finishers, based on the Formula One 
World Championship points scoring sys- 
tem 1 10, 6. 4, 3, 2, 1) but with an extra 10 
points awarded to each of the top six fin- 
ishers. All drivers are eligible to score for 
a top six finish but can also notch up 
extra points as follows: 

• The fastest driver in race-day warm- 
up will collect six points, with five for the 
second and so on down to one point for 

the sixth quickest. 

# Drivers score one point for each place 
thet' make up over their grid position. 
Points are not deducted by losing places. 
• Five points are lost ifyour driver posts 
first retirement, four for second down to 
one point lost for the fifth retirement. 
# If your driver makes the quickest pit- 
stop ( from the entry of the pitlane to the 
exit) you gain five points, 
g If vour driver sets the fastest lap time 
in the race, you gain five points. 

% If your driver receives a stop/go 
penalty, you lose five points. 

• If your driver starts on pole position, 
vou gain five points. 

IP The Independent will name a Driver 
of the Day after each race for a 
particularly impressive performance, 
worth five points. 

• Non-qualification for a grand prix los- 
es you two points. If a driver is on the 



Plus prizes to be won with every grand prix 
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FIA’s published starting grid but fails to 

take the start, no points are lost. 

• Drivers removed from the results for 
any reason lose all points gained that 
weekend. Any driver not competing in a 
grand prix weekend scores no points- 

• Chassis score and lose points in the 
same way as drivers for a top six finish 
or any early retirement. The score is based 
on the first chassis home of that partic- 
ular manufacturer. Likewise, only the first 
chassis retirement will count if they are 
both among the first five to retire. 

9 Engine rules are the same as the 
chassis rules, without the retirement 
penalties. 


howto iwrns , 

Choose your Dream Team from the shop- 
ping Ibt on this page. Remember, you must 
choose three drivers (the third from the 
£1 milli on section), one chassis and one 
engine. You must not exceed your 
budget of £4fl million. 

Give your team a name and register it 
by ringing 0891 891 805. 

You wfll immediately be asked the entry 
question: How many races are there in this 
year’s Formula One World Champi- 
onship? 

lb enter your Dream Team details you can 
use one of two methods. 

Method 1 uses a tone phone that lets you 


key in the code numbers of your driver, 
chassis and engine choices. The comput- 
er will check that your team falls within 
budget and is eligible. 

Method 2 uses a non-tone phone and you 
give your details verbally. A budget check 
is not possible using this method. 

When you have registered your Dream 
Team, you will be asked to predict the 
number of points this year's champion will 
notch up over the year. In case or a tie at 
the end of the season, the nearest figure 
to the champion's points will win the top 
prize. In the event of a farther tie, the team 
that registered first will win. 

Once you have registered your team you 


wiU be asked for your name, address and 
telephone number. Your team selections 
plus your personal details will be played 
back to you and, when you confirm that 
they are correct, you will be given a PIN 
number. 

This is confirmation^ your entry and 
will enable you to access the score check- 
ing line. 

There is no limi t on the number of teams 
an individual can enter, but only one team 
can be registered per call. 

CHECKING YOUR SCORE 

You can check your team's position at any 
time by calling 0891 891 806 and quot- 
ing your PIN number. If you want to know 
the individual driver, chassis and engine 
scares frtan the most recent race, call 0891 
891 807. This line will also List the Tbp 50 
Formula One Dream Teams. 

Roles 

1. AH telephone calls are charged at 39p 
per minute cheap rale, 49p per minute at 
all other times, with a typical call to 
secure your entry lasting between five and 

seven minutes. 

2. The deadline to be included in a par- 
ticular race is midday the Friday prior to 
that race. 

3. The judge’s decision is final, no corre- 
spondence will be entered into and there 
is no cash alternative for prizes. 

4. Employees of Newspaper Publishing 
Pic, Hfaymarket Publishing Ltd and all 
associated companies and their families 
are ineligible. 

5. Entrants must be 18 or over and resi- 
dents of the UK or the Irish Republic. 

A. To be eligible for the main prize, you 
must hold a current driving licence, be no 
more than 1.95m tall and weigh no more 
than220Ibs. 

Y. All scores will be worked out accord- 
ing to the affinal FIA time sheds produced 
at the meeting. The values stated for 
drivers, engines and chassis bear no rela- 
tion to real life. 

8 . In the event of a tie for the Dream 1bam 
Tbp Prize or for any of the individual race 
prizes, the team that registered first will 
win. 

9. For lost PIN numbers please call: 
0891 891 808. For our Helpline call; 
01275 344183. 

10. The Top 50 Teams Line, lists the top 
50 teams from the last race. Both tbp. Tfeatw 
Position Check Line and the Results &Tbp 
50 Tfcams line will be updated at 2 pm on 

the Monday following a race. 
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DRIVERS 

£2Sm 

1 M Schumacher 
£23m 
2 J Alesi 
3D Hill 
£20m 

4 G Berger 
£18m 

5 D Coulthard 

6 E Irvine 

7 J NMeneuve 

£13m 

8 M Hakkinen 

9 H H Fremzen 

£10m 

10 M Bnjndie 

11 R Barrichello 

12 J Herbert 

£6m 

13 M Salo 

14 P Lamy 

£4m 

15 P Dintz 

16 U Katayama 

17 J Vetstappen 

18 O Ranis 

£3m 

19LBadoer 
20 R Rosset 
21 A Montermini 

£2m 

22 G Rsichella* 

23 VSospiri* 

24 T Marques* 

25 F Lagorce* 

26 H Noda* 

27 T Inoue* 

£lm 

28 M Blundell* 

29 J-C Bouillon* 

30 K Brack* 

31 K Burr 
32ECollarti* 

33 N Fontana* 

34 D Franchitti* 

35 N Larinl* 

36 J Magrrussen* 

37 A Prost* 

38 G Tarquinl* 

39 K Wendiinger* 

•AtotoorppetMjgfrj 
Hurgarferi'GP hut 
may compete later 


CHASSIS 

£20aa 

40 Benetton 

41 Williams 
£18m 

42 Ferrari 
£15m 

43. McLaren 
£Mm 

44 Sauber • 

45 Jordan 
£10m 

46 Ligjer 
£6m 

47 Tyrrell 
£5m 

48 Arrows 

£3m 

49 Minardi 
Elm 

50 FOrti 

ENGINE 

£2Gm 

51 Renault 
£18m 

52 Ferrari 

£15m 

53 Mercedes 

£12bi 

54 Peugeot 
£10ai 

55 Mugen 
£8m 

56 Fbrd V10 

£6n 

57 Yamaha 

£4m 

58 Hart 

£3ta 

59 Ford Zetec VS 

£2m 

60 Ford ED V8 

i 

j 1994 RACE 
j SCHEDULE 

j Hungarian fiP 

f August 11 



I August 25 

i ItaHaoGP 

| Septembers 

Portuguese GP 

September 22 

Japanese GP 

October 13 
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Dettori wired up 
for rapid return 


. Showtime is back. Lanfranco 
Detton, jack-in-the-box fW 
dismounts and aH, wiU return to 
the ring at Newmarket tomor- 
row. The champion jockey’s 
penchant for acrobatics should 
not be that shocking consider- 
ing bis mother was a circus per- 
former. What has bX n 
wresting this high summer 
though was racing without its 
most charismatic, and arguably 
most talented, figure. 7 
# Dettori (well, Frankie to just 

about everyone) has had the less 

sweaty role of racecourse pun- 
dit since a mid-June day at New- 
bury. That was when Sbawanni 
gpt no further than the paddock 
in the BaDymacolI Stud Stakes, 
exaggerating the manoeuvre 

Silver used to perform when the 

Lone Ranger was in the saddle 
and depositing the champion 

jockey cm the tarmac oval of the 

parade ring. The 25-year-old 
rider broke his elbow. 

The repair work was con- 
ducted by Dr Richard Dodds, 
a Reading surgeon, who pinned 
the fracture and, with great al- 
legiance to the configuration of 
Windsor racecourse, where his 
patient will compete on Mon- 
day, inserted wire in the sh« p*» 
of a figure of eight. Dodds an- 
ticipated that Dettori would 
^f>e hors de combat until the be- 
ginning of September, but thk 
opinion did not consider the 
Italian’s recuperative powers 
and he now returns so early that 
it seems ET s index finger has 
played a part 

Dettori rode out an last week, 
including sessions for Lady 

Fallon 
close to 
century 

Kieren Fallon moved on to the 
99-winner mark for the season 
when persuading a filly dis- 
playing temperament to pass the 
/post first at Newcastle yesterday. 
The Irishman impressed with 
his performance on Top of The 
Wind, who had caused problems 
in the paddock and did not ap- 
pear to make it easy for her 
jockey during the Northern 
Racing Nursery. ' ' 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Commander Glen 
(Pontefract 2-45) 

NB: Fourdaned 
(Pontefract 5JL5) 

FbDon was pushing his mount 
along at the halfway stage but 
she eventually struck the front 
inside the final furlong and 
was ultimately one length too 
good for Our Future. 

The filly’s owner, Jim Mc- 
f Grath, director of Timefonn, 
. said: “She is a bit of a lady and 
■y has this habit of planting her- 
self in the paddock but she’s 
done nothing wrong during her 


BATH 

2JL& 1_ SPARKY U FEjpnJ lQ-l;2.Br- 

WM 10 -11 sma. 

2.2'k. {MW Easraty. SMRiff MM. 1WW 
£7.50; £2.50. £1.10. OF: £6^0- CSP. 

i. s«s* nws o usd 5-2 ft* 2. 

Myatfc QnMSk 4-1: 3. Mm -ta* 
7 otT 2*fc. 2'U 1W ^LLambOWO. Twac 
£2.90: £1-5 0. £2.90. OF: £10.20. CSF: 

1. CRYSTAL HEIGHTS CD Harrison) 
9-2 HIM a- MeBors 13-2; 3. Stow tag 
15-a s ran. 9-2 jj fcw Yb Wn-0. nK nk. (R 
O'Sidnsn. wmcomOeV S"^2l 

£1.60, E3.40. DF: £34.70, CSF: £29.77. W- 

RUSH (T QuMrt 8-1: 8. 
rimnniik p M firf 14-1: &• Pride of Kldn 
ran. 5-2 to* 

” 2'. 5, (I Mite. Epsom). 

£i30 f3 ,? n. £2.80. DF: £93-60. CSr- 
£100.13. 

4JS; 1. PIKE CRfflt (r Qumn 
2. TIM I >M) — Piteta 8-1; s. South «W 

2-1, 5 m 15, cs£ 
£3.20; £1.20. £2.40. DP. *■»■«£ 

Ofllea V, 

1. W ran. 7-2to 

U L Hums. Mataw 

C1.H0 £2.70. £3.70. OF: OBM.CSF- 


£29-30. NR: Cadeau Elegant. 
naeaaat £401 .00. Quart** 019.90- 

ESTuaaei. «*. s= £H5-99- 

NEWCASTLE 

2^1.TOPOFTHEWWO«raW7- 

I B ran. 11-a few 

0-Neffl, FErmW. Tota £^0; £X70. ^90. 

£2.00. DF: £10.60. CSF: £21-08. Trteasc 
a 3£*. NFS GOT votes® f®*™* 

s^sSss-*^ 
» »» s® 8 - 12 - nr: ***** 

* IIAMTE PLAINS IB Mi*n) 3-1; 

Ss^ssnaaw 

^sssssSs 

^ CSF: 

£33.15. .hibk uWaagrt 5-2p 




s-tw tajmkwi Ftfit > 

m’ggfe’sa., 

PBCvpet: £351.40. 

Pt-C S: £46-66- 

Evening results, page 23 


Richard Edmondson reports on the 
champion jockey's early reappearance 

Glorious Good- the stable, but both my runner 


wood meeting, and on Tuesday 
be was reunited with an old 
mend when he partnered Cias- 

pc Cliche, on whom he captured 

last year’s St Leger, in a piece 
°F. w ' ork °n the Racecourse 
bide s watered gallop at New- 
market. 

The King George VI & 

Queen Elizabeth Slakes iunner- 

up is likely to resume competi- 
tion in the Geoffrey Freer 
Stakes at Newbury a week on 
Saturday. Other neon-rimmed 
rides Dettori can look forward 
to include Hailing, who is pen- 
cilled in to tackle the Sussex 
Stakes victor. Fust Island, in the 
International Stakes at York lat- 
er this month. 

Before then is the relative 
mundanity of Newmarket to- 
morrow, when he will ride the 
unraced juvenile Conon Ffefls 
and, if the ground softens. In- 
quisitor. Both are prepared by 
John Gosden, who rather enjoys 
the idea of Frankie returning to 
help the cause. “"The original op- 
eration went weU,” die trainer 
said yesterday. "Dr Dodds did 
a good job and F rankie has 
worked very hard to come back. 

“He was initially hoping to be 
back for 1 September and then 
set his sights on York, but, in or- 
der to be ready for that meet- 
ing, he needs a few rides under 
his belt. Fm pleased he win be 
in action on Friday because it 
makes a great difference to 


the stable, but both my runners 
wiD need the run.” 

Matty Cowing, Dettori’s 
agent, reported yesterday that 
his client will return to his 
Newmarket home ennw; on 
Saturday for two further Stao- 

Listed Sweet SoleraStakes and 
La Mafarr in a maiden, while he 
also teams up with Godolphm’s 
Kassbaan in the New Zealand 
Handicap. 

Dettori returns on 52 win- 
ners, and as Pat Eddery is into 
the 120s and Richard Quinn is 
also over the century his cham- 
pionship has gone in all but 
name. He has come to accept 
this and Cowing assures us that 
Frankie is just glad to be back. 
“All sportsmen want to do what 
they do best,” he said yesterday. 
“Even if they lived with Miss 
World they would want to get 
back to their sport." 

At Windsor on Monday Det- 
tori wffljom another jockey who 
has been a long-term absentee 
from the weighing room. Wal- 
ter Swinbum, who sustained se- 
rious injuries to his bead, 
shoulders and ribs in a foil at 
Hong Kong in February, will re- 
turn to action in Britain at the 
Thames-side course. Swinbum 
may return to the saddle before 
then in either Ireland or Ranee 
on Sunday, though, given the 
length of his time away, Chris 
Dwyer’s lalathath is likely to 
represent his first ride bade. 


r*-™ AUGUST CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS F) £3^450 added 3VO 
|3»4oj 5f penalty Vahie £2^67 

I SS S7SSSSS Jaa , y8 i 3_JM7 

, 1. HUHttmg WIPD^*17EmatagBBi811 - 

C ■ggBM.m>83B4nv)Hafceid88aT^.. - - iBw tuf 

® ns gWSSBBCOQMsMftratf MasJRWfB 4 — mwtBta-2 

g 

3 - 1 P A “** ien) 5 ^ 




Dettori: back on track tomorrow Photograph: Em pics 

Eddery collects Duster 


Pat Eddery is set to take over 
the ride on Blue Duster in the 
Group One Prix Maurice de 
Gheest at Deauville on Sunday. 
Eddery will deputise for 
Michael Kinane, who has ridden 
the unbeaten filly in all five of 
her victories but is committed 


to Dermot WeJd in Ireland that 
day. 

The six and a half furlong 
contest will provide the David 
Loder-trainedfiDy with her first 
serious test of this season and 
throws her up against impres- 
sive July Cup winner Anabaa. 


HYPERION 

2j 45 Bhvred 445 Just Dissident 

3- 15 Amid Afoadu 5J5 Ready A Dream 

345 No Monkey Nuts (nb) 545 Gool Lee Shay 

4- 15 LEAR EXPRESS (nap) 

GOING: Good lo Fara. 

OTALL&litate. 

DKAW ADVANTAGE: Low best op to a rnfe. 
gXeA-tod, H nrfcilflrin g course. 

■ C-ounir (s faiNW<rf'uwnonAS3S.nHKert*c((iC(nkMII}8adoa(wcvie«lhMBLee<fc 
and WakeQeki) Lin; T»n*elf sunon (service ftem WrtrfleM) adjolna coorae. ADUIS- 
SION: Clnb III Z; Fkddock S8; Sflv«r Stag 13J0. CAR fAKE: *n*ll RSnfc cv wtth tom 
occupants, £5, ptas £2 M tantaOes; remainder free. 


| LEADING 1SAINBBS WITH BUNNBaS: MnlK BanaAsB- S3 afspcofttaa 107 rna- 
BcnatantloorjSLMgMnBaiWinitoaSI Iwd stakeof +S1A53; Mr»M EevAy-22wte- 
an, J26 rannen, 17£%, -S18.75; K bIBuknd - 19 tana, 178 names, 108%, -S6027; H 
Cedi - M wlflaerL 3S rnnaent, 4SM, -f£J&3R tt Stoat* - 10 wtmtaa, 96 naffl, 27 J%, 
A7^p 4,- M~ JohMCoa - 10 tanas. Wmsas.-iO.lK, -S2&2&; JDdIoo - 9 tanas, S9a»- 
ners.23.1*, +SUL01. 

I H LEADING JOCTEtScSPsIkm- 38 wbfte» 183 ddcs, 2031k, +i66^2;L Dettori -16 
| tames, 117 rides, 2Z2K, +S3.78;XI>ail«T-21 tamaA 197 tides, 10.7%, ,£78.12; WRyai 
- 18 tamos. Write. 30JK,48iSO; 4 Qalas- 13 tamos, 103 rides, 1301k -SI AIS; 4 Fop- 
toss - 13 tamos. IX rides. IOKu -S26.T1 . 

BTJIWWBCP raST TPBb flBPa>P«nwr(&451. 

WINNBBS IN LAST SEVEN DATS: Ktaesst (4.45) won atBipoo telMfmdsy. 

UWG D1OTANCE KDNNEB9: Amid ABnrion (SJ6) •0O2Msiies1ton4 Dmtop'sAroo- 
dd sable in WteSuos; MUdmr Cowboy (JJ8) sod 328 nOes froo C Bawrfl Pdbmoadi 
aUbteUWetSowex. _ 

[ 0 srl BOUJNGER SEMES MEN AMATEUR RDERS HANDICAP 
(CLASS F} £4fi00 added foi 2f 6yds Penalty Value £%S50 

1 ^i9ix HQNRME{lQIB9nriMJertdnsS120 M»lWmIih«4V 

2 33662 BIX® W WKTcmptasiN'R*»?Mns3119____ _iOHMdas(Q3 

3 qwwifi C04BSMOB181H1 {12) B*sJ R Ramsta) WsJ Rarsdo'4117 — MrCBomoOB 

4 312354 e mft*fsg ca)(co)eiBSotto^MBMRBey7ii7_i*-Ma i i emu x 

5 0600*4 AOMNGE £»»« (PWH laW ItaJte«fcn4 11 6 »SM mw7 

6 303505 WaraonKHOOSE07)(CO»WertrtMHwnwdlOXia-ieTtafctorW5 

7 000000 DT4WN (19) iA*W U AlmqO WfteB58S3 lfl t2 — -Jtt f SattlB 

8 230*32 nmrWQM»S«3«UtaWJHrtdBm31DU OJlSbckW* 

9 03J66O4 G0UWHMm»Ofl(MJHwlUf4w«51i>5 Br5ltato»ll 

10 300030 BOUnOPa71WaSM2StmM8IWoel41Dl taSTtotaiMO 

11 00000* «VSmME(27)CN*sAl»kwMMa«r«n) U®VAcoclB)r4912_J*-a todtam(^l 

BBIMB: 4-l&se«ewm. Sweri, HMto &*t M C«*«riBr0to, Mr U*taok,M 
ttatfwe, UHlItorltoU'lrito 

1305: Esssi^tee 6 11 0 » M H N8U**» M Ws M Rswl») 10 an 
FOfdl GUDE 

ADVANCE EAST has to too much a68h» to 
er n tfm cadnp than vrimn shsping w8B.despte ttong tost 
maricst in April. Hb seamed to run ou rf 
Of 12 toto® or merwtxm seems toa. B«n d*w£ he a cut 
the can* [daces a true emphases on stamina end he «* 0K evwy assswice tom ‘aepnen 
The fact that AdwnceEast has not taten any Mttooptmi to^ s^d w Now- 

mattaruns»a»»nth»tond^no*toii»8h3lgritotai tthMh B|wrta»gy8 h adtf» 

ao mw to conftm the tom. Latoattaddrig horses rme o a 
SCS^Srnbled otatta toW M t o Id. yMm . 

tneptoofthetria S-oriloa: ADVANCE EAST 

T o -4 c l CORfWMJ- HOTEL OHUQJMABENSWtES (CLASS D) £4750 

I OJ-OJ added 2VD gf Penalty VMue £3^28 

, 2 A»AlB*WtoSA}<39)0tern«^ 

2 DUSIONBOrfftormtodrt J Wris90 D *. ?? ar : 

3 RBHACCOroiUSAJiPALamtJI WsJI*TBlto90, 

1 5 rnuiwsntfHONrpntPDto«HJohn«n90 

s ugjsaUM 90s G LlaiW N Lpmoden 9 0 — ra tototafc O 

« 6 JMOTWD(73I(M*0WBw«.iotoDWW*5|Ha«rt90 

7 5 wuosr^tSTBrtaSOMnrmartgO^ 

y n »MM ir r wl fttownii i*~ ‘ fWwH Qfl a t mb a 

„ co McfflPOceaotoDwwNTritoBg- — 

S *4 lBWSRDSEpSKWslkH^^RWJJ^® 4 FI***® 

Kintt M toddWato.44 WanSWh'fl*^ W^ 11 * M*fi\ 7-1 Sato 

Ofcto«w4MCotdS»o41Miitol 

FORM GUIDE 

^ AUADU «b second In a taHurmer 

amp ^ ^ ^ nmafeenin Wrtirg a length nenno tna 

ari 3 * has a a»d pedtota. bong^ W Shtah Atoadbu out of a 

joftn Untod States. The Merqigsa de 

nrwKomo ■« wB need some lita 
'***' a togmaraflmtanRIrtiiBndeoUdba 
offtne pace toml m W «• » hatf****" « 

rmtor^«rftt»n4Wf*S-atW»lsa 

t * Bl ln ' ■ ontSi«rt>nfa»fc»rt.feunlU0T 

VP** we ® •» «s« •• fun - lftB ****** 
sW ro HM«NwnwteU^J^ rtoomolto «est SatirtW sflto^ 
TompWns sand out a 8>W tw>>aef -r* mrsor Srtacton: AMID AIBADU 


FORMGUDE 

NO MQNXEV NUTS w a dnppOntmant ahen he oontsstod a Oiesar ctaner m Ane 
and ran poorly on the SouOanl and rod. m out. but he a m bettor tom agtin now and 
has twee played second fidda to Bee HaaBh Boyhhanrflcaps.Heaisotanoutthefhe- 
tenghwmnefotaRadafgamerilieesraa i aaworihewUnotbeea^toceBrii over 
tWssBffOwftslone^slthougn he wnm nrn e hang uidar pressure. Zstolt. owned by Pe- 
ter Seta, landed a touch end tooled praratong «*>en rratoi* ■■ In a fto-furiong Ayr maid- 
en 14 months S0L Keta Derioy dd ihe soetmg that rrtv and he * no dntt snoots to 
tod out if Zalotd «fl be able to fuM tier pounW. d«en that she has needed One to re- 
conerfrera a reported fraaue of her off-rtnd cannon bone. Prosoecto® pumasere all be 
in a quandary about her, but the martai mows mggpwmide a due. Ootoe Itoit ae y and 1 
No Mcrt ra y Nuts were botfi rated BO eatLer In the year and «> Comic Fantasy has a defl- 
nto choice in receipt of 7fc from Jack Bony* tana because he has put In OKiir tme re- 
spectable efforts In handcep5 the season. SatosOoK NO MONKEY NUTS 

| a 1E| ROGERTHORPE MANOR HOTEL HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
OOflOQ added 3m 4f 8yds penalty Vttue £7^95 

1 100056 (UDE PMM (USA) (285 W (the lonpa l^rtnosOW J Hfc 7 9 11 RHK2 

2 501414 ARir OQUBBtmn ®ton PmmodBB U« D Co^rim 599 1 Stack 3 

3 024000 TWEropACnON (4*3 P*sGAE&Jrfi Utcreplons492 PHtabtoenS 

4 421 lEARBnsss(USA)CW(Ihe'naiw0toedCDtponan|HOBCl3812 WRym4 

5 005032 n»l— AWWII.(3qptaliRBnAlinBdAlt4atolCWa3710 — NCoHel 

-SriMfoeri- 

Mrtw M&t WlObi Bne hanolap OmlngMMal 7sf 9b. 

BEnWto 04 law EtaBM, M OHt htt. 114 Cteta« AtoM, M Arik Coed*, 33-llloe 
RmAdksn 

1905c Laman 8 9 1 J Rjnnne 3-1 W Aler# 4 tan 

formoube 

the Chris Wat-trained Chanotaf AdtaM hb the only maiden m the Sato, but he must hsaa 
a dacent chance In this cornea m talch Iw is Just a pound outsirie the hanrfcap proper. 
He was ridden tah tender hands n We aoly starts prior v> hie V thmlio Monarm Gold m 
a 13-totanglmnrfap to Jurmtaubfea ofa gamble) and* baked Beat if he mitfit recoup 
the losses owr 14 frmongs at Hajdock new ttne. act was pipped by the Swan, who has 
won apbisnca cnermm® AOnwO Is 7fch0mr. Which hardly seems tor. but if the sound 
were to soRan up. Chamtog Admiral wxAd stfl look an attracts proposMon ^on that the 
gamdtaawod to soft at H^dock-OMa Path temame capafab of doing floo d tftog as 
undefined by hb Group Three ton m 9nmdan tot August, but LEAH EXPRESS, who has 
raced ofiy on a eourtd surtaoe ao to, b a progress** M» and probably copahto of behar 
than the bare form of ho nanoefr ff toad YMtnomh mOdan tar tea time. The hantScap- 
per has put him on 85. atveh is hotly generous. Arctic Couter was put (n h«8 place b 
Beauchamp Jarie*slaloeswhan«eap, but he I* a decent sort on Ms day. He seams bad- , 
ly handcappad tah Ttoa For Action on November HancScap frxm (both tmpbcerQ tot 
season, but that rtw* has shram frttle This arm. 9 el ec t io n: LEAR EXPRESS 

IXaEI CHAPLiiS CLUB HANDICAP (CLASS E) £SfiOO added 5f 
Z!ZrJ Penalty VaAsa £3/53 

1 277133 MAN » tolAUBr(mm«toilHH BerM Main tana 4X0 lltouaei 

2 626*35 WPWCArtC(llB(CtA(Bfi tQ*WfctE*r1UnJRaraden5911 XFWaa2 


3 2Q0S15 BIXW«A«aci5)IPEAmn)Glto9Qon46lJ0 f toba ll 

4 316045 R1C8 ffliW (12) P) CM J BaBscr) M Bjcrt 5 9 5 KMayU 

5 043X00 «TS aONAKZK PS W KdAnesI « Do* 79* — Admktl 

6 002310 JU5TDISS8iair(14(CD)BesCAH9dKBiRW«Bl«493 Flyta(3>3 

7 351363 5OBB0SE PB) (D) Ms P Whgs) N TrNer 7 8 13 1 Carroll 

8 123253 DOWWU(E)68(SartonorloflHCDLIcDTEaawy4812 HBrcAT 

9 300-2 POIAIt IKHMIt USE) (Bty Mv) C Dryer389 T6NcUto*l6 

10 0D86Q1 JWCAS7CT (08 (tosMMJtoctof D Osprsn 11 8 7 f7o) LCtmockSB 

11 S0386D 80*0(3) (D) 0*s Hefcn (TBrlen) E Aten 9 7 12 tobCtaaaB 

-lldtdoed- 

BEnwac M Ktooart, 5-1 Soso At Wotoy, W OnMa, Mch fltos 74, Jart DtoHort, Soa- 
4edM,8dotoos 

1995: tcchon 4 9 5 R Lappm 4-1 U L ^ 7 m 

FORM GUIDE ' 

CAPTAIN CARAT la som etimes slow out of the stalls, br£ that need not be s hanrfcap on 
tH& course with ns stft firtsn and ha is w°d enou0i to mn off a hanfiesp mark of 66, 
even t ns too spdngkne wms lone of itwm over course and cfctance) were gained rriF 
marks ol 60 and 62. Demlnalln is probably 301b beta* the level at sriVoram BoOn 
Joenne. but aha is oontoum and has decant «a*ns again. Kabcaat repngen o Bawd | 
Chapman and It gmstaho a saying the traner a teen total this race named In honour I 
cfO«pflnsCU>,«tab Soariariaa is capatSe of reversing raeent Warwick tom wWi Doeft- , 
owe tor . tt obe tton s CAPTAm CARAT 

ICICI MATTY SOWN MEMORIAL MADEN STAKES (CLASS Dj 
Lirri £5400 added lro 4yds Penalty Value £3J13 

1 OfD- ER*£DUN0BD^9L)0*KZta«no«HC(rtn»ar49 7 RTUtoeall 

2 4- ROIDQNQISORQPrtVCtosrWHtataeftSCanpM *97 ThrwB 

3 awniA04s9he*aOmed6l<tAf*92 SftrfeffllP 

4 4 Mrnar(3StosArei3BamJ5M0tooi4 92 1 Ratal ■ 

5 BBWmsatoT0Harav)Mm5M39O IWn 

6 4*-26 RX8DAie>(U)9«URaraR)Pltos390 QHW1 

7 206 KBI MOSS (B)(fttor-Dunoee PIS HCed 390 WRynS 

8 3 WnAT CONBOT (USA) CWCSWonlWmeSG Hanod 390 4 Ctta 7 | 

9 X OAS*l»IIM£|USNll^iCtoacBk«(to)riiPlc)RI«ta>389 DBattabS 

10 2- JAMNTJUNUMH (900}<SMIlAlinaQAIMMaiiQEDiaiBp389.-~-«— KMoaS 

11 4-260 IEUTA0nAM(ia)(MBrftPatot|)M9lua3a9 — — KDotay* 

12 smHCTAPrStotail to a gi ASgiatas q L Ptontaa 1 

-ttdtaoad- 

BEflMfcTU—K IwtoSt 4-i riia tai ri ,MlteaByADraaB45.1BtoPatto.3toalta.l04 
MSdto Cotooy, IW. M to Nort 14-1 attars 
1995: nirtes 3 0 9 h Wan 5-1 [L M CUihQ 8 an 

FORM GUBE 

TtortapuotortntalenmwMch Fonntomd rate one Of the strong er con am dets alto 
his Dtonond Day atoh to Hamm e r Me m. Ms Brer outing dnoe Ns Apfi second to Wtom at 
npon. the terttahe choice is REA11Y A DBEAM who 0» may chance If rtn ruts qp Id 
toe promise cf her Naaaaaribt second of 16 to Ttoadead In AprlL Sw can to ewnsefl Iw 
stfjfflqutateo defeat for various reasons and tMs Is her best clancs to date and rtie 
waBkatoeupriBruntotheEne. ianratJunalrth [one promfetog ran atttal must to 
fOarod, but Alec StamrtE newcomer SBmrtta, by TunL might eosfly be dose to the re- 
qiired standard. SatoeUoE BEAU.Y A DREAM 

fB~7e1 TALLY W) HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3,500 added 3YDlm^ds 
PenMty Value £3£48 

1 040106 6UMBBANfi9(Ug (D)ftod&dard) PCNrirS 7 KMSI 

2 000016 FAU»TSHAte(U5A)ClO)nPtotMeteteiFta)^ KMbe4 

3 005465 ANBUS MJCOAW (12) P J Mefi B Station 9 1 Itataal 

4 mnm gpmilW6(27)IFBtr0tt*M)EAMaa611 » Cota 10 

5 0-54000 lAHHaW pi) PstanftonodM Parnate 8 10 ... I ChtactUB 

6 4fii«K C0*MCraRDGEP2QmiJtoaBiesCUC?lnrsii89 ItolMto a tf 

7 000002 8OOLIB»V9«A)noVitonltoMriqi)RWh0v89 W^aol2 

8 064045 WCHAI1D H0U5E LAD (4fi) P NonE R Ita ndwa d 8 T 

S 30260* 5mGDE5IMr(l^M3»(nidBlM(tepmsR87^ ^_PNeC*UC3}7B 

10 *06000 NVaMA2E(U)(UsFteBMbinCE0amjWiB6 M Codytabter (T) 8 

11 03046 0erai»ClE»(10)(l7SM5O[C8Oto«d83 DtoGtoea 11 

12 (XXKKO COIUlGEmnCE(23){UsK9lhoaavjQimn81 IMhiI 

13 205305 DOW M YWD (17) (E«o*Wmrfl ManpnBn 7 12 SSartnl 

14 06000 TO*llJDIffDtarrC3)(THMcm4Q0ttB»C71O NCoSriaSV 

-lAdsdoad- 

24* Aarta^natfto Ite^Oton 7S2b 

BPIwa 6-1 file Pmu.lMralaFa. tort Ue Shaft. 7-1 OoaltaateMM. 8-1 OotNga Prlaca, 
Aatoa HeCataN. Waata Raw. 10-1 oOoa 
19B6e Atone Oonr 3 9 0 K Mon 2-1 (Ms J R Ransdm) 8r an 
FORM GUDE 

OOOLlEESHOr lixteHereBtir^MtohainiiiwtoiWltaBnwwrHnarunrapionsao- 
imdtoUgky ftevgny In tnacorateces 1 metdenatThirSk (7T5.7halon^rWpwl]sult.W®e 

Ryan toes ow from Pod Redends and Good Lae atsytril be UR) N0w Ih tta hand- 
icap rata* tram Sawtty. Anyone who urgamv needs a Tncw to come 141 cttal do wem 
tom perm tototharthuabdionwdh Cataract Brtriga. EWeota Ftata Rktanl Horn 
Lari «d Upu 1*0. galarUntr GOOL LEE SHAY 


KM5I 

12— XMm* 

J Fatal 1 

1 Carta 10 

LC tan a tk B 

MtMtoatt 

WAy»12 

Flyadi(S}13 

— PSfcCtoaRTB 
RCoryniiiStii CT)8 

— S Satan 2 

A Catos 9 Y 


HYPERION 

230 WB lb Win 3D0 OU School Houa® a30fort 
And A Half 4.00 HowV Yw Fathar 430 Mr Wgh 
5 jOO Santnfla Katfo — 

GOING! Good to Ffrm (Finn patches). 

STALLS Straight coarse - br side, xomd craaae - «■» raU- 
DBAW A30VANTAGR Not*. . J a 

■ LeC-hand, grilopmg cearar- F^rm Arrian* mo-ln wnd* » 
left and is nphiB all the „ _ . „ 

M Baceeonise Is Bao mlla notth-wta •< *iiy war A431- Baah ran 

mfcaWHtoMV. ADMISSION: Qnb £12 (Accompanied 
onler-lfie free); TtemlsIS; SNer «ng 14 fine H per car)- 
CAS PARK- Fret. 


BUNXSSED FIRST HUB: Beefr's MB! (4 JO). Prfaeeei FterdI* 
■tad (cfeored. 2J0). _ „ _ 

WINNEBS IN THE LAST SeVENHATStOklSttasi Howe 

mm ai Doneasbr an itarsiMy. 

UUAMMNCANCB BDNNEB& Stedao Jury ^30)&<faetaBcar 

(4J0) hm bemsee* 233 miks taf d w Ctopran tam 9timi«ua, 

North Yortsltog- 

| 0 qa I SCAfflA4-SEJWESFRANCASALSELLINS 
l^* U l STAKES (CLASS 6) £3000 added 2VO 
» llyds 

1 525 0AKASDN (28) R Hanoi 8 U JAtaOM^U 

2 0 lAKSHtoBtHORttopaSll D»ctaotora9 

3 6 WSS DA&M(t2) 1 AMtuafiS. MteMtl 

4 0 HUMOR. BIPRESS (4Q JMme 8 6 PPttophyfQB 

5 0660 WCP S Smin W »I OgtoMycConitafc86J)—8iBV 

6 3 S&ECIIA0Y(C7)AJana86 WJ O’Connor 4 

7 * SIAJUEnr pO)BPb«g86 TSjta«5 

8 00 StUfiMAtlBUS(21}WAtir86 SMUMdh2 

9 54330 taLTOWinPltota68 SDnmaT 

-•riMtoeri- 

SDinto 9^Wi lb YM. 3-lSOOiata^ 4-1 toptata. W. Start Itaft 
1M. Hto Potofc 12-1 Syhta a UtfiH . 1M Prieoate r i nl i i ra ft 20-1 

l onnl WESTRUCKS FOR SCANIA STAKES 
(HANDICAP) (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3YO 
2m 1734yds 

1 400008 WSCMffSSUI{17)D£b0th9 7 APtoeor6 

2 006253 FSffBXOffTpS) PCole96 ItoMS 

3 000251 UPUFTOT&MtaPWCD094 «Btata2 

4 10S056 MEgS MD MOI C f(2DiOJaBnBwiy94 HVOby(3)4 

5 317321 ADSCMOOLnOUSE(7)TiM)a0iBn93l5a.t-TSpnriol 

6 0S4531 S7BSMFEU0ir(12|flHannan92-0M»irN(«(D5B 

-SriKtota- 

SEntNft 7-4Sta9n8 ftaa. 34 Mldta Stte 94 UpMtHOMSdmd 

Hpasa, 6-1 Potat Wt. 14-1 Mstfsilia iimj. 

|4 qa| SCANIA 1996 TRUCK OF THE YEAR 
SPRfffT TROPHY (HANDICAP) (CLASS D) 
£6^00 added 5f llyds 

1 300800 » (ElOBtriF 0908 TJItodta 4100^———— 


HYPERION 

&50 ChMham Idand S2D WatooiM Parade 050 
Nefly^ Cousin 720 ParcyPmot 750 Velour S20 

Bangles 

GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALIifcSuei#* come -stands' aide; rest -Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAfiRSifto tar 5(to 1m. 

■ Left-hand coarse, level and Ur. 

■ Gome boorth of urm os A1 49. Tamioiah soriana m&e Map. 
ADIOSSMDI: dab 512;^ TtaersaB* S8J50; Ftaafly and coim en- 
doaare «50. CAR RARE: £1. 


BLINKERED FIRST TIHB: None. 

WINNERS IN THB LAST SBTEN DAIS: NeDy'b Caoeta IA50) 
tow at Brighton on Monday. 

LONG DISTANCE RUNNERS: Prince Rmtalf (720) sent 2E6 wiles 
fita W G K Ttorar’s Coram Made b Dtahoa. ScmofR; Itepotaa 
P lain (7.20) amt 190 m&es than J AraokTa Upper Lnnbonm aoide 
In Bokahtre; MVlnlglaSjpeB (82M) tem 190 uflafrom JHSs'sUm- 
bon sate In Batrtare: PkntafriM HH (5£0) & Nraeera Atahar 
(a20) nod 190 ntetaiaWS Hon'a Laaboatn gable b BttfaMre- 

Ic'rnl EAST COAST HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5JJD0 added 1m 6f 37yds 

1 306105 fltMMGDMIBL(15)WRHem5100-fMEritav2B 

2 022320 CMIHMI BUVD p2) (Q C Bntan 6 9 7 BDojte* 

3 3534-24 HXBB«S£l(29(GSICErfHt592 RCataaaeS 

4 2305 SH»EfVB«a*p*)3Vfcods3B12 WWotaS 

5 001510 SMM0nSTOBN(I3) MM483 MFetaal 

-Sriacbnd- 

BEIIMta Mtoarkrai atari, 314 Aotatam ML 7^ Soraota Mon. 
M fttara Sea. M SM% VraM 

ICOAI MANSMP MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added lm 3f 101yds 

1 25 SUPOHOOEL(21)IAsNMactoey492_C1lM0a(9)2 

2 3 WHC0W: P4JBDE Pd H Ced 3 8 13 MEdriatyl 

3 0 IIXWHOOF J3*)Ctetan 38 B BDojbS 

4 2-0362 N*SSH4ISUiUC19WR>tal386 — PtaEdda^AB 

OTMUto—tateMH— EaMi B4laHRHaaL2M 


HYPERION 

6115 SOc Cottage 635 iay-Ge^Em 735 Gift- 
box 735 LA Touch 8D5 Gold Desire &35 Lawn 
Order 

GOING: Good to Finn. 

STALLS: SUnd*’ Ode orreto Ira A lalfUatale nB). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: beft fcr lm M> lm 1C 

■ Btstehaad rutailattng come tab pearahaped loop, 
■fiacecome to north of corn or 87071. Hunacan Wes raOway 
Btadon (service from Gtegcnr) bln any. ADMISSION: Clnb 
£12; Grandstand and Paddock £7 (£4 (or OAPs, disabled A stu- 
dou, £10 far couples); acco mp anied under- 1 Be fa* all eseto- 
sum. CAR PARK FVee. 


BXJ W n t 88DPI8grTOffi:BaidAM n i ia iia r (7.0B), R— r ylT e p e 

(««). 

WINNESS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Akauoa Qm (635) 
<m at Ttnnomh 00 TingstLg: Grey tThudr i (7 J6) tron «l Pen- 
caster 00 TTnasday. Gaid Deatre 18£i5) wen at Newaanltet 00 R4- 
dv. Aaken |A05)tn»KHaadUD CBSOMriqr, tettta Key (B86 ) 
mm MHamQura on Satonfay: Trojrical Bead (&06) wenatlhfedi 
cmSttarriaar. 

UEKLDISTAINX RUNNERS Artaater(6JE) bn been sot 899 
afiea ty VGH T u rne r bom Corum Desdam. Somerset; Natural 
Key (6D5L Stag Crsraa (TJ15). Aakara (8D5) AKautalaanrelUa 
(8RS) acra 358 mars hj D Haydn Joaea from BLdl ba£, Ml Gkun- 
BgBiWwi siulatociriiBnasirai teaaBL 

rgTgl SCOTTISH RffLES APPRENTICES HAND- 
fCAP (CLASS E) £4300 added 5f 

1 020500 RMGQrH0FEmaCFa«iaa3912 lEdnrabaSV 

2 221353 S*XC0TOflE{B)(D) RWtaer49 ll-_- 

1 PNadOtaaniV 

3 100341 IROnCM.BEU8mcO) JBeny391D(7ao 

C totoET 

4 oaaoii rtnuMLnr(5}(qnDi*)dij(rw399Dta . 

5 22*632 PHHUETOCTNByaoft389 

Mail nil I1H4 

6 052404 SanU5IMRr(13«CU|R|id«ir888 

- — K site 3 8 

7 000083 TCUNBBBl(DJWteaa|0<48O IBtaMll 

8 600500 tOSOGOBIBJOUS@DNDian37lO DMcftAif7)B 

-I dartal - 

Menuniiege 73tiOto. Tiwlanflapac^c lam Ornelas 7a 3t 
BETIMB: 2-1 SBi Cottage 3-1 Nataal Kay, 9JTNatalBaaciv S-lPaa- 
tea, Al Serious Mary, 1D-1 torng Bra, 12-1 otoerv 

C OCI HYTffiPORD CLAMN6 STAKES (CLASS 
Lrrr^i F) £3^50 added 2V0 ST 

1 15 MMMMVdRWGMtotBr812 J S a aerwy [7) 1 

2 530 aBWtnOELMUJrtiteQSB IWMMtS 

3 1 JKT«Sai{H))RGUs87 AHadneS 

4 421334 C0iDR«ScpqiBair86 IFtaingS 

5 ' i4nri«togmtaman«4 — . Afttai T 

6 333231 «B10ICQUai(nnPEtaBB2 JFE9B28 

-Cdedaid- 

BEmi& 74Jsy-See-6a, 3-lMnalwt, 7-2 AtotraaQaara, 8-lStMr- 
Mon Qto, Coaboaaa. 10-1 Lady Isebe. 


2 204411 KUS t4D (16) 93(D) A Jones 6 9 10 AflflP* 

3 040250 lARTAlOAiULF[l9(l>|BMeelBn497— MTrririaritBB 

4 1£0230 STOSS (19) (CD) P Items 7 9 7 AMcObaaT 

5 101320 RraOUrBMVE(USA)n(qUBsGayKetater694 

nr j n wj—a 1 

B 001426 ECW) VBmjRE(U3A)flfl(C)(D)BP3flnge93 


7 52UZ20 £W4gnrjwrgamowoiaptT»i68ii- — . — 

SDlHnlB 

8 0(6-050 N«DfaiSHB0fp3)p!JB«tey68 4 GRdto3 

BQTWB: 3-imriee Uri, 4-i Sputo. 5-ltartM AHA Btedy tana, 
£■1 Bran VMara. 8>1 StodH JUy, 12>1 atonra. 

rx/wil SCANIA 4-SBaSWRSEPOWBrCtAM- 
i INC STAKES (CLASS E) £4^00 added Sf 
lfilyds 

1 061006 tMNGnSUMfVBl(9U|D)9Me£han5910^J4TtaWiB 

2 2*0200 PUMA SU (10) (CO) H Ryan 5 9 1 RBanM3 

3 625430 IBIER COLF EXPRESS (31) tJNa0ffin 39 O^T^daS 

4 610000 N0RUNG(2fi)6D)KCtfnndaih&aan6812SMMMinr 

5 5-15522 S0NGSHEET (27) (Q (BF) Itoto Uea4e 3 8 11— J tob 9 

6 200230 fmsyatummtmRKuiestt88-SBim*2 

7 44*050 ienBtS«aCOHE(9)iaaaey3BB 1 

rta ffMOtlY . 

8 00 mECOGSON(7)AltCtoS*B7 PPItophyW 4 

B OO AIMB8MJUlUWE(qjBatay781 NMtoS 

-Odfctoari- 

BETIfflC 7-4 Mar’s To Ftaor. 4-1 SoWtota. 5-1 Prita5».B-ltoa^ 1 
tafi Lmyer, 7-1 Havar Goff Express, 1&-1 Mtabare WolCta*, 14-1 Nor- 


(7'9h| WESTRUCKS - SCANIA KNOW HOW 

HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6,000 added lm 

1 OOOlOl SUROf B0tD(15) CTCEfflitcn410a = - 

BaraOTba (3) B 

2 550030 MASlEBMCJJteUlOT WRBaigt4911— A l A ^Mm l 

3 163113 MR IBGH {26HD) B Snot -19 9 HMM2 

4 106654 bOJGMIOFMWN(3)mR5M>nto49T VtafloyS 

5 610505 S004YTBMp)(B)JBaaer99 7 AE*toy(7)ll 

6 360325 AHBCANMID (B) D Harm Jones 4 9 5 IMdlOV 

7 OOtoOO UrtRJL DANE C13) (O) U HraBnEAs 4 94 RlkObaS 

8 000104 KmLimnU|liq(QNnelTaiance5B13 

Hotti toyar n 7 V 

B 250040 REHA'S INLL (45) I Mtae 4 89 

ID 000214 0flEKrBEMt(7)(D) DWQtipran484 

11 000122 OBCHAHP9OU> OTB0)Jft ta6 58A 6 Pa ntadS 

■ETO N ta 3-1 *74*1,4.1 StaroTGoM 7-1 Atrieaatort, Onttod QaH. 
H Maater MHaM. Greta Baa; lM*ta* 

fgTVkl SCANIA 4-SEMES *KINQ OF THE RO^ 
APPRENTICE MAIDEN HANDICAP (CLASS 
E)£4t200 added Un2f 48yds 

1 4-350 iLtoRNdE (49| Mas OeyWraeir 3913— PtodOiaai 

2 7050 SOrtRNtaL(JS)J Barley 5910 PMfc«n*y3 

3 624 8A«BlAMnE(14)»»orDChappel396 — StoMM7 

4 0900 ■MBCMBXX»(2SS)PQrie396 0arid07»ta(S)4 

5 0O0 HDHN SUNSET [MO C ElNten 3 B 5 —jute** 

6 *00000 JEM PCRRE P<)J Peace 38 5 Rftaeffll 

7 030000 PWWCTS QUAl (M) Hep D Dapped * 81——-— -— 

BGIMta 2-1 teDtotea, 7-3 Srattaa Xatta. 4-1 Ma* tabdy, M Jara 
Non. 7-1 fafian Sata. 1M Sawn MB. 2S1 PltBtaea ML 


rg-Enl FREETOORPE CLAMNG STAKES (CLASS 
5™lJ F) £3*450 added 3Y0 lm 2f 21ytfs 

1 250141 ierrSC0USW{3)|P)NCatapBnB12 JtoEddaryS 

2 6540 MMMIL(CM4(iaRlteris89 RHoia©7 

3 310 7nMlKUIASS(7)(D)JBtas86 RCBctaaaaB 

4 OOOOOO IMFE5IE (40)0 Mens 84 N0ay4 

5 000554 SrtVBLLA (20) M Jane 8 4 — S Cartar 5 

6 066 RBItrS TREASURE (USA) (lfl) J A Kans8 2 BDojte2 

7 4 MWNY-fl (Ifi P Hntog 7 12 F Mortal 

-7daetoari- 

BETran M toeya Cbta 7j-»ctota tan, 9a sytaOa, mcnm, 

10-1 Reno'a Tiaaaare, 12-lNnapB, UaMaMa 

( TOftl H0RSEYSEXJJN6 HANDICAP (OASSG) 

I I T-yiOO adrtod lm 3yds 

1 300055 HOUGMTDN VBOVRE (12) S toots 4 100 — WWOodaS B 

2 150066 SHEETAMORErp) Pttr*irg3 8 12 FNotteS 

3 306S2D PBTCT PARROT (9) W RMdaker4811 PtaEddoyl 

4 0600*4 naOEIUnF(iqwGMTin4811Jlntatk8Mnn2V 

5 006660 UNSP0NBIPRAIBi(52]Jtoiakl3810 IQtooS 

6 665500 BOUST (50) kat N ktacaifly 4 B 8 CTM0b(3)7B 

7 603604 BALNUE(B)NCd«an38a PMErtrioyS 

8 530030 KUKAM (Q B Hartuy386 Mftamo4 

9 600000 MD4BOUrKan.<E7)OQH0oc4fiS-DMECtaall 

10 005000 mSECMHE(U)jLHwa480 BDoybSB 

11 00006 DOMUSnf(38) RBeomn3 7 10 MHaoyPJlfl 

-lldactoad- 

Mamni ne(Bt 7a -lOB. True Mntap eatfc Oomusfy 7a 8ft 

KITMta M Btan, 6-1 tony Pont 64 Batata Vorioa, Itopo- 
hM Prayo , 7-lKmnm, 10-1 nta RadaX. Brant, 12-1 oRms 

7«t] CAISTER CASTLE STAKES (CLASS C] 
L_^_ J £7^00 added 2YD fffles 7f 3yds 

1 4 IPRCRBCQB W0'6ntnwi89... .n— OR mbiZ 

2 ' 2 VBOURCO)DiJrier89. . PMBMoyl 

.2dMtarad- 

BETIMfc 1.3 Vaioar, M RaJoUd 

loom FILBY BRIDGE HANDICAP (CLASS E) ; 
£4,200 added fHes 5f 43yds 

1 006CB1 WMBKrSPai(liq«))JHta4U)2f6e)4JriHMay{3)S 

2 26-2131 UWCMUfCINBfianftB*nn3912 HtaBmRl 

3 000043 BAUBLES p3) (D) lad htaangton 6 9 104taa Cackffil 

4 000153 PHMUOmJOrp«mJWn«nB395 — RCBGbaaaB 

5 030352 lUK(2489CDi*yv4 94 toNraaw(7)S 

6 000060 SBZUKI0MPtl29DUm492 17Ma4 

_ ^ dodawd — 

BETTWft 2-1 BanDaa, 11-4 UMtot Sped, 7-2 law Cotabltalv 5-1 
Ptaaon Joy, 7-1 Uae, XS-lSUhRitaop 1 


7f|C WUJAMHKL SCOTTISH TROPHY HAND- 
I JCAP (CLASS E)£1(V)00 added foj 6Syds 

1 000256 B Om AM US B C ff |49)[q tD)WCumtd«mE100. — 

D Swaenay (7) 4 B 

2 650062 IP MilAHES (5) (0) M ttontM 5 9 13 ACMM»2 
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RAP®B0VBIK(CD5DNDBn9 710 K Sod (7)68 


1 023321 

2 132330 

3 364)421 

4 103*06 

5 *03503 

6 1030 66 

7 244061 

8 OO-IDOD 

9 000064 
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®TIWIk 9-4 Heotefasayttrin, H Hones Sold, WL Iran (brio, 9-2 
tod Sptaada, 8-1 Prophfti Prte. 


Heights walking tall 


Roland O ’Sullivan once again 
proved his considerable skmas 
a trainer when saddlsig the 
eight-year-old gelding Costal 
Heights to win a Third handicap 
of the season at Brighton yes- 
terday. 

Given a fine ride by David 
Hamson, the chestnut - the 9- 
2 joint-favourite along with Yo 
Kiri-B for the Tote Spring 
Handicap -swooped well mside 
the distance to beat MeDors and 


Share Imp, who had won here 
on Tuesday, by a neck and the 
same. 

O’Sullivan said: “The horse 
has tembie legs and was sent for 
sale at Ascot 18 months ago 
where so one would go to 800 
guineas for him. 

“Jack Joseph fthe owner] 
had fo take him home and then 
sent him to me to go hur dKng . 
But he has turned out to be a 
fair sprinter." 
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sport __ 

GOLF: Jack Nicklaus’s designer course has European challengers o n lever playing field as US PGA tees off 

Monty ready for 
saunter in sauna 




TIM GLOVER 

reports from Louisville 

When Colin Montgomerie was 
beaten in an 18-hole play-off in 
the US Open at Oakmont, Pitts- 
burgh, two years ago, it was so 
hot he ran out of shirts before 
running out of steam. For the 
78ih US PGA Championship at 
the Valhalla dub in Kentucky, 
where golf will be played in con- 
ditions akin to a sauna, Monty 
is better prepared. 

“People talk about the golf 
course and what have you, but 
1 think the most important fac- 
tor of the week is the heat," 
Monty said, relaxing with a 
cold drink in an air-conditioned 
room. In a practice round he 
found his mind wandering. “I 
was beginning to suffer around 
the I5th hole and my concen- 
tration went," he said. “The key 
is to be in the right frame men- 
tally. You can end up in a lake 
or something without thinking 
about it, and it’s just the heat" 

Montgomerie is several 
stones lighter than he was at 
Oakmont, and has picked up a 
few tips about playing in a 
sauna. “I take one size larger in 
a glove because my hands swell 
so much. I'll use three or four 
gloves in a round, and wear light 
clothing and a wide-brimmed 
hat I thought Oakmont was as 
bad as anyone could ever imag- 
ine, but this is the same." 

Montgomerie, 33, is the 
world No 2 (behind Greg Nor- 
man). but he has not won a ma- 
jor championship, though he has 
gone close several times in 
America. Ernie Els beat him at 
Oakmont, and 12 months ago 
Steve EUrington rolled in a 20- 
foot birdie putt to win the US 
PGA at the Riviera Country 
Club in Los Angeles at the first 
hole of a sudden-death play-off. 


Montgomerie's form has been 
indifferent leading up to Kentuc- 


haifwaveut m the Open Cham- 
pionship at Royal Lytharn. “You 
can’t dwell on those things too 
long, if you did you'd be in an 
early grave. Tm not worried 
abatk Lytharn. I just had two par- 
ticularly bad days on the greens. 
I will be very happy to win one 
major. Any one, any time." 

Valhalla is designed by Jack 
Nicklaus and, notwithstanding 

Card of the coarse 
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the fact few players would wish 
to fall out with the Golden Bear, 
the course has generally come 
in for genuine praise. “It’s one 
of the best new courses I’ve ever 
played,” Monty said. “When I 
look at a new course I don't 
think about how many good 
holes there are, but bow many 
bad ones. There aren't any bad 
ones here at alL There are 18 
strong holes of golf." 

The design of the course, 
which favours left to right hit- 
ters, suits Montgomerie and 
Nick Faldo, though they are not 
accustomed to the blue grass 
rough. Despite the fact that he 
has never won this champi- 
onship, Faldo has again been in- 
stalled as the 12-1 favourite with 
the bookmakers in London. 
Norman and Els are 14-1, Fred 
Couples 16-1 and Montgomerie 
is at 20-1, along with the Open 


champion lorn t ^hman, Phil 
Mickelson and Corey Pavin. 
Incidentally, Couples, who with- 
drew from the Open last month, 

yesterday announced that he is 
buying die company that makes 
his golf dubs, lynx Inc. Couples 
and other investors, including 
Qim Eastwood, Jack Nidaofeon, 
Pete Sampras and Allen Paul- 
son, the owner of Cigar, Amer- 
ica's wonder horse, paid US$37 
million for Lynx, which makes 
the Black Cat brand of dubs. 

Faldo described \felhalla as a 
t hinki n g man’s course, and on 
that basis he deariy thinks about 
two-thirds of the field of 150 can 
be instantly dismissed. Because 
Whalla is a fresh creation, the 

Europeans, who often find con- 
ditions in America' in August 
quite alien, believe they have a 
better chance this time. “Every- 
one is starting from scratch,'’ 
Montgomerie said. “The fact 
that we're all in the same boat 
must give us an advantage." 

In fact, they are not all in the 
same longboat at VhlhaDa. As the 
course designer, Nicklaus, who 
has won the US PGA five times, 
has a unique insight. Imagine 
Michael Atherton being allowed 
the luxury of preparing the pilch 
at Headmgley. Whatever hap- 
pens this week, Niddans, who 
yesterday posed for photographs 
with Muhammad Ali at the 
ninth green, can hardly contain 
about the course. 

Fuzzy Zoefler, a native of 

these parts, is aim familiar with 

Valhalla, having played here an 
a half a dozen occasions. “It’s no 
guarantee that my ball wfll roll 
in the hole,” Zoefler said “The 
only advantage I have is that I && 
to steepmmy own bed tins week. 
That's a big phis.” As for the heat, 
which yesterday was around 100 
degrees, Zoeller thought it was 
no sweat “Uns is summertime 
and it’s hot everywhere, folks.” 
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Slough 

resign 

from 

league 

Hockey 

BILL COLW1LL 

Slough, once one of the couiw 
try’s great hockey sides ami Eu- 
ropean club champions m 1980 
in Barcelona, have taken the un-. 
precedentcd decision lo resign, 
from the National League. 

The club, which number}! 
among its life members the ; 

current president of the Hocfc; 
ey Association, Robin Elliot,, 
and the chairman of the HA 

competitions committee, Rodr. 

ney Rigby, and also provided. 
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Kentucky fried: Ian Woosnam wipes away the sweat chuii^* a practice rotmd at VaRiaBa yesterday Photograph: Allsport 


Golfing paradise without the frills 


TEE-OFF TIMES 


It has taken the little matter of 
the 78th USPGA Champion- 
ship to put a halt to Dwight 
Gahm s regular diet of four 
rounds a week at the Valhalla 
Golf Club. The last time 
Gahm, previously a long- 
standing member at another 
Louisville dub, was prevented 
from playing because of a 
tournament, he decided to 
build his own course... 

That was in 1980, by which 
time a 486-acre site he owned 
20 miles east of downtown 
had remained unused for IS 
years. Along with his three 
sons, Walt; Gordy and Phil, all 
members of the family busi- 
ness, Gahm set out to build a 
“golf oofy" paradise, with none 
of the swimming pools, tennis 


courts and housing develop- 
ments which are usually a fea- 
ture of American country 
clubs. ' 

At the same time/ Gahm 
went to visit Hall Thompson at 
the Shoal Creek course in 
Birmingham, Alabama, which 
staged the 1984 and 1990 US 
PGAs. Gahm said: “On the 
way. Hall Thompson’s driver 
said; 1 hear you are building 
a golf course.’ I said that was 
the case and then he said: 
‘Then you have to call it \fel- 
halla.’ We didn’t know what it 
meant, bat it sounded good. 
When we got back, we went 
down to the library and found 
out it was from Norse mythol- 
ogy, a paradise for the souls of 
Viking heroes. It was the 


Andy Farrell 

on how a family’s 
dream course 
became reality 

perfect name we were looking 
for.” 

. \felhalla, the club, is one of 
the most exclusive in the area, 
currently boasting 270 mem- 
bers. It is also one of the best, 
having been voted the finest 
course in Ken tacky shortly af- 
ter opening in 1986. No ex- 
pense was spared in building 
the course, and that meant hir- 
ing Jack Nicklaus as the de- 
signer. 

“We had a dream many 
years ago of having a little old 


course that we could go out 
and play ourselves,” Gahm 
said. “We just wanted to play 
goli on a world-class course, 
but we told Jack to go ahead 
and also make it a spectator 
course with mounding for 
fans.” Nicklaus has said of his 
instructions: “He just said: 
‘major championship’.” 
Gahm. now 77, was a scratch 
golfer by his teens, when he 
would caddie in the morning, 
then use his fee to pay for his 
own bagman in the afternoon. 
In 1955, he bought Kitchen 
Kompact, now one of Ameri- 
ca's leading manufacturers of 
kitchen cabinets. Having his 
own golf coarse was not 
enough, though. “After a cou- 
ple of years, we got a little bit 


eager,” Gahm said. “We 
thought of the PGA and start- 
ed working on that.” . 

Jim Awtrey, chief executive 
of the PGA of America, was in- 
vited not only to the dub, but 
to Louisville’s showcase event, 
the annual Kentucky Derby at 
Churchill Downs. Four years 
ago, Valhalla was named as the 
venue for this year’s USPGA 
and shortly afterwards the 
PGA of America took a 25 per 
cent share in the club, with an 
option to buy outright Awtrey 
suggests Valhalla may hold 
the USPGA on a rotation of 
. four or five years and Che Ry- 
der Cup may pay a visit. Gahm 
may find hims elf banned from 
playing the course more often 
m the future. 


US PQACHMriONSW (VnMa Ckb, 
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Caporale. 1229 QS3Q: B Inhr, L RSniw; 
S trwahsm. 1238 (1641): S Schneiter, 
8 Andrade, □ Qfftn. 1247 OttEOfi C 
Strange. P Btrte. G .Mown. . 1256 
OfiS&J craw (Japan}, DWantirf, D Beat 
tSA). '1305 (£737): G Waite 0®. M 
Brooks. B Lanj^r (Ger). 1314 (2726): J 
Statelet, -M Campbell (NZ), N Hanle. 
1323 (1735): A CeSca (Ger), J Haas. D 
Edwards, 1332 (OU):J Cook. THaron. 
S Strieker. 1341 (1753): N FakJo (GB3. 
SJoneMLtemn. 3269 08029: (.Nel- 
son. P Azmger. j Shiman. M08 (1811): 
S EBdngton (Ale), J NicWaus, W Grady 
M27 ( 1820}: J <SW?>. 0 

ftexvSMcCanon. 1426 (1829): N Price 
CZkn), B Tway, J Mahaffey. 1A35 (1838): 
R Mediate, M OMaara, W Wood. 1444 
08S6fc J Defy, H Sutton. H Groan. 1453 
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Senior CAus). 1502 0914): M McNulty 
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On, G Kraft, J Deforest. 1556 0959): B 
Watte, I -Wes,) Edwards. 1805 0008 ): 
B Jsraetson. J Nelson. B Boyd. 1614 
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THpfctt, M Bradtoy. 1650 (1247 J: TTry- 
ba, K Perry, M Cafcarepctea. 1659 
(1256): J Huston, LMtze, VShfli (Fift. 
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OfiM): R Ware, M Burte, K Schai. 


gold medal squad, notified thu 
association earlier this week pf. 
their decision. 

Kenny Partington, the club s« 
chair man, expressed his bitter 
disappointment at the needfut, 
the decision yesterday, saying; 
“It's like having your stomach; 
tom out 1 feel that 20 years of 
ray life has gone." 

Partington highlighted tbe # 
changing face of the game to?-, 
gether with the lack of facilities, 
the dub can provide as the roof' 
of the problem: have n^T 

been a fashionable side during'^ £ 
the past few years and without' 
an artificial pitch, at our owif 
ground we have been struggling 
to attract players. We just can-' 
not compete with other neigh- 
bouring National League sides, 
to attract players and without 
our own ground it has been im- , 
possible to have a youth policy.^ 

Partington said that when 
training got under way for the 
new season, Paul Loudon, the 
manager, had no more than sew 
en players available from la^| 
season's squad and, unable It). 
boost the ranks with recruits noj, 
able to find other club player^ 
w illing to play at National 
League level, had no option bur : 
to recommend withdrawing. It 
Is understood that the HA has 
reacted to the ne^s with horror. 

Slough, who won the last of 
their four national indoor titles g, 
in 1984 and are current Buck- - 
inghamsbire champions, plan to. 
continue with an indoor squailj 
and to honour their second and; 
third XI commitments with the’ 
Pizza Express London League, 

TODAY'S " :j 
NUMBER 

48 


The number of the top .5C^, , ; 
golfers in the world who are; 
playing in the USTPGA Cham-, 1 
piorishfp - hie . last majo^’ 
toummnent of year - at 

the fargefy unknown and' 
untested Valhalla coiiise in ' 
LouisviHe, Kentucfy.' 7 - • ■? 5 


Will th 
Monty’s 
fairwa 
heavi 


Vi 


n J 


(Colin to go all the way: 20/1.) 


VamaBa. Starts today. Uve coverage on Sky. 


IE/1 N. Faldo 
14/1 E. Els 
14/1 G. Norman 
16/1 F. Couples 
20/1 T. Lehman 
20/1 P. Mickelson 
20/1 C. Montgomerie 
20/1 C. Pavin 
25/1 J. Cook 
25/1 S.Hoch 
25/1 D. Love ill 
25/1 M. O'Meara 


33/1 M. Brooks 
33/1 D. Duval 
33/1 S. Elkington 
33/1 J. Leonard 
33/1 M.McCumber 
33/1 V. Singh 
33/1 S. Strieker 
40/1 B. Faxon 
40/1 J.Maggert 
40/1 N. Price 
4Q/1 I. Woosnam 
50/1 W. Austin 
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Non-starter - no boL Ladbrokes goV rates atfW- 


FORECAST THE FIRST TWO HOME 


*96 US Masters '98 US Op bh '96 Open 

Agate. ii RavisSad. 

N.FaWo{1zn) S. Jones (toon) T. Lehman (20ri) 
G. Norman (14/1) 0. Lore III (25/1) LBS(lVl) 

Dual Forecast odds Dual Forecast odds Dual Forecast odds 
95/1 1,150/1 155H 

Al Dual PonBemanniitai nncsd a: cvrantoOdt Pimnt«itMcta)«amdnd 
a a dOf-t*. an view ptWMV tar OuWtf* wttnw. doanad n Bed hr 2nd pta. 

Ttan prices rew km Ehnflsd skit* nil antepayvim prtMsd. 

Rir tte wry MKt prices, pep tattnta TWstet SKfS7 (CM). 
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Long makes 
untroubled 
progress 

Rowing 


All three British senior crews 
in repechage action yesterday 
went through to tomorrow’s 
semi-finals of the World 
Championships at Strathclyde 
Park, Motherwell. 

Chris Long, who stepped 
into the pktee vacated by the sin- 
gles sculls champion, Peter 
Haining, after the Scot opted to 
move up in weight and compete 
in Atlanta, finished second to 
Estonia’s Roman Lutoskm. 
Long led over the first 500 me- 
tres with victory in mind but, 
when the Estonian took up the 
challenge at the half-way stage, 
he opted to conserve his ener- 
gy and settle for second place. 

The sculler Susan Apple- 
boom took a step closer to 
what promises to be the most 
interesting final of the champ- 
ionships when she finished sec- 
ond to Hungary’s Monika 
Remsei. With four in the race 
and three to qualify, the com- 
petition ended when Iceland's 
Anna Steingrimsdottir dropped 
10 seconds off the lead by the 
half-way mark, and survival for 
the others became a formality. 

Easy promotion gives Apple- 
boom the chance to recover be- 
fore taking on Romania’s 
Constanta Borcica, the 1993 
gold medallist, and Saran Gar- 
ner, of the United States, in her 
bid for a medaL Garner reput- 
edly lost over two stones in 
weight over nine months to 
convert from heavy to light- 
weight sculling and m her heat 
beat the Romanian and Apple- 
boom by a 16-second margin 
from a breakaway start 

Also through to the semi-fi- 
nals is the dcw lightweight pair- 
ing of Jason Keys and James 
Brown, enjoying their first 
World Championships. 

Results, Sporting Digest, page ZJ 


Harris snubbed by Warrington 
and poised to be a Union man 


Rugby league has a nightmare. 
It keeps waking up in a sweat 
j in the earfy hours and seeing its 
| brightest and best trooping off 
to rugby union, in pursuit of the 
i newly pumped- up bubble of 
easy money. 

I If there is a face in that 
nightmare, it is the youthful one 
i of Iestyn Harris - and the 
prospect of losing his prodigious 
I talent to a code he has never 
played in earnest moved a step 
closer yesterday. 

Warrington announced that 
i Harris, already transfer-listed at 
a dizzying £135m, will not even 
be considered for the remain- 
ing games of the season. 

ft was an extraordinary step 
and one that sent the 20-year- 
old Harris hurrying tohisso- 
lkilor for advice on his own next 
move, but one that fairly sums 
up the deteriorating atmos- 
phere between dub and player. 

“I was completely taken 
aback when they told me about 
it,” he said of Warrington's de- 
cision. “All 1 want to do is to 
play rugby. As far as I'm con- 
cerned, Fm fit 1 want to play 


Dave Hadfiefd on the young player 
who could change codes for £1.35m 


and I'm available for selec- 
tion.” 

Warrington do not see it be- 
ing as sample as that When Har- 
ris pulled oat of Sunday’s game 
at the London Broncos citi n g a 
knee injury, the reaction of the 
Warrington coach, John Do- 
rahy. to questions concerning 
his actual state of health, was: 
“You’d better ask Jonathan 
Davies.” 

Warrington believe that 
someone has taken Harris to the 
top of the mountain and 
showed him the .s himm ering, 
golden cities below and suspect 
that the someone is their fbnner 
player, now back in league with 
the Welsh Rugby Union and the 
Cardiff chib. 

The trouble is that Warring- 
ton are dazzled as well; dazzled 
ty the prospect of getting a mfl- 
Uon quid for a player they are 
not even convinced is the right 
answer for them at stand-off. 

That is also one source of 


Harris’s dissatisfaction. Al- 
though he wifi admit that be has 
things to learn, he not unrea- 
sonably sees himself as a spe- 
cialist stand-off. 

He is Britain's current In- 
ternational Player of the Year 
on the strength of his perfor- 
mances for Wales in that role 
and, just on the basis of his nat- 
ural ability and glorious side- 
step, would be the Great Britain 
stand-off in just about anyone’s 
current selection. It is hard, 
therefore, to see why Warring- 
ton harbour such doubts. 

The criticism of Dorahy as 
Wigan coach three years ago 
was that be wanted to fix whai 
was not broken. This looks sus- 
piciously like the same impulse 
at work. 

Harris's other grouse is that 
he wants to play rugby onion in 
winter: not permanently or full- 
time, he insists, but only in the 
rugby league dose-season. 

On this point, it is more dif- 


ficult -at least in tbeoiy- to pick 
holes in Warrington's approach. 

Dorahy mid the club's foot- 
ball executive, Alex Murphy, are 
firm in their view that the last 
thing a young player with 15 
months continuous rugby be- 
hind him needs is a winter in 
union. 

They also believe -along with 
St Helens and some other chibs, 
but unlike Wigan, who are hap- 
py for Va’aiga Tuigaraala to 
guest at Wasps and Heniy Paul 
at Bath -that it is none of their 

function tr> he malrn^o a nua) code 

more attractive and saleable. 

Logic is on their side, but 
there might have to be some 
compromise — sndi as an 8gree- 
ment to let him go out on loan 
next year - if they want to re- 
build their bridges with Harris, 

Compromise, however, now 
seems the last tiling on their 
minds. Yesterday’s terse state- 
ment from the dub read: “After 
careful consideration, the club 
have decided that Iestyn Harris 
will not be included in the team 
for the remaining three match- 
es of the Super League season. 



Harris ProdigSous talent 

“This decision was arrived a! 
after taking into account the 
fact that Iestyn asked for tfc 
transfer, there are doubts overr 
his fitness and we need to build 
a team to go forward without, 
him. '* 

There is a depressing note of- 
finality in there that the Welshl 
coach, Clive Griffiths, his Greafl 
Britain counterpart, -Phil? 
Larder, and a Super League ad- 1 
ministration watc hin g the pre'j 
dattons of newly wealthy rugjfyj 
union clubs with increasing 
alarm, will all hope is illusory- < 

r“, ► 


Scotland will be promoted for 1997 World Cup 


Scotland are in line to be in- 
cluded in the next World Cup 
after their 26-6 victory over 
Ireland at Particle Thistle on 
Tuesday, writes Dave Hadfidd. 

The performance of the na- 
tive and adopted Scots after just 
one training session together 
was good enough for the game's 
chief executive, Maurice Lind- 
say, virtually to promote them 
on the spot Scotland, like Ire- 
land, were included in the 
Emerging Nations’ World Cup 
last year, he said. “We have seen 
enough improvement to say 


that they should be in the WdiW as a poor relation to the rugby 
Cup proper next year.” union Five Nations, with smalT 

Lindsay visualises next an- er crowds, but I don’t care,” Lind- 
tumn’s tournament involving 16 say said. “The point is that we are 
teams, with Scotland, Ireland trying to spread the game, and 
and the victorious Cook Islands if Scotland played France here, 
all elevated from the subsidiary I would back Scotland" 
competition. Scotland’s group Undeterred by a crowd at 
matches should be heid in Scot- Fnirilf of little more than a thou- 
land, with Ireland playing in sand, the code will press ahead 


by-minded city of Edinburgh, 
but Fanick have proved such en- 
thusiastic hosts that F iriiill fe 
likely to remain the code's 


by the end of thfe month, the tour 
wrill be amended to include lists! 
against Australia. • 

The Wasps rugby union dub; 
are confident of signing ’Vh’aiga* 


land, with Ireland playing in 
Dublin, Lindsay said. 

Other plans for Scotland and 
Ireland include incorporating 
them in an annual Five Nations 
tournament with England. %les 
and Ranee. “It w£Q be^ written up 


Bn ? m .Si? 1 and fon tter All Black wing. In! 

!S*ks 3 si 


with a proposal to take at least 
one Super League game to 
Patrick next season. The lea- 
gue’s Scottish development of- 
ficer, Graeme Thompson, belie- 
ves there would be advantages 


tween Lindsay and his New 
Zealand counterpart, Graham 
Carden. Plan A will be for two 
matches each in Papua New 
Guinea and Fiji, and six in New 
Zealand. If there is a rating in the 
Super League appeal m Australia 


London Broncos (leagueTBed-j 
ford (rugby) timeshare, ihiga-j 
mala would spend his winter! 
season at Wisps. -j 

K^tieyCougarahaveagnett 
the £50,000 transfer-listed Old-* 
J 13 ™ prop Ian Shenatt* 29, ocC 
loan to the end of the season-,* 
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; Edwards 

takes title 


tfftrtlcs 


Jonathan Edwards failed to 
. mreaten his own triple ramp 
vrold record despite clinching 
• Victory with his sixth and find 
• 811 Internationa] meet- 

ing in the Italian Alpine resort 
ctf Sestriere yesterday. 

assistance of al- 
titude, Britain’s Olympic silver 
medallist closed with a jump nf 
Jv.67 metres, well outside his 
world best of 18.29m. “It was 
disappointing not to do better 
bm I was tired after the 
Olympics... I think we were all 
feeling a bit flat," he 
. There was disappointment 
for the deposed Olympic cham- 
pion Linford Christie, who in his 
first 1 00m race since being dis- 
qualified in Atlairta, finished 
second behind the : Atlanta 
sprint relay gold medallist 
Bnmy Sunn of Canada. Charg- 
ing mto a headwind, Sunn 
docked 10.17sec, while Oufctie, 
4 was disqualified in the 

” ^Olympic final after two false 
starts, finished in 10.29sec. The 
Nigerian brothers Osmond and 
. Davidson Ezinwa were third 
and fourth respectively. 
.'Many of the sprinters and 
jumpers travelled to the high- 
tfltitude ski resort in north- 
west Italy - the only place to 
regularly hold international 
athletics meetings more than 
2,000m above sea level-direct 
from Atlanta in the hope of set- 
ting world records in the thin at- 
mosphere. In the event, none of 
them managed to shake off 
tlieir jet lag, and all times and 
distances were well off the 


world marks despite organisers 
Offering a Ferrari to any record- 
breakers. 

TJvo years ago Sergei Bubka 
broke his pole vault world 
record here, and in 1995 Cuba’s 
Ivan Pedroso broke the long 
jump mark, though it was later 
annulled amid claims the wind 
machine had malfunctioned. 

_ Most of the American Qlym- 

TIC nwbnretc — - a - j— 


meeting, preferring to attend a 
reception with President Clin- 
ton m Washington. 

Rosie Edeh scored for Cana- 
da in the women , s400m hurdles 
in 54.97sec, with Ireland’s Su- 
san Smith second in 5530. The 
Jamaican sprinter Merlene 
' Ottey, a double silver medallist 
in Atlanta, limped out of the 
women's 100m after straining 
her thigh in the warm-up. 

The former world 110m hur- 
dles champion Colin Jackson 
failed to gain revenge on the At- 
lanta gold medalEst Allen John- 
son, who won in 13. 25 sec. 
Jackson, who was fourth in the 
Olympic final, finished third 
yesienJay in 13.49. The Euro- 
pean athletics circuit continues 
m earnest on Saturday with a 
Grand Prix meeting in Monte 
Carlo followed by the Zurich 
meeting on August 14. 

■ The Olympic double silver 
medallist Roger Black will run 
a 300m race against his 4x400m 
relay team-mates, Iwan Thomas, 
Jamie Baukh and Mark Rich- 
ardson, in the Performance 
Games at Crystal Palace on 
Sunday. His feikw Atlanta med- 
allists Jonathan Edwards, Steve 
Baddey and Steve Smith will also 
be competing. 


Llansantffraid march boldly into Europe 


Qnly the most comprehensive 
road atlas acknowledges its ex- 
istence, but the Welsh border 
village of Uansantffraid-ym- 
Mechain (population 950) wilf 
be put on the European foot-, 
ball map tonight when the team 
bearing its name tackle the 
Poles of Riicii Chorzow in the 
Cup-Winners’ Cup at Wrex- 
ham. 

Reports of the death of ro- 
mance in sport have, it seems, 
been exaggerated Situated just 
inside Wales, nestling between 
the Qeshpots (comparatively 
Speaking) of Welshpool ana 
Oswestry. Llansantffraid earned 
fee right to a possible tilt at Liv- 
erpool or Barcelona, or PSV 
Eindhoven or Benfica, by beat- 
ing Barry Ibwn in a penalty 


shoot-out after the Welsh Cap 
final at Cardiff in May. 

Bany were the runway win- 
ners of the League of Wales, 
in vtfiicb Uansantffraid trailed 
in eighth, and haver since be- : 
come the first side from that 
competition to win a European 
tie. 

While the 14-times Polish 


Phil Shaw on the Welsh village side who 
take on Poland's cup holders tonight 


Dinaburg, the Montgomery- 
shire dub's chairman, Edgar 
Jones, admits he has allowed 
himself to imagine “the Saints” 
playing at Anfield. 

After all, the Cup-Winners’ 
Cup has indulged the Princi- 
pality’s non-League dreamers 
before. Bangor City, then of the 
Cheshire League, took mighty 


EVENING RACING RESULTS 


■ I 


KEMPTON 

■ ftBO: 1- 5IATE APPROVAL AC Canal 12- 
ii 2. nmcmmuin 7-1; a. Suparafcfc 4- 
1 1 Ak 10 rm. 4-1 jl laa Atoobn. 3, AM. 
A Janft). TMK.£17.40; £2JS0. £210, £210. 
Dual Forecast: £S5JSa Computer SwW« 
Forecast £84.72. Tttease £364. 5& Trtm 
£287.40 dan won, pool of £40-49 earned 
fbrwanl to lonwnwri. 

■ BJttk 3. BMBEEQ (R HM 11-4 fla^ 2. At 
Altar 7-%3.S«fdtanr Hap* 10-1. 12 tan. 

2 Vi. (H Thomson Jones). TWa: £3-50; 
£1.70, £270, £4-00. DF; £8.10. CSF: 
£15J0. TO* £8270. Moon Bfafetp-U was 
'tathdrewn not unitor ori«* Ru» 4 apples 
m Doam prices only; deoxtan 25p mthe 

’j^glstRl.OIMHBaOIlDHIlPstfilday}'®" 
1 w 2 . Dootattaa 4-1; 3. Laar Jat 4-1- 9 
&&. & (G Hareooffl.tWrea.7U : £M0. 
£U50, £1.70. OF: £6.70. CSF: £14.64. Trio: 
£A£». 

~ NOTTINGHAM 
' fcQ6c J- SUHBWIE WOOD 1 C Seal- 
r» , . g> m aa lee 14-3: 3. Wat* 
am flaky 3-1. B tan. 84 tev tertss 

taw. m, iVk p UQDi* fl' 

£l 30, £320. £3-50. OU9f FBracasc 
Computar Stratfit forecast £5244. Tno: 
£58.70. Tha wmner bou^rt in for 8.000 
ajnaav 

6^5; 1. SOUPERFICI4I. (W J OtannoO 
5-1 CO tw; 2* Switrttt 7 ~ 1 £ 3 - 
on 6*1 12 FHL 5-1 co fws Fbcara 41 
*■ Lane. 1, 1. U ®c*co. Tot* 


EZJ30, £160, £iea Dual Rarecast £1380. 
CSR £3521. Tncssc £16243. Tna £342U 
Non Rumen Suiertnfis. 

7.0& 1. SUIIE FACTORS (S D WttamsJ 
4-7 tK 2 FlwMVFBty 7-U 3. Hevof Gotf 
Stonaar B-L 5 m slit-tid. lVt tJ Gfarert. 
IMte £120: £3-10, £1.60. Dual Forecast 
£250. Computer Straight Forecast £4.43. 
Mss Fugft Penance (8-U «« wRMrawn n« 
under orOere; R»Je 4 applies to afl bets Oe- 
duenon 3 Op indie pound. 

■ "Ybricshire trainer Mick East- 
erly blasted the critics of the 
Sussex course afterwinning the 


1 1 > 


! I 


UUCUUK " 

wth ^»rky at 10-1 at Brighton 
yesterday. After the gelding 
and John Egan had beaten the 
10-11 favourite Breffhi, East- 
erly said: “I don't know what 
Peter Cundell, the Trainers’ 
Federation president, is on 
about s/ating this course. “He 
must be off his head -it is bril- 
liant - the atmosphere is won- 
derful and it is a lot better than 
Sedgefield. I am not saying 
that just because I have won. I 
had £100 on the favourite but 
this place suits me." 


tttf hvdkpenpewt 


Win Paint 
Your Wagon 
Tickets 

Win the chance to seePa^ 

Your Wagon at the Open 
Air Theatre m 
Park on August 
courtesy of Entenmann s, 
the taste of / /Vn ! erl T^ -T , * 

baking at it's best. The Entenmann 's voucher 

thigh-slapping Ub S ^deemable ag® 11181 a 

mining adventure delicious cake. To enter, 

been vividly b«*, u S ht JS SmplY dial the number 
Ufo by die cast. We ve got answer the two 

50 p^rs.of tickets togiv on frne and leave 

away. Plus there are 50 ^ de tai is. So call- 

i0KDBm 

readers will receive a 



NapoH to a' 

and’ Merthyr 7 did the 
Southern League-prqpd when 
they went down by the odd goal 
over two legs to another Italian 
team, AtaJanta. 

When reality reasserts itself, 
Jones concedes that it will take 
a major upset for them to ad- 
vance from the quahtying round 
to the tournament proper. The 
self-employed coach propri- 
etor watched as nearby New- 
town were overrun at the 
preliminary stage by another 
Latvian outfit, Skonto Riga. 
He expects Chorzow to be at 
least as formidable, despite a 


Zelezny tries 
his arm 
at pitching 

Baseball 

The Olympic gold medal javelin 
thrower Jan Zelezny was aim- 
ing for a lucrative new career 
yesterday with a trial as a pitch- 
er for the Atlanta Braves. 

Hoping Zelezny can throw a 
baseball as well as a spear, the 
Braves will apess the Ciech ath- 
lete’s pitching abilities from 
the bullpen mound at Allanta- 
Fulton County Stadium. 

“You never know wherejrau 
can find another good arm,” the 
Braves general manager, John 
Schuerholz, said. 

The Braves believe the dy- 
namics of the javelin throw and 

baseball pitching are similar. 

U A javelin thrower pulls his 
arm back three-fourths of the 
way, just Kke a pitcher;” Paul 
Snyder, the scouting director, 
said. “They also have to learn 
to drive off their back leg. It's 
a natural” 

The trial was fixed long before 

the Olympic Games in Atlanta. 
Zelezny, who won his second 
gold medal in successive Games 
last week, said then that the try- 
out would be more than a pub- 
licity stunt. In addition to his 
Olympic training,' he has prac- 
tised throwing a baseball 


one-season sojourn in Poland's 
Second Division. 

The. customary practice is to 
fly out to “scout” the opposition. 
Llansantfiraid’s manager, Gra- 
ham Breeze, was unable to do 
so. Not only was the cost pro- 
hibitive for a dub whose aver- 
age home gate is less than 200, 
but he has his work cut out run- 
ning the squad and editing the 
North Wales Newspaper. 

Breeze had to end his previ- 
ous tenure as manager because 
of the pressures of the day job. 
“He came bade half-way through 
last season when we weren't do- 
ing too well" Jones recalled. 


“Everything just took off from 
there and we’ll be running eight 
teams at the dub this season.” 

Of the £50-a-match part- 
timers wearing the green at the 
Racecourse Ground, only 
Michael Brown lives in the vil- 
lage. The Evans brothers, Ian 
and Gary, are from Llanmy- 
nech, two miles away. Among 
their colleagues are an elec- 
tricity worker, two builders and 
an insurance salesman. Also in 
contention are four students, 
Anglos all and including twins 
John and Chris Whelan, who 
sacrificed coaching trips to the 
United States to prepare for 
tonight's first leg. 

The striker Jones describes as 
“our star", Tbmmy Morgan, 
works in a building society at 


SPORTING DIGEST 


American football 

Keyshawn Johnson has signed a 
ttirea-year-comract, worth $15m 
(£10m), wan the New Vbrk Jens. 

Athletics 

UUHtfUnONAL MOTWO (S««trt6i») Mare 
lDOnc 1 B Sunn (Can) lftl/aecK 2 L Chnsw 
028) 1029; 3 0 Edna (NttMa) 1020. IXOm 
IniSaKlA Jofcnux) (US) lS^Stac: 2 R Nng- 
agm (US) 33*3; 3 C JreWon (68) 1S49. 4Wta 
1 D Kamofia (Uganda) 4&7Duc a A Nun (W 
4527; 8 AMnar TO 4829. 400m kurdare 1 
S Matau (2*m) 4ftD3sac; 2 K Hamden (Zhn) 
5024; 3 P Befrio (» 5034. Trfttfa Jurare 1 J 
Eftwnfe (G8) 17.67m: 2 B WeUnan tBwnuda) 
1753; 3 M Confer (US) IBA&Lom Jaw 1J 
Qaanr (U8 &Mm 2 e MMdar nwaaet 3 c 
TMBnaHwaCSonwpB 324. Owt lRBame* 
IUS) Zi5B(re 2 iSArm (US) 2158: 3 P Dal 
Sofio Oa 3959. Pnta «adh i S Humean (US) 
5.70ire Mlnmi (U85 ssoa p Bod*^- 
o*«W 540.3jOO(talL)qplcMd (Kef) 8it*ta 
0826sec«; 2 D KOM 0fetTT£aB2&: 8 s 
Chamoqwo (Kan) WonwclOftre IN 

VoroncMB (RuD UgdSaac: 2 J Cudibart (fern) 
1155: 8 Q CMtaa OfeM 1124. 100» fetnSere 
1 Y Brajdsn ffW 132&KS a CTire) (W 132ft 


3TtowwilUS)135IU 


E1S 


Uam) 


51245*0? 2 V Da AngM « 5t7fc 3 P Spui 
nu 5220. 400m fex fflare 1 R 6Mi (Cm) 
54S7troc2S Swll ffteprttt 553ft SAWoK 
(Hurt 56: 7ft longfeinc ILNnMB Van 654m: 
2 CGertMd: (Get) &7ft 3 FMay (S) 8.74. 8M 
II KuznanadD (Rub: 1852m: a M DOBOfen (h) 
1BJ5; 3 v Fei^wnB AJ») tail. 


3 TomniD 2 Tcoa 
4 Draw 2 New York Vnfcm 9 0*=w> WMta 
Soi2Kan88aCnyB0Masl2'BaBfeiml3IW- 
wauhee 3: UniaeoM4 CaMbmia 1; Cfewtand 4 
Semite 3. 

NAH0IUL LEM11E Ottrep Cuba 3 Now Ybrt 
Mas ft Onoinan 3 Sen foreran 2 Ire Ai» 
fee 3 Rrahrtfi U Attma ID MMtta 4; 
PfeB) 1 St Leua 0; Monaoai 7 Hounon 5c Col- 
oeado 11 FtortdaO. 


Bi— 

36.64WC 2 feBKEGore«. Cert dear 3823; 
3 Bfer (G Domrid, M Cfev 4tU2 GB: 8 Etton 
WVKWfera)4feUI».3724j 
ilNtefflrftnaan 
sw^aano^l 


RaiqdBMtead 

a Qurt sar (N Steftsn, EB) 6294- 3 Du 
Qjrfofeon (F Connote. Rw of H S3.43. 


Rarea u mnafeai) 8 tautt 69 jsl 


Dundee Unted have sfgied the defender 
Nell Duffy- from their neighbours, 
Dundee, tor £200,000. 
the fonrer Chrises, 

Blsckbum and Scotland 


Speedle, 36, has joined the IC1S 
League Premier Druision dub Hendon. 
TOHsret Kavta Magre (M«vi Srartowwgh 
aa Dundee. 

njesaws lah results; ifera cup 
lag eeaad. that k«t Vara# Budepnt 3Bany^ Tom 
n Hrera 0 Cefec ft Zfegita vnare 1 Menfean 
4. Other Hare Cmaba Zmeb 3 Span* Moaeov 
1; led* Wwmw 3 )SH«WaunMfe 0; Rapid Bu- 
dniaailalnmoOvSnbftkeHBO^poelMcasa 
liPantanBaimdeONaiHireBuciferenftCy 
nemo Tbau 2Makfe 1; t«n0vO Mra Murata 
Sotree ft lUnsiadi D VtetorSWBeO: ftmamo 
Moscow 1 Jac PM 1; HMM Sptt 1 Trepado 
Moscow ft HeWmoia 1 Dman»Q3 Mfesk ij 
Aarau 4 teresna ft Dynamo Mtnak 2 Besdou 1: 
HJK HataMd 2 Cnemammis Odessa 2 Arextho- 
M foneeiaa 1 NeictdM xama^ft S«na Oto- 
aouB lTfetn* Hratow ft St* a Soda 1 Tkol 
lmetMJBfc 1: Stotan Bmuu fe M 2 Detempfe 1: 
Storeo Kai 0 IMM 3: Bator Jerusalem 1 
Bo dacarmft Ca^Qraz^VUrwift|» Wo* Sad 

2 (Wert, Dal Uddes&raugi 1 (ftanm): 
WOMB 2 (BM. Ora) HMnbure 3 (Sofia BreK- 
ereMar. Ffech eft Brtren (fey 1 anna Remo ft 
BiecMi 1 St Johnstone u Bramsewe l rtaotora 
Z 0«na 3 Cartfla ft MerCeda-iei Cre* 1 ChW 
CSy is Kkrannon l Qyaal Pataca a 2 leak 0 
dew a MM 0 iMpod ft Ne*maM « CM* 
ham » 1; Nrettampon 0 IpMadi ft PM Vhto 0 
Wfeuadon l laeandbnacf Mn*« Pibboh 2 mm 
B ramddi 2 R u i l ieif ia iii 0 Baton u aoreton 3 
Airenal M 1; Seunmorpa 0 Demofey 2; Wfeil 
Bhnmgnam 1; WtatiM 1 Odad U« ft Wgan 2 
CDKsmy 2 (Medium 3 Esenon 4; w^comoa 1 
Southampton 0. 

teH 

PM8 UADOaOMD I eadfeg poaldoore 1 1 
Daises (Eng) 377; 2 A Sorenstam CSwa) 373; 3 
L Neumann (Sm« 321; 4 0 Pepper (US) 221; S 
M IMon (US) 234; 8 UK Waob (Jtus) 212 

Motor racing 

Finland's Affita Sato, who Is 12th in the 
wxU (rivers' championship, will have 
a third season with the rotmula One 
team TyneO next year. 

Pools dividends 

UTTLEWOODS: Treble chancre 24pta 
£1/368528, 23 f?.fl0225, 22 £163.70, 21 
£24 JD. 20 £5J5. Four dram: nam Tan 
homes £53J5. Sx aanva £14755. 
ZETfUt&Tratoi ch a ncre 24p(a £36,67035, 
23 £28U5& 22 U&S5, 21 £200 (snfees » 
one rdreto or a pamji. FourCtom (notttngbm*o 
£ia B 0 * homes Music trend) £»■ EtaMtev* 
ISOTOTiKiv nurebare 21 37 4 35 20 38. 
VEJWOK8C Treble chuore 24ptK none: 28 
£033345 . 22 £104 J5. 21CUL7Q. 20 £245. 
12 boowa £2220. 10 aways £497,000. 
BnmMft DaMe chreieac2Ms£2JMieOL S3 
£113-40, 22 £6.70, 21 gfcS. for dmm 
£12.75. Tha haawa (2U0. 004 rmwj* 
£1585. 
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May gives up 
day job for 
night-clubs 


Cricket 


Tim May, the Australian Test 
off-spinner has retired. May, 
who has a share in several 
night-clubs in the South Aus- 
tralian stale capital of Adelaide, 
is quitting all forms of cricket 
for unstated personal reasons. 

May, 34, took 75 wickets in 
24 Tbsts, with personal bests of 
5 for 9 and 42 not out against 
the West Indies in the Adelaide 
list in 1993 when Australia lost 
by one run. On last year’s tour 
of the West Indies, May was 
12th man for all four Tests os 
Australia regained the Frank 
Worrell Ttopby, 2-1. 

May’s last Tfest was against 
England in Sydney 18 months 
ago- May and the leg-spinner 
Shane Warae took 55 wickets 
between them in Australia's 4-1 
Ashes vicloiy in England in 
1993. Other highlights includ- 
ed involvement in Australia's 
World Cup triumph in India in 
1987 and South Australia's 
Sheffield Shield tide last season. 

Hampshire’s leading wicket- 
taker this season, Cardigan 
Connor, faces a fitness test on 
a knee injury before the Coun- 
Championship game against 
ioucestershire, which starts 
today. The fast bowler suffered 
the problem a fortnight ago and 
missed the defeat against Som- 
erset last week. 

The former Yorkshire bowler 
Smart MQbum wifi also miss the 


game at Southampton after 
suffering an appendicitis, while 
the West In dian pace man Win- 
ston Benjamin is still ruled out 
with a shoulder injury. The 
batsman and part-time off-spin- 
ner Paul Whitaker could be re- 
called to give his Hampshire 
captain, John Stephenson, ex- 
tra bowling options. 

Glamorgan's former Eng- 
land pace bowler Steve Whtkm 
has been given only a “50-50" 
chance of recovering from a 
swollen knee in lime to face the. 
leaders Leicestershire at Swan- 
sea. The Welsh county have 
added Owen Parkin and Dar- 
ren Thomas to their squad. 

The England Under- 19 bats- 
man David Sales returns for 
Northamptonshire against Kent 
at Northampton. Sales, 18, who 
made history by hitting a double 
century on his first-class debut 
against Worcestershire a fort- 
night ago, was on international 
duty during last week's game at 
Leicester but comes back into 
the county’s middle order. 

The opener Richard Mont- 
gomerie is in contention again 
after a groin strain, and Nor- 
thantswul choose from a squad 
of 13. Their skipper, Rob Bai- 
ley, is still ruled out with a dam- 
aged wrist, while Russell War- 
ren is nursing a broken thumb. 

Kent, who suffered their first 
Championship defeat of the 
season against Worcestershire 
earlier this week, will not be 
making any serious changes. 


Linford Christie is safety away from the blocks on the way to second place in the UDOm yesterday Photograph: AP 


Rusedski spoils 
promising start 


Tennis 


Aberystwyth. A sharp-witted 
Welsh-speaker, he stole the 
show when S4C, Whies' Chan- 
nel 4, screened a hajfrfaoor doc- 
umentaiy on Llansantffraid on 
TUesday. Andrew Muffiner, who 
saved the vital spot-kick against 
Barry, is alone in having tad ex- 
perience of a League dub - as 
a YTS boy at Port \Ule. 

The one regret is that 
Llansantffraid could not stage 
the game at their own Recre- 
ation Park, even though its ca- 
pacity of 1,000 would have 
housed the entire community. 
“We took over a thousand fans 
to the National Stadium for the 
final,” Jones the bm said, “so 
we ought to get more going the 
20-odd miles to Wrexham. It 
should be a great night" 
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Greg Rusedski, of Britain, 
bowed out of the ATP Tbur 
Championship In Mason, Ohio, 
despite winning the opening set 
of 1m second-round match with 
the worid No 9, Jim Courier. 

Rusedski looked on course 
for victory when he won a tie- 
break in Tuesday’s first set but 
his tag serve then became erratic 
and fee American fought back 
to win b-7, 6-3, 6-4. 

Rusedski’s defear means that 
Tim Henman is left to cany 
Britain's hopes in the eventand 
the Wimbledon quarter-finalist 
is now due to meet the Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

Pete’ Sampras, the world 
No 1, joined Courier in the third 
round after a 6-3, 64 win over 
Jakob Hlasck of Switzerland. It 
was the American’s first match 
since he lost to Richard Kra- 
efc, the eventual champion, in 
fee quarter-finals at Wimble- 
don. 

Monica Seles, fee lop seed, 
also put her Wimbledon disap- 
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pointment behind her when 
she avenged her defeat by Kata- 
rina Studenikova at the All 
England dub ty thrashing fee 
Slwakian 6-2, 6-0 in fee second 
round of fee Canadian Open in 
Montreal. 

Seles, who is still troubled by 
a shoulder injury said she would 
decide about having an opera- 
tion after the US Open. Jennifer 
Capriati, fee former prodigy 
who is attempting another 
comeback, rediscovered her 
old form as she won a baseline 
duel wife tire 1 lth-seeded Ro- 
manian, Irina Spirlea 6-4, 6-2. 

■ Boris Becker, who has not 
played competitively since be- 
ing forced to withdraw from 
Wimbledon with a wrist injury, 
has pulled out of next week’s 
New Haven tournament in 
Connecticut. The German faces 
a battle to be fit for fee US 
Open starting on 26 August. 

■ Jeremy Bates, who an- 
nounced bis retirement at this 
year's Wimbledon, is to take up 
a coaching position wife fee 
Lawn Tennis Association next 
week. 
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S COWES WEEK 

Pfc\' Thrills and spills on the Solent F ags 2Q 


SECOND TEST: Despite a lack of practice, Mike Atherton's team are ready to come out swinging at Headingley this morning 

England look lx "^■1 


to batting 
specialists 


DEREK PRINGLE 

Cricket Correspondent 

David Lloyd is a refreshingly in- 
novative coach, but even he 
could not rescue England’s 
practice session yesterday as the 
unlikely arabinatkm of rain and 
catering thwarted proceedings 
both outdoors and in. 

With play in the second Tfest 
due to start this morning, any 
serious last-minute practice 
against bowling machines un- 


leashing swin gin g yorkers had 
to be abandoned in favour of 
digging out wobbling chocolate 
mousses destined for today's 
corporate boxes. 

As ever, Lloyd was quick to 
play down the fiasco of York- 
shire’s indoor cricket school 
being given over to providing 
the food for corporate hospi- 
tality. “It's a world apart to go 
indoors at this time of the sea- 
son," he -said at yesterdays 
press conference. “It’s a com- 
pletely different game indoors 


Lever plays down rift 


Peter Lever yesterday denied 
suggestions of a rift within the 
England cricket camp after his 
resignation as bowling coach. 

Lever, hand-picked by Ray 
Illingworth, the chairman of se- 
lectors, in May last year to help 
improve technique in the Test 
squad, quit his post on Tuesday 
amid allegations he was in con- 
flict with methods of motivation 
of the coach, David Lloyd. 

Lloyd has brought patriotic 
music and slogans into the dres- 
sing room since being appoint- 
ed at the start of the summer. 
This is believed to be at odds 
with Lever's traditional appro- 
ach. "I have no axe to grind at 
all with David Lloyd. We have 
known each other for a long 
time and that is not the reason 
forme leaving. I have a business 
partnership with my son and I 


have been spending a lot of time 
away. Though I enjoy the crick- 
et, I must go back to the busi- 
ness and concentrate on that 

“I was in the dressing-room 
during the last Test and they 
played the 'Winston Churchill 
Tapes’. I realised I was the only 
one who heard them live dur- 
ing the war, so I thought it was 
time to move on." 

Lever, who win leave after the 
end of the final Test against Pak- 
istan at the Oval on 26 August, 
insisted the difference in ap- 
proach between the two former 
Lancashire team-mates had not 
affected the England team. 
“Every person has different 
methods but it does not mean 
we disagree with everything. It's 
important the basics are the 
same and I think it is with 
David Lloyd and myself." 
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ACROSS 

I Australian cobblers, you 

might think, are people af- 
fecting lower-class tastes 
(8-5) ... 

10 Head accepting private inves- 
tigator’s judgement (7) _ 

II Small quantity of liquid in 
seamstress's ornament? (7) 

12 Object of admiration, terribly 
okf one (4) 

13 First appearance made by 
union leader in insolvency 
case? (5) 

14 Injury sustained by royal per- 
sonage inhaling rare gas (4} 

17 You’d find one in iron, of 
course (7) 

15 Time enough to exercise and 
get hard (7j 


I THE FRANKLIN SCRAMBLE 


19 Appropriate introduction by 
American poet (7) 

22 Transmit press article with 
central section erased (7) 

24 Welsh runner offering biscuit 


25 % in which writer appears 
to have finished (51 

26 A work matter? Rmg first (4) 


29 Debauched character eating 
boy’s meat roll (7) 

30 My rather attractive picture 
moulding! (7) 

31 Ruozed elements subdued? 

(7-S? 

DOWN 

2 Offensive treatment accord- 
ed to Moonies (7) 

3 Issue magazine's raised (4) 


vordfu 
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4 Parisian aunt not quite grasp- 
ing officer's function (7) 

5 Flat due to be re-allocated - 

failure to keep up payments 
(7) . . 

6 Number right m the comer 

7 Lilow ground, under a 
mountain peak, resistance 
must be hidden (7) 

8 Bulk volume transport? (6, 

9 Outbreak seen in several 
spots in Bavaria? (6, 7) 

15 Book on American taxonom- 
ic group (5) 

16 Tbur conductor has good 
Scots and En g lis h (5j 

20 Grassland by river (7) 

21 Exhaust from Rjugeot origi- 
nally concealed in scrub (7) 

22 Vehicle in which one CBl 
man's transported (7] 

23 Paper is involved in exercise 
to inform (7) 

27 Need to get from one part of 
Oz to another (4| 

28 Robb’s mate failing to start 
or finish song (4) 


Win a Fr anklin Pocket Thesaurus worth £25 

CALL 0891 311017 

To emer, phone 0S9J 311 017 before midnight with (be ana nas to t he fiat t ^*» ^° o n 8 n 3Cr °^ 

vouf austere, tout name, address and daytime telephone. Winners will be selected man afl cone a eatn es receivea 

No cadi nlicniative. Normal NewmmM^PiMshingnxles8pp5-E^cesdemicmB&^.VVn^s^^«Mibe ob- 

urinal by sending an SAE la FranSm Independent Crossword, 7 Windmill Busness yUla^, BrookJanas Oase, 
Sunbury TW16TOY. Calk cost 39p per minute cheap rale, 4 Op per minute all other tin®. 


OPuMtsbcJ hi Newspaper Pu Wishing PLC. 1 Square. Canary Wharf. London E14 SDL, and printed al Minor Colour Prim, St 

Alkuu RnmL Waifnrd Back issues available bom Historic Newspapers, 0800 908600. 

TteuUj 1 Aupni IWi Kqt«?a! aa i a r»,| q pg »ttti the P-tW Offitc 


.<r 










■ IjR-TT-. 

mm 


that would only perhaps bene- 
fit the battens." 

That may be true, but one can 
only imagine the eruptions had 
England been greeted with the 
same options on a tour of Pak- 
istan. V/asim Akram, although 
dearly frustrated, admitted to 
being amazed to find the school 
full of catering. H StiU,” he added 
magnanimously, "it is the same 
for both sides." A parity Eng- 
land's masterplan of playing 
on a grassy pitch will be hoping 
to change. 

Four years ago, Engla nd beat 

Pakistan at Headingley on a 
slow seaming pitch. Since then, 
the Test match surface has been 
relaid and England have yet to 
rediscover their w inning ways, 
despite Atherton's assertion 
that this part of Yorkshire it is 
crin England friendly. 

According to the grounds- 
man, Andy Fogarty, today's 
strip was apparently destined to 


its retreat under covers for the 
last two days has inevitably 
greened it up and slowed it 
down. 

This probably means that 
England are almost certain to 
dispense with Ian Salisbury and 
Ronnie Irani and play four 
seamers- including Andy Cad- 
dick -rad sk specialist batsmen. 
It is a combination that has 
proved succesful for England in 
the past, although it most fa- 
mously backfired against Aus- 
tralia in 1989, when England’s 
lack of bowling variety saw 
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Rain men: Mike Atherton (right) and Wasim Akram brave the weather to examine the wicket at Headingley yesterday 


Australia run up a total in ex- 
cess of 600. 

If six batsmen play, Nick 
Knight will take up a new posi- 
tion at No 6, his ten-handedness 
being seen as a foil to Waqar 
Younis, should the ball start to 
reverse swing in the middle of 
the innings- a phenomenon so 
devastating that England have 
been busy studying videotapes, 
and without revealing what they 
are, Atherton claims most of the 
batsmen have made small ad- 
justments to their game. 

Even so, England go into the 
match with five of their top six 
-Atherton, Alec Stewart, Gra- 


ham Thorpe, John Crawley and 
Knight - not having played 
anything but one-day cricket 
since the end of the Lord’s Test 
10 days ago. Rest is a priority 
hig h on Lloyd’s agenda, and 
rightly so, but the absence of any 
significant practice here be- 
cause of the weather cannot 
have helped players to prepare 
for this match. 

Pakistan have been similar- 
ly frustrated, but while England 
welcome back Nasser Hussain 
and Chris Lewis from injury, the 
visitors lose their vice-captain, 
Aamir Sohafl, not yet recovered 
from the injury he received at 


Lord's. His place will probably 
be taken by Asif Mujtaba, a grit- 
ty left-hander who can bat any- 
where, although it is the 
teenager Shadab Kabir who 
will open with Saeed Anwar. 

Wasim, with the safety net of 
a win behind him, was upbeat 
and confident, joking that if 
what Lloyd had told him about 
the pitch was true - that it was 
the same colour as the green 
outfield - he may even have to 
drop Mushtaq Ahmed to play 
a fourth pace bowler. 

There is a lot of balls talked 
about most sport, but never has 
so much discussion centered on 


selecting one - or, more accu- 
rately, tossing for one as the cap- 
tains will do this morning before 
the mam toss - as there has in 
England’s current series against 
Pakistan. 

Unlike most countries, Eng- 
land spoil their opponents with 
a choice of two cricket balls - 
Readers and Dukes. As has 
been widely reported, Pak- 
istan prefer the Reader ball for 
its tendency to reverse swing as 
it wears, whereas England's 
bowlers choose Dukes for their 
better seam and propensity to 
swing in die conventional man- 
ner when new. 


Photograph: Peter Jay 

Unless both sides agree on, 
one particular type of hall, they 
toss for it, as they did at Lord’s.: 
where Whsim, the Reader ball 
and his Pakistan team all pre- ■ 
vailed. A win. treble which. 
Atherton and England, with 
their brand of cricket, will be 
hoping to overturn over the next 
five days. 
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Bicknell bounces back for Surrey 


MIKE CAREY 

reports from Southport 
Surrey 211, Lancashire 128-5 


For a small fee, a sea-front cir- 
cus here wOl teach you some of 
the skills of the Big Top. How- 
ever, you will not find Surrey 
among their customers - they 
know all about trampolines, 
thank you very much, after be- 
ing the fast side to sample Trafal- 
gar Road’s relaxl pitch yesterday. 

Dry but unevenly grassed, its 
extreme variations of pace and 
bounce made batting a test of 


nerve, eye and resilience, not 
least when the ball was moving 
off the seam or swinging under 
low cloud in the first part of the 
day after a delayed start 

Although reared on true bat- 
ting surfaces at The Oval, Sur- 
rey will not mind one that gives 
them a chance of furthering 
tfr g fr rhampkiTiBhi p aspirations. 
And though the ball probably 
moved around less in the eve- 
ning sunshine, Martin Bick- 
nell, bowimg straight and to the 
requisite foil length, kept his 
side in contention with 4 for 33. 

Among his victims was Neil 
Fairbrother, hit on the boot by 


a first-ball yorker. While Nick 
Speak held on valiantly for a 
time after taking blows on the 
band and chest, Graham Lioyd 
threw the bat rigorously at any- 
thing resembling a full length 
untD caught off a faint edge. 

Surrey had batted on much 
the same "If it’s up, it’s got to 
go” principle once Darren Bick- 
nell had lest his off-stump to one 
that scarcely bounced. There- 
after, when the bat was not be- 
ing passed several times an 
over, the batsman was usually 
being struck on one part of the 
anatomy or another, lake three 
successive balls that Adam HoT 


lioake received from Ian Austin, 
who predictably used the con- 
ditions better than anyone: the 
first strode him in the groin, the 
second flew to the wicketkeep- 
er at head-height and the third 
rapped him on the glove. 

Amazingly, you might think, 
among all this mayhem Lan- 
cashire did not always bowl as 
well as they might have done. 
You COUld imagine one JB Stat- 
ham taking something like 7 for 
30 and then muttering into his 
beer about being too expensive. 
No matter. Here, Peter Martin 
saw Nadeem Shahid flog him for 
three fours in one over and still 


produced one that nipped back 
aixl kept kw to have him Ibw.Al- 
xstair Brown will not often receive 
second ball one that bounces and 
bowls him off a glove. 

Brendon Julian, using his 
long reach, gave Surrey some- 
thing to bowl at by making 41 
from 43 balls. Even Austin al- 
lowed himself to be hooked out 
of the ground by Julian and on 
to an adjacent railway line. 

The fall of 15 wickets in a day 
meant the umpires were obiig- - 
ed to inform the Test and Coun- 
ty Cricket Board, but no further 
action will be called for. 

Scoreboard, page 23 


United and Blackburn 
deny Klinsmann move 


Football 

RUPERT METCALF 


Both Blackburn Rovers and 
Manchester United went to 
great lengths yesterday to dis- 
miss speculation that Jurgen 
Klinsmann was about to return 
to the Premiership. The former 
Tbttenham forward is, it seems, 
to stay with Bayern Munich, the 
club he joined from Spurs last 
year, for at least another season. 

After a week of rumours of 
Klinsmann sightings in east 
Lancashire, Blackburn have de- 
nied that they are about to 
spend any of the £15m they re- 
ceived for Alan Shearer on the 
man who led Germany to suc- 
cess in the European Champ- 
ionship this summer. 

“Following various reports in 
the newspapers rad on the ra- 
dio this morning linking Jurgen 
Klinsmann with Blackburn 
Rovers, the chib can say that 
these rumours are unfound- 
ed,” Robert Coar, Rovers’ 
chairman, said yesterday. 

Likewise, Manchester Unit- 
ed have dismissed similar spec- 


ulation about their transfer- 
market intentions. “1 am per- 
fectly happy with the strikers 
already on the payroll at Old 
Thfiford," Alex Ferguson, their 
manager, said. “The fact that we 
tried to sign Alan Shearer is no 
reflection on the ability on the 
strikers al this dub. It was a one- 
off situation. I would have been 
surprised to see Klinsmann 
playing in England a gam. My in- 
formation is that, if he had not 

Risk management 
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moved by the end of April then - 
be was contracted to remain 
with Bayern Munich.” 

United's midfielder, Roy 
Keane, is awaiting the results of 
a scan on a knee injury and is 
doubtful for Sunday's Charity 
Shield game with Newcastle at 
Wembley. Alan Shearer may not 
have to wait until Sunday for his 
Newcastle debut - the Magpies 
have a friendly at Lincoln City 
tomorrow. “Alan needs a game 
for us and he wfl] probably be 
involved somewhere along the 
line at Lincoln,” Kevin Keegan. 
Newcastle’s manager, said. 

Robbie Elliott. Newcastle’s 
former England Under-21 left- 
back. is discussing a move to 
Blackburn. Nottingham Forest 
enquired about the 22-yesir- 
old last week, but were deterred 
by his £3 .5 m price tag. 

The Leeds United striker, 
Tony Yeboah, may miss the 
start of the season - the Gha- 
naian sees a specialist today af- 
ter suffering a knee injury in 
Germany last week. 

Manchester City will sign the 
Australian striker, Damian Miori, 
this week if they can agree terms 



Yeboah: Knee Injury 

with hs club, Adelaide City. City 
have already agreed a fee of 
£500,000 for Mori, who joined 
them on their pre-season tour of 
China, but Adelaide are unhappy 
with arrangements for the pay- 
ment of fee. 

Leicester City are preparing 
a bid for the highly-rated IFK 
Gothenburg and Sweden winger 
Jesper Blomqrist, who may be 
available at about Wolves, 
who are still talking terms with 
the Everton goalkeeper Neville 
Southall are also keen on Serge 
Romano, a right-back with the 
French dub, Maxtigues. The 
Third Division club Hull City 
are also going continental, and 
have signed the former De- 
portivo La Conma defender, 
Antonio Doncel. 


Wenger to 
think over 
England offer 

Arsene Wenger, the former 
coach of Monaco, says he will 
decide by the rad of this month 
whether to become' the Football 
Association’s technicaLdirectox, 
The Frenchman* confirmed 
that he had beefreemtacted di- 
rectly and offeredthe position 
by Glenn Hoddle, the'-England 
manager, who played under 
him in France in the late 1980s.. 

“I have to think it over.” said 
Wenger from his home in 
Japan, where he is coaching 
Nagoya Grampus Eight “Tin 
very happy here.” Asked 
whether he might stay in Japan; 
as his contract expires in De- 
cember, Wenger said: “It’s not 
out of the question. I have to tdl 
Nagoya by the end of August" 
Wenger coached Monaco 
from 1987 until he was sark^d 
in September .1994. His side 
won the French league title in 
1988 and reached the European 
Cup- Winners’ Cup final in 1992. 

The FA have been looking 
for a technical director, since 
they sacked Graham Thylor as 
England manager in 1993 after 
his side failed to qualify for the 
1994 World Cup finals. 




